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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE 2019 

An emphatic Autumn break has brought new confidence to the farming 
and horticultural community of South Australia. 

Similarly, a break has occurred in the unrelated space of politics, both 
State and Federal. The changes will bring a combination of benefits and 
challenges to Belair National Park and to our organisation.  

As detailed in the President’s Report, we are to receive a grant of $ 65k 
this year. However, the challenges that we face include another  reorgani-
sation of Parks administration and the reuse of the former Belair Golf 
Course and its built facilities.  

Our Members and Committee can expect a busy but interesting time over 
the next 12 months. 

-Tony Dyson 

LITTLE BLEEDER FUNGUS (Mycena kuurkacea) 

PHOTO : MARIANNE BROUG 
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President’s Report 

 

After a very long summer the rain has finally arrived. Parts 

of the Hills have had over  90mm in the last couple of 

weeks.  One problem solved! 

Then over the weekend the Federal Election appears to 

have been decided. If the bean counters are to be be-

lieved the Liberal National coalition has been returned for 

another term. This time we are told that there will be no 

change in leadership for three years. Sounds like another 

problem solved! 

So now we can all get back to the other important things 

in life. 

Recently the Park was honoured by a multi-pollie visit. 

Then Federal Minister for Cities and Infrastructure, Alan 

Tudge, Boothby Federal MP Nicolle Flint, State Minister 

for the Environment, David Speirs, and State Member for 

Waite, Sam Duluk announced on the terrace of Old Gov-

ernment House in the Park funding grants for both Friends 

of Old Government House and for us, the Friends of Belair 

National Park. Our group is to receive a total of $65K in 

two portions, $35K for a new kitchen in the Volunteer 

Centre and $30K for bushcare work. Needless to say we 

are indeed very grateful. Both Nicolle and Sam deserve 

out thanks for the effort they put in to make this happen. 

In the case of the bushcare grant, we are oversubscribed 

with worthy projects. Watch this space for more infor-

mation on just where we use the funds. 

While we are thrilled with this government support we 

still await our lease on the Volunteer Centre. In the last 

few days a new member of staff has been appointed in 

the Crown Lands office and will handle this matter. We 

anticipate imminent progress.  

To be fair to the State Government they have had a few 

things on their plate over the last few months. Not least 

among these has been the definition of the Landscape 

Groups proposed last year, when the current administra-

tion took office, to replace the Natural Resource Manage-

ment Boards. It has been decided that Belair National Park 

will reside in the ‘Greening Adelaide’ area. Just how wide 

spread this area spreads is yet to be seen. However, being 

included in a largely urban area, where much of the green 

space will probably be conservation and recreation orient-

ed, may be in our favour. 

Finally, the golf course. After the demise of the Belair Golf 

Course and Country Club just over 12 months ago the 

state government has whittled the expressions of interest 

down to 4 contenders. None of these would require all of 

the 50 hectares involved. So, any final decision could well 

see multiple concerns operating on the site. Proposals 

include soccer, mountain biking, walking and a hospitality 

business. Details are still vague but DEW and Crown Lands 

anticipate discussing these proposals with their initiators 

very soon. Watch this space. 

 

-Mark Pedlar 

Cover Photo 

Marianne Broug is a FBNP Facebook correspondent. 

This pretty little fungus is Mycena kuukacea, common name (unfortunately) the Little Bleeder. It is so named be-

cause, if you break the stem, it bleeds a red-brown fluid. 

-Pam Catcheside 

Announcement At Old Government House              

Photos : Wayne Gallasch 
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March Meeting : Cancelled due to Total Fire Ban 

April Meeting : Pete Raine 

Monthly Meeting Talks 

The Newsletter 
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general 

meeting on that day. Cut-off day for the September newsletter contributions is Friday 23 August 2019. Please 

send ideas, reports or articles to the Secretary for passing on to the Editor.  

NB Would newsletter contributors please provide text as word processor files (Arial 10 pt preferred) attached to 

emails. Likewise photos, as separate files or montages of up to A4 size.  

Yesterday's monthly meeting of the Friends featured a delicious BBQ lunch followed by an excellent talk and 
presentation created and delivered by Pete Raine on, well, the Friends of Belair itself. A marvellous, adaptable 
and comprehensive talk that explains our group, our park, what we do and what we are protecting brilliantly and 
delivered very informatively and passionately which all enjoyed. 
- Stevo R.  

Photos : Alan Raine 
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May Meeting :  Geoff Coombe 

 Todays amazing talk was by Geoff Coombe from https://livingwithwildlife.com.au/, one of Australia’s leading 

authorities on venomous snakes and co-founder of Adelaide Snake Catchers. 

Yes, he brought some props along! I’m sure the pictures will tell the story. 

