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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR MARCH 2019 

Looming inappropriate development in our National Parks, which would 

result in the loss of their wilderness and  conservation values, is becoming 

a serious issue. This is happening in a process (or perhaps non-process) 

being driven by commercial gain. 

Prime examples of the issue are the proposed developments on Hall’s 

Island in the Tasmanian Central Highlands and at Sandy Bay in Flinders 

Chase National Park on Kangaroo Island. 

Join the fight against cuts to our parks and reserves. 

Contact Minister Speirs, Premier Steven Marshall and your local State 

MP, telling them that you want our National Parks protected from inappro-

priate development. Follow the issue on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/publicparksNOTprivateplaygrounds 

-Tony Dyson 

COMMON EVERLASTING (Chrysocephalum apiculatum) 

PHOTO : PETE RAINE 
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President’s Report 
 

The summer is usually a quiet time for our activities. 

Firstly it is holiday season and secondly hot weather 

tends to get in the way of bushcare. Well the second 

has certainly run true to form but despite this we have 

still contributed a substantial number of bushcare 

hours. However, I have to admit that as I write, the 

next Friday is due to be 40
o
C. 

 

However, at the Christmas Party in December dis-

cussions with John Schutz and Gil Peacey of DEW, 

our objective of having a lease on the Volunteer Cen-

tre seems a very real possibility in the near future. 

Both are in favour of it and it seems just a question of 

dotting ‘I’s and crossing ‘T’s. 

 

 Also in the political arena, Minister David Speirs and 

Minister David Ridgway accepted an invitation from 

Tina Gallasch on behalf of the Friends of Old Govern-

ment House to visit the Park to see the very real as-

sets the State has in both OGH and the Park. This 

gave me the opportunity to discuss various topics of 

Friends’ interest such as ranger staffing, Volunteer 

Centre leases and business development in National 

Parks. 

Obviously, we have a now defunct golf course and 

country club in our Park and our cousins on KI have 

the prospect of a major tourist development in theirs. 

We made the point strongly that bush once devel-

oped cannot simply be turned back into bush if the 

venture fails, as our brown and crunchy golf course 

demonstrates. We made it clear that we share the 

concerns of those on KI but would not follow their 

lead of labour removal. However, since then your 

committee has voted on the matter of offering support 

to the KI protest on Parliament House steps planned 

for 27/2. 

 

We agreed that FBNP would not attend as a group 

but we support any of our members attending as indi-

viduals. Those who attend are asked to wear ‘Friends 

of Belair’ shirts. 

 

At the recent AGM 5 Life Memberships were award-

ed for long term continued active contribution. These 

were to –  

Fae Trueman, Jim Trueman, Peggy Cerchez, Mike 

Cerchez and Mary Cole. 

 

Concurrent with the discussions on leases Nicole 

Flint MP suggested that we should get costings for 

the upgrading of the Volunteer Centre kitchen in an-

ticipation of a lease. She would then consider some 

financial support for this upgrade. 

 

Long term DEW identity and biodiversity expert on 

Belair National Park, Tim Fuhlbohm has some seri-

ous health problems at the moment. Besides being a 

DEW employee he is also a registered independent 

volunteer in the Park. So besides working there he 

has for decades spent much of his spare time volun-

teering. He has recently generously supplied us with 

a quantity of glyphosate to aid in our bushcare ef-

forts. We are incredibly grateful to Tim, not just for 

this donation, but also for being an invaluable source 

of information about the Park. We are thinking of him 

in his illness. 

 

Finally, also at the AGM, a new committee was voted 

in. Many of the existing members were re-elected but 

there were also a few changes. Margaret Parsons, 

Wayne Gallasch and Jim Trueman ( a committee 

member of over a decade and past long term Vice 

President) stood down. Thank you to all of you for 

your service. That left several spaces unfilled by elec-

tion. Since then Tony Dyson our newsletter editor 

suggested he’d be prepared to join and he has re-

cently been co-opted. 

 

We now just wait for rain. 

 

-Mark Pedlar 

The Newsletter 
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general 

meeting on that day. Cut-off day for the June newsletter contributions is Friday 24 May 2019. Please send ideas, 

reports or articles to the Secretary for passing on to the Editor.  

NB Would newsletter contributors please provide text as word processor files (Arial 10 pt preferred) attached to 

emails. Likewise photos, as separate files or montages of up to A4 size.  

