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From the Editor, 

Sadly, I am not going to able to carry on as Editor of this Newsletter 
next year.  I’ve really enjoyed the experience, but as I have already 
committed to overseas work for many weeks during 2017, I simply 
won’t have the time, and I can’t ask Tina to take on any more.  So—
I’m asking for a new volunteer to take over the job.  The newsletter 
is done four times a year, March, June, September and December. 

And remember, the newsletter is only as good as it’s contributors, 
so thanks very much to those who took the trouble to submit  
articles this quarter. 

Now is a great time to walk around Playford Lake in the Park. For 
the first time in a very long time the lake is actually full and over-
flowing.  The number of ducks seem to be down, but kangaroos in 
the park are at an all-time high. Take in a bush walk from the lake 
through some beautiful bush land where Koalas are a frequent 
sight, and the bird life is abundant. You may even see emus and, if 
you are lucky, echidna. The Lake is also a wonderful spot to do bird 
photography. It is one of the  true gems of the park. 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER:  
  

JUDITH LYDEAMORE 

Total Fire Ban Days 

There are no activities held by the Friends in Belair National Park if there is a Total Fire Ban in the Mount Lofty 

Ranges on that day. (see weather forecast from 4.30pm previous day).  (We look to be fairly safe over winter!) 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2016 

VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION 

A big shout out this month for the Admin crew on Facebook.   

Hayley, especially, goes to an enormous amount of trouble to  

publish posts, images, and info about the Park.  We currently have 

373 “likes” and in the stats it says that 4,834 people are talking 

about Hayley’s posts.  So let’s get the word out—invite all your 

friends to like our Facebook page, especially in this special 125th 

Anniversary year. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=friends%20of%20belair%20national%20park


President’s Report - September 2016 

“May you live in interesting times” is said to be an old Chinese curse. However, I’m really pleased that 

the Friends seem to be living in both interesting and exciting times just at the moment. We are ap-

proaching the second major all-day event celebrating the 125th birthday of the Park.  A planning 

meeting a couple of weeks ago confirmed our involvement in that event. We’ll have a stall on Gums 

Oval showing the world who we are and what we do. The Volunteer Centre will be open and we’ll be 

showing a series of videos detailing a whole range of National Parks. Finally, following the success of 

our bus tours of the park in March we will run a series of tours starting and ending at Gums Oval,  

taking visitors to areas of the Park they may not have otherwise reached. 

To update our visual displays for this and future events we have purchased a new 6 panel display stand 

designed to take A1 sized material. We already have 4 new A1 posters made for the March event, 

three of these with historic images of the Park. We have created 5 more new posters showing us at 

work, bush “before and after” conservation work and some showing notable weeds. It is intended to 

supplement these with at least 4 more detailing significant native flora and fauna so that we will be 

able to “mix and match” the images to suit a range of meetings. 

As Spring approaches it is now possible to see just how effective have been our forays into glyphosate 

treatment of Periwinkle and Basal Bark applications of triclopyr on olive, ash and poplar. The former 

appears to be giving 99.99% control judging from the miniscule amount of regrowth. Escapees from 

the basal bark treatments constituted only about 5 % and have been retreated. This is excepting the 

effects on Pittosporum which were so close to zero as to be unmeasurable. More work needed here. 

Finally, James McGregor has very kindly updated his Collector App that allows us to record our bush-

care activities on a Google Earth map. The list of weeds offered now includes all the significant species 

we encounter. He has also added separate layers for successive years. The screen dump below now 

shows some weeded areas hatched in red (2015) and others in blue (2016). Thank you very much 

James. 
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The Newsletter 
 
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, 
ready for the general meeting on that day. Cut off day for December newsletter contributions is 
Friday 19th November. Please send ideas, reports or articles to wayne@gmv.com.au  
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ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS PARKS PASSES 

If volunteers would like to visit the State Parks, they still receive free entry and camping (excluding Desert parks, 
Naracoorte, Wilpena Pound and Seal Bay). Bookings are now online via www.parks.sa.gov.au. Enter the  
volunteer code when booking camping and park fees into the online booking system. If the park you are visiting 
isn’t online yet enter the volunteer code on the self registration envelopes.  The Volunteer code has been 
emailed to all those that qualify.  If you haven’t heard from Tina or have lost the code, email friendsofBelair-
Park@msn.com. 
  