Some salient points from today… 

Since 1993, he has delivered snake awareness training to over 7,300 people including ‘Friends of (parks) 

groups’ and had an amazing 355,000 people through his exhibits like the Royal Adelaide Show and various 

public events, 

South Aust ralia has 36 species of venomous snakes, but horses cause more fatal injuries than snakes, 

(the old cliché): they are more afraid of us than we are of them, is COMPLETELY accurate – and if you are 

adequately prepared (wearing the right clothing and being snake-aware) the risk is mitigated in the bush, 

Snakes are awesome, and it’s a privilege to see them, leave them alone and you’ll be right… (my sum mation, 

but it’s true), 

Studies ha ve shown they are most active in spring, at temperatures between 25 and 35 degrees. 

What a great guest speaker, he knows his stuff ! 

Thanks for an awesome session Geoff ! 

-Pete Raine 
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Some Members’ Photos  

 

NEW MEMBERS 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

Kirsten Atwell and Duncan, Asher & Mika Lodge 

Dr Alan Bundy AM 

Liz Osman 

Lily Nicholls and Leo & Peter Highcock 

Vale Tim Fuhlbohm 

Tim Fuhlbohm passed away in his sleep on 14th May. 

Tim was such a big part of the AMLR Region – knowing its parks so intimately and sharing his wealth of 

knowledge so freely with all of us. It was clear that Tim’s work, and all of those associated with it, meant 

the world to him… who else has a chemo session and then heads back to work to do a bit more weeding! 

A small group of us spent time with Tim’s family, ensuring that they knew how much Tim meant to his 

many friends and colleagues in the conservation sector.  

Tim left us with quite a number of tasks to continue……… I think we’re going to be busy!  

-Kirstin Abley, DEW 
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Ruth’s Recipes 

-Courtesy of Ruth Palmer 
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Guided Walk 15th May 

 

A group of 15 people led by our orchid expert and guide Bevin Scholz enjoyed the first of our May guided walks. 
Due to the till recently dry Autumn, there weren't a lot orchids flowering yet but some Eriochilus cucullatus 
(Parson's Bands) orchids including a stunning surprise triple header plus a solitary midge orchid were spotted 
and a very pleasant and enjoyable walk had by all. 

-Stevo R 

Photos : Bevin Scholtz and Alan Raine 



 8 

 

 

 

THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC. 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com  :  Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2019 
PRESIDENT   Mark Pedlar  8278 1991  mnjpedlar@bigpond.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Mike Cerchez     8270 8870  cerchez@tpg.com.au  
SECRETARY   Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 
TREASURER   Carol Parrott 8278 6783  acmeparrott27@bigpond.com  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Tony Dyson 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 
GUIDED WALKS for 2019 (Tuesday)  Bevin Scholz  beveck@gmail.com 
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2019 (Sunday)  Barbara Raine       rainea@bettanet.com.au 
LIBRARIAN      Aileen Ferris 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR    Tony Dyson  0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com  
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY    Hayley Prentice hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
SIGNIFICANT TREES    Ron Tamblyn 8393 9803 
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS    Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com  
MEMBERSHIP     Carol Parrott 8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com   
WEBSITE      Chris Lightowler seow@live.com 
SPEAKERS               Frances Eltridge     Frances@eltridge.com 
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR  Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
WORKING BEES for Tuesday or Friday,   Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 

 

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your  

mobile):  Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 
Guest Speakers 
June: Mary-Ann van Tright, Chair of FAIBS. 
July: Kate Grigg, wild food huntress. Foraging and Fungi 
August: Carl Charter. Experiencing Marine Sanctuaries. 
September: Natasha Huber, Community Engagement, 
CFS. 
October: BBQ - no speaker. 

 
 

FREE GUIDED WALKS   
April to November 
Normally held on the 2nd

 
Tuesday of the month and the 

following Sunday. No guided walks over summer. 
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and 

meet at the Green Shed at 1.45 pm for a 2.00pm start.  

The first walk for the 2019 season will be April 9th and 

replicated Sunday April 14th.  
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 

The Prof Cleland Memorial Walk  2019   TBA. 
 

Birthday Party 
Held on the 19

th
 of December to celebrate the birthday  

of Belair National Park. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2018/2019 
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Cen-
tre, Long Gully, Belair NP.  Speaker first, then the  
meeting. Visitors welcome 
 

 

WORKING BEES. 

Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval) 
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For 
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370 
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement. 
For 3

rd
 Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the 

Green Shed. 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family . 
 

If joining after 30th June, your first half year is  
discounted to half price, so please pay  $5 for single, or 
$7.50 for joint membership. 
 

HOW TO PAY: 
 

1.  Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 

2.  Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 2, Belair 5052 
 

3.  To pay by internet use this account information and 
email your contact information to  
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078:  A/c No: 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 
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