Flinders Chase, KI 
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During 2018 our group embraced several opportunities to undertake fundraising activities because we 
noted in the previous year that it is not always possible to acquire grant money for some things. These 
included, notably, a Corporate Volunteer Day organised by Landcare Australia, several functions for FoP 
Inc meetings held at the Volunteer Centre and the launch of the Walking S.A season. This type of work 
can only be undertaken by having a willing band of volunteers to help with food preparation, hosting and 
cleaning. Thank-you to everyone who contributed to these events. The nett fundraising from these events 
was $2870. Our greeting card sales have been nothing short of incredible, amounting to over $3000 this 
year. With expenses taken into account this represents a fundraising of $1670. Total fundraising there-
fore is approximately $4500. Our final effort for the year was to hold a raffle at our birthday party. This 
proved to be a much enjoyed and fun addition to proceedings. 

Except for the raffle which was specifically intended to raise funds to purchase much needed small equip-
ment for the kitchen, I feel it necessary to comment that the rest of this work was undertaken by simply 
embracing the opportunities as they arose and without specific goals in mind and we need to be more 
aware of this with future endeavours. However, as we all know, there are always things that we wish to 
accomplish and that will advance and support the work that we do in the park. To this end we have of-
fered to contribute $2000 to the work that needs to be done on the “green shed” to make it a safe and 
secure place for the storage of equipment used by the bushcare group and to be used as a meeting point 
for all bushcare sessions and guided walks. Secondly, we have committed $1000 to Bush Buddies to buy 
seedlings to help restore their “adopt-a-block” site. Thirdly, tools will always need replacing from time to 
time and we are well placed to be able to do that. 

Two grants, each with a value of $5000 have been fully acquitted this year. This is the first time since In-
corporation that we have had control of these funds. A few teething problems needed to be overcome but 
overall it is a much more “user friendly” way of managing these monies.  

We currently have two grant applications awaiting assessment. For the AMLR Community NRM Action 
Grants we have requested $10,000 for work primarily on VMU 9A, to treat large feral woody weeds. The 
project identified for the Volunteer Support Fund Grant is to continue the work on VMU 20 with a particu-
lar emphasis on revegetation. This application is for $5000. Sincere thanks to John McIntyre who has 
taken on the job of grant applications this year 

Membership: 

Membership numbers have increased significantly this year, up from 138 to 163. General membership 
plus bush buddies in about equal numbers. 

Membership fees and donations always underpin the cost of administering the group. This year the funds 
accumulated from these two sources are enough to enable the committee to decide to keep membership 
fees the same. Single membership is $10 and family membership $15. 

We received a very special donation this year from the children at the Blackwood Kindergarten who enjoy 
nature play at Joseph Fisher as a part of their learning programme. Every child did jobs to earn money to 
create a money tree. The “tree” was then presented to us complete with approximately $150. We shall 
use this money to buy butterfly attracting plants for the children to add to Joseph Fisher later in the year. 

Finally, the audited accounts are available for anyone who wishes to have them and thank-you again to 
Andrew Williams for completing the auditing process for us. 

 

-Signed: Carol Parrott 02/02/2019  

Annual Financial Report to the AGM 2nd February 2019 
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December Meeting : Pete Raine 

 

Monthly Meeting Talks 

 

February Meeting : Reports and Awards 

 

The President, Mark Pedlar, reported on the increase in membership (almost 170 members!), volunteer hours (up 
by 30% from 2017, and equating to 2.7 full time rangers), the great growth of Belair Bush Buddies and the innova-
tion award received for this initiative, the future of the Green Shed, and what 2019 might hold for the Friends group. 
Carol Parrott, our treasurer, reported that 2018 saw many new fundraising opportunities for our group from card 
sales, to corporate volunteer days, catering functions in the volunteer centre, and a raffle. Money raised in 2018 will 
go towards the upgrade of the Green shed, seedlings for the Bush Buddies, and tools for bushcare. Carol gave 
special thanks to John McIntyre for his role as grant application writer, and to Andrew Williams for auditing our fi-
nances. 

Barb Raine, bushcare coordinator, reported that for 2018 the hours of bushcare work was 2,607 despite the many 
missed sessions due to severe weather and fire danger. Barb gave special thanks to Frances for colation of hours, 
and to Spencer and Ross for their hard work and combined effort of 446 hours.  