If you are volunteering in Belair National Park, you will be issued a pass to display on your vehicle while you are 
in the park. Please make sure you display this on your dashboard. Please ensure that you stop at the ticket office 
when entering too as the staff need to see your pass – they may not recognise you or your vehicle. 
 

Membership renewal for The Friends of Belair National Park becomes due on the 1st January each 
year. Membership fees remain the same. $10 for individuals and $15 for families.  

Payment can be made at a monthly meeting, or by sending cash or a cheque with your contact de-
tails to FBNP PO Box 2 Belair 5052 

Or by making an electronic transfer of funds to our account. Bank SA: BSB 105-078: Acct Number 
306250940: Acct Name Friends of Belair Park. Then advise the treasurer of your payment by emailing 
acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au  

Thanks to those who have already paid. 

COMING EVENTS 

Upcoming events are the Belair Open Day on 11th September  and the Cleland walk on 17th September 
(guided this year by Super-Ranger herself, Jen Pitman!).  Postcards for the Open Day are now available from the 
Park Office, so call in and collect some for distribution. 
 

************************************************************ 
  

October 15th:  ‘Nonsense Festival’ :  the quotes below are taken from their Facebook page: 
‘Nonsense is an enchanting place where art, music and literature are entwined in a marvellous landscape. 
Full of spine-tingling moments, Nonsense Festival is a brand new festival created just for children and their 
families. Taking place in Belair National Park on the 15th October 2016, families will delight in this spellbinding 
one-day festival. 
You will never know what is behind the next tree – music, theatre, circus, dance, workshops and installations! 
Come along and be surrounded by ways to explore and unleash your creativity. 
A child’s imagination is a powerful thing, and they can bring amazing and mind-boggling ideas to the arts. Non-
sense aims to not only provide children with high quality performers and artists, but an environment that al-
lows children to unleash their imaginations. Nonsense aims to give children a safe place to run wild, skip, jump 
and climb, with unbridled curiosity’. 
Tickets and info via: http://www.nonsensefestival.com.au/ 

http://www.parks.sa.gov.au/
mailto:acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au
http://www.nonsensefestival.com.au/


LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM LONG DISTANCE MEMBER JENNY SKINNER 

Hi Wayne, 

            You seem to have lots of new members who won’t know who I am, but for those that do, they 
might be interested to see what I’ve become involved with down in Tassie. 

I belong to the Franklin Landcare group, which looks after a 500m stretch of riparian land abutting the Hu-
on River at Franklin which is a small village south of Hobart and where we rented a house when we first 
arrived. 

We are a small but enthusiastic group who meet every Thursday morning, work for a couple of hours (in 
very picturesque surroundings) and then share morning tea at one of the picnic tables that are scattered 
along the walkway. This area is used extensively by local residents, including the Franklin Primary School 
for nature study and for any sort of outdoor celebration like Christmas , New Years Eve or birthdays. We 
propagate our own plants from seed collected locally and then either sell them at our market once a 
month or use them to revegetate along the track.  

We raise money by selling members’ produce etc at this  
market. So all in all we 
have lots of fun with a 
great bunch of like-
minded people at the 
same time doing 
something good for 
the environment. 
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Even though it’s been a while since Jenny left us for Tasmania, she is still very much involved with Belair, and is particularly 

remembered for so generously donating her photographs for some of our beautiful cards that are still available.  Stocks are 

running low, so buy some while you can. 



 

MITCHAM COUCIL INITIATIVE 
 

SHEOAK ROAD IS ON OUR NORTHERN BOUNDARY, AND IS AN IMPORTANT BUFFER  
BETWEEN THE PARK AND PRIVATE LAND. 

 

Help Protect Sheoak Road 
  
Mitcham Council needs your help in protecting roadside native vegetation along Sheoak Road. 

  
The City of Mitcham and bushcare  
volunteers have successfully been  
controlling weeds for many years to  
protect native plants in the 3.2 kilometre 
road reserve along Sheoak Road, east of 
Pony Ridge Road. 
  
Efforts to protect this native vegetation 
are being hindered by vehicles illegally 
driving on the road reserve and dumping 
rubbish. Dumping rubbish is an offence 
and penalties of $315 to $5,000 can 
apply if anyone is found to be dumping 
illegally. 
 
 
To repair the damage caused by these 
vehicles, Council has filled in some deep 
wheel ruts and restricted access to the 
road reserve. 
  
Anyone who suspects or witnesses 
vehicles illegally using the road reserve 
or dumping rubbish is encouraged to 
contact Council on 8372 8888 or 
mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.  
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$2.50 

each 

A SELECTION OF 12  

GORGEOUS CARDS,  

Complete with envelopes.   