 
At yesterday's monthly meeting we enjoyed a marvellous talk by our guest speaker, Pete Raine, discussing his 
work in the Adelaide City Council's Biodiversity Unit looking after and revegetating the native grasslands in our 
parklands especially the Bunyip trail, Tulya Wardli, Wirraninthi with its powerful sculpture trail and the Pakapa-
kanthi scrape site. A passionate, informative, fascinating and excellent talk by this member of the Friends and ded-
icated Biodiversity expert and worker. 

 

- StevoR 
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Very special thanks was also given to Tim Fulhbohm for his many volunteer hours, substantial donations, and 

continued dedication to the rare, the riparian, and the restoration in the park. 

Special announcements were next with some very dedicated members receiving Life Membership: 

Michael and Peggy Cerchez (L), Jim and Fae Trueman, and Mary Cole. 

 

-Hayley Prentice 

 President, Mark Pedlar, Reads Citations 
Michael and Peggy Cerchez 

Jim and Fae Truman Mary Cole 

Photos: Wayne Gallasch 
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Summary of Participants in FoBNP Monthly 

Guided Walks in 2018 
In 2018, free Monthly Guided Walks in Belair National 

Park were again organised by the Friends of Belair Nation-

al Park Inc. (FoBNP), from April to November.  As these 

were an official FoBNP activity, the usual park entry fee 

was not required.  The walks were a ‘Nature Ramble’, of 

about two hours and between 3 and 4 kms, to give plenty 

of time for people to learn about the flora and take photo-

graphs.  The walks are essentially for the public to intro-

duce them to BNP, as well as for FoBNP members. 

Each month the Guided Walk was held in a different area 

of the park, partly to show the variety of ecology, as well 

as to see the native flora currently in flower during the 

month.  As in previous years, the Tuesday afternoon walk 

was repeated on the following Sunday, for those unable to 

come on the Tuesday. A free leaflet was given to those 

attending each walk – a copy is in the separate 2018 Guid-

ed Walks Folder in the FoBNP library. 

During 2018 the walks were listed on both the FoBNP 

www page and our Facebook site as well as the ‘Weekend 

Notes’ e-Newsletter, (www.weekendnotes.com), which 

had a couple of articles describing our Walks; a flyer was 

also posted at the Belair Caravan Park. The FoBNP Book-

marks listing walk dates were again available at the park 

office and handed out at public events when FoBNP has 

had a stall/marquee display, these bookmarks are a very 

useful method for advertising FoBNP activities. 

 
Participants on the 2018 Monthly Guided Walks 

 
 

Walks by Day, (FoBNP Members in brackets) 

 
The Number of walks undertaken by participants 

It’s noted one person became a member of FoBNP follow-

ing a walk and has also come on some bushcare sessions 

and other walks – when her studies permit. Another per-

son may join us for future bushcare sessions and will be-

come a member. 

From anecdotal discussion, several of the 100 people who 

came on one walk had seen the walk advertised through 

the Weekend Notes www, or on our Facebook site, or via 

the flyer in the Belair Caravan Park – being tourists pass-

ing through Adelaide. Some others came with their Ade-

laide family while they were visiting family, i.e. enjoying an 

overseas holiday. We didn’t specifically ask/record how 

people had found out about the Monthly Guided Walk.  

Some local people knew of BNP, but either it had been 

several years since their last visit, or they hadn’t appreciat-

ed how  

extensive the park was, and had not been further than Ad-

venture Playground, or State Flora. 

Overall, this year’s Guided Walks are deemed as being 

very successful in bringing new people into the Park, as 

well as making them aware of FoBNP as an organisation 

with interesting and useful activities, to be seriously con-

sidered once time permits – often in their retirement from 

the full-time workforce. 

-Barb Raine (2018 Walk Leader) and Alan Raine 

 

Date Total partici-
pants 

Of these, 
members of 

FoBNP 
Tues 10 April Walk cancelled 

– too wet 
  

Sun 15 April 9 7 

Tues 8 May 18 9 

Sun 13 May 10 5 

Tues 12 June 9 8 

Sun 17 June 15 6 

Tues 10 July 20 9 

Sun  15 July 28 7 

Tues 14 Aug 19 10 

Sun 19 Aug 11 6 

Tues 11 Sept Walk cancelled 
– too wet 

  

Sun 16 Sept 25 8 

Tues 9 Oct 14 6 

Sun 14 Oct 8 6 

Tues 13 Nov 19 7 

Sun 18 Nov 9 5 

Total Walks 
for 2018 

214 91 

  Participants Max / 
Min numbers 

Average no. 
per walk 

Tuesday 
walks 

From 20 (9)  to 9 
(6.6) people 

16.5 people 

Sunday 
walks 

From 28 (7)  to 8 (6) 
people 

14.2 people 

Number 
of Walks 
attended 

Total #  
of people 

FoBNP 
mem-
bers 

Walkers – 
Non FoBNP 

Members 
1 100 9 91 

2 8 4 4 

3 3 0 3 

4 1 1 - 

5 4 4 - 

6 1 0 1 

7 - - - 

8 1 1 - 

9 1 1 - 

10 - - - 

11 - - - 

12 - - - 

13 - - - 

14 3 3 - 

http://www.weekendnotes.com
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Bushcare Report for 2018 

More severe weather has taken its toll on the hours the Friends of Belair National Park have been able to 

spend on bushcare in 2018. A total of 33 sessions were cancelled due to the weather – hot days over 34 de-

grees, Total Fire Bans, Severe Weather Warnings and heavy rain. This has caused a reduction in the number 

of hours worked over the year. Our hardworking volunteers contributed 2,607 hours, down slightly on our 

hours worked last year. 

The VMU which clocked up the most hours was VMU 19, where Ross and Spencer have put in many dedicat-

ed hours treating Olives – 476 to be precise. The group worked extensively in VMU 31 - 283 hours there, 208 

hours in VMU 27, and 169 hours in VMU 41 – to state the top three. 

It is very encouraging to see the improvement in several VMUs where we have worked, perhaps especially in 

VMU 31 (above the tank at the junction of Tilti Track and Yulti-Wirra Track) and  VMU 41 (Thelymitra Track to 

Queens Jubilee Drive) where removing a large number of Boneseed has allowed some of our lovely native 

orchids to thrive. In VMU 43 (between Cherry Plantation Road and Melville Hill Track) our work removing Sol-

lya has prevented this weed from swamping some good native bush. 

Our record keeping and planning has been improved thanks to some excellent work by Bevin Scholz, who 

has produced maps detailing our work areas and charts to assist identifying priorities and scheduling VMUs to 

be worked. My thanks to Frances Eltridge for taking over from me the task of collating and documenting bush-

care hours, giving us records of weeds removed and hours spent in each VMU, on spreadsheets also devised 

by Bevin. We also thank John McIntyre who has taken on the onerous task of writing the Grant applications. 

I would like to acknowledge the many volunteer hours contributed by Tim Fuhlbohm, one of the Parks’ Fire 

Management Team. Tim has, as well as his paid work within Belair, worked tirelessly as a volunteer in certain 

riparian areas, and he is funding more work there as a legacy. The committee has decided to add these spe-

cial areas to our worked-in sites so that follow-up work by FoBNP continues to be done, and they have been 

included on our map. 

My thanks to all our wonderful volunteers, who turn up regularly to work hard to keep areas of Belair National 

Park in as good a condition as possible. It is a huge task and we do the best we can, and the photos here 

show why it is so worthwhile! 

-Barb Raine, Bushcare Coordinator 

 
 

  

 
  

Pink -eyed Susan, Tetratheca pilosa; Prickly guinea 
flower, Hibbertia exutiacies on VMU 41 

  

 
  

Blue Squill, Chamaescilla corymbosa on VMU 17 

  

   See the next page for new map of the Belair National park, including all gates and the 

    gate numbers.  Trails and trail names are very clearly marked. 
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Membership renewal for 2019 is now due. Fees remain the same: 

Single membership $10 and family membership $15 

Bank details: BSB 105-078, Acct Number: 306250940,  

and Acct Name: Friends of Belair Park 

OR: by cash or cheque to PO Box 2 Belair 5052, 

 OR: pay the treasurer at a meeting. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new members: 

Mark, Kirsty, Charlotte, Matilda and Miranda Pierson 

Kylin Wadmore 

Some Members’ Photos  
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Written by David Bayley, Gloucester, UK. 2018 

Inspired by an event at his local church and shared with his kind permission. 

 

OUR ALTERNATIVE FLOWER FESTIVAL 

(Recycle—Reuse—Renew) 

 
A hub of much activity! A feast of creativity! 

And from the concept of surplus and waste; 

Recycling, renewing – don’t discard in haste,  

Using cardboard and paint-pot, tissue and paste. 

 
Dozens of items and then much more, 

displayed in the church on the walls, on the floor.  

Unusual, ingenious and a “How’ve they done that? 

Well, who would’ve thought you could make this from that!” 

 
See nuts and bolts and plastic hooks, 

See pages from discarded books, 

Fuzzy paper, gauze and silk, 

Plastic tops from bottled milk. 

Cine spools and motor hubs, 

Old catalogues and cotton buds, 

Foil for artificial leaves 

Petalled flowers from old LP’s. 

Coffee pods and shuttlecocks, 

Bendy wire, felt, stones and rocks. 

Lolly sticks and plastic knobs, 

Polystyrene bits and bobs. 

Twigs and twine and wool and foil,  

Inspiring hours of willing toil. 

 
All blending in or well concealed,  

A brilliant feast for brain and eye, -pr’aps puzzlement at first espy- 

Then standing back …. It’s all revealed. 

 
Find green pipe cleaners, garden string, a use for almost everything. 

See bamboo canes and silky rope – all this work gives cause for hope. 

And seeds and buttons, fruit-bag netting contribute to each well-thought setting. 

 
Using patient persistence and pincers and pliers, 

Pulling and threading and winding of wires, 

From glue sticks and brushes and careful precision, 

Such a mixture of brainwaves and ethics and vision! 

 
Scarlet wool, cloth, baize and feathers – everybody’s best endeavours, 

A wealth of inspiration in this colourful array, 

Artificial beauty we’ll recall for many a day. 

 
It went so well, there was no strain-so “one of these days” …. maybe… do it again? 

 
  -with thanks to Carol Parrott 
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC. 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com  :  Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2019 
PRESIDENT   Mark Pedlar  8278 1991  mnjpedlar@bigpond.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Mike Cerchez     8270 8870  cerchez@tpg.com.au  
SECRETARY   Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 
TREASURER   Carol Parrott 8278 6783  acmeparrott27@bigpond.com  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Tony Dyson 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 
GUIDED WALKS for 2019 (Tuesday)  Bevin Scholz  beveck@gmail.com 
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2019 (Sunday)  Barbara Raine       rainea@bettanet.com.au 
LIBRARIAN      Aileen Ferris 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR    Tony Dyson  0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com  
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY    Hayley Prentice hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
SIGNIFICANT TREES    Ron Tamblyn 8393 9803 
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS    Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com  
MEMBERSHIP     Carol Parrott 8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com   
WEBSITE      Chris Lightowler seow@live.com 
SPEAKERS               Frances Eltridge     Frances@eltridge.com 
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR  Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
WORKING BEES for Tuesday or Friday,   Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 

 

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your  

mobile):  Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 
Guest Speakers 
March (Cancelled): Mary-Ann van Trigt, Chair FAIBS. 
About the Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary. 
April: BBQ - no speaker. 
May: Geoff Coombe. Living With Wildlife. 
June: Tony Dyson, FBNP. “What is Wood?” 
July: Kate Grigg, wild food huntress. Foraging and Fungi 

 
 

FREE GUIDED WALKS   
April to November 
Normally held on the 2nd

 
Tuesday of the month and the 

following Sunday. No guided walks over summer. 
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and 

meet at the Green Shed at 1.45 pm for a 2.00pm start.  

The first walk for the 2019 season will be April 9th and 

replicated Sunday April 14th.  
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 

The Prof Cleland Memorial Walk  2019   TBA. 
 

Birthday Party 
Held on the 19

th
 of December to celebrate the birthday  

of Belair National Park. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2018/2019 
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Cen-
tre, Long Gully, Belair NP.  Speaker first, then the  
meeting. Visitors welcome 
 

 

WORKING BEES. 

Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval) 
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For 
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370 
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement. 
For 3

rd
 Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the 

Green Shed. 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family . 
 

If joining after 30th June, your first half year is  
discounted to half price, so please pay  $5 for single, or 
$7.50 for joint membership. 
 

HOW TO PAY: 
 

1.  Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 

2.  Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 2, Belair 5052 
 

3.  To pay by internet use this account information and 
email your contact information to  
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078:  A/c No: 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 
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