All images taken in the 

park  

All photos very generously 

donated by Bevin Scholz, 

Jenny Skinner and Tina 

Gallasch. 

mailto:mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au


SITUATIONS VACANT 

1. Newsletter Editor:  Newsletters are published 4 times a year;  March, June, September and December.  At the 

moment it is produced using Publisher, but any editable software would be ok.  Necessities include a computer and 

access to the internet.  Hard copies are usually printed by our Local Member for Boothby and are distributed by the 

Treasurer. 

2. Speaker Co-ordinator—not an onerous task.  We need 8 speakers per year, doesn’t have to be in the conserva-

tion field, but must be of general interest to Members.  Access to a computer, and a keen interest in sourcing  

speakers are the only criteria for this job.  Must be prepared to follow-up speakers close to the date, and advise the 

Secretary what equipment is needed for any given talk.  Talks are generally 1 hour including question time. 

3. Publicity Officer:  We are still looking for an enthusiastic some-one who can help publicise the Park.  At the  

moment we advertise the monthly meeting in the Messenger Press Events Column;  and regularly post using social 

media, but there is much more that could be done.  

Contact: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com or talk to one of the Committee Members if you are interested. 

The Friends of Belair National Park is now an associate member of SARA and the  
Thin Green Line Foundation 

The Thin Green Line Foundation is the world’s only charity solely dedicated to protecting endangered species 

and threatened ecosystems by supporting park rangers. 

In the past 10 years alone it's estimated that over 1000 park rangers have been killed, 80% of them by  

commercial poachers and armed militia groups. We provide park rangers with essential anti-poaching  

equipment and training to assist them in patrolling on the front-line of conservation. We also provide financial 

support to the widows and orphans of park rangers killed in the line of duty.  Our support is focused on  

rangers in developing regions, conflict zones and indigenous rangers in Australia and abroad. 

The Thin Green Line DVD is available from the Library for the cost of a gold coin donation.  All donations will 

be remitted in full to this incredible organisation. 

Council is Reducing the Risk of Flooding in Brown Hill Creek 
  
The City of Mitcham, in partnership with the Adelaide and Mount Lofty  
Ranges Natural Resources Management Board, is restoring Brown Hill Creek to 
improve the natural environment and water flow. 
  
Council has begun removing vegetation which is restricting water flow in Brown Hill 
Creek through Godden Reserve, Delwood Reserve, JW Morris Reserve, Soldiers Me-
morial Gardens and Betty Long Reserve. Weeds, small saplings and trees (less than 5 
metres in height), bamboo thickets, fallen dead trees and debris from the creek bed and 
banks within the creek channel are being removed to improve the flow of water. 
  
Once the natural flow of the creek has been restored a few larger trees (greater than 5 
metres in height excluding significant native trees), which seriously impact the flow of 
flood water, will be removed from the creek bed and banks. 
  
In spring Council will begin to replant and revegetate along the banks using local native 
trees, shrubs and understorey plants to restore the natural environment of Brown Hill 
Creek. 

  

MORE GOOD NEWS FROM MITCHAM COUNCIL 

Images show the creek bed in Godden Reserve before and after clearing. 
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FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark 

Newsletter:  wayne@gmv.com.au 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2016 
PRESIDENT   Mark Pedlar  8278 1991  mnjpedlar@bigpond.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Mike Cerchez     8270 8870  cerchez@tpg.com.au  
SECRETARY   Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 
TREASURER   Carol Parrott 8278 6783  acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS.  Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Jim Trueman, Wayne Gallasch, 
     Hayley Prentice 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 
GUIDED WALKS for 2016  Barbara Raine   8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au  
LIBRARIAN     Shirley Alford  8278 1525 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR   Wayne Gallasch  8178 0688 wayne@gmv.com.au   
SIGNIFICANT TREES   Ron Tamblyn  8393 9803 
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS   Tina Gallasch  81780688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com  
MEMBERSHIP    Carol Parrott           8278 6783 acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au  
WEBSITE     Chris Lightowler  8270 4215 seow@live.com 
SPEAKERS     Tina Gallasch  8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in 
your mobile) 
Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 

FREE GUIDED WALKS  April to November 
Normally held on the 4

th
 Tuesday of the month. No guid-

ed walks over summer. 
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and 
meet in the car park there at the Office at 1.45 pm for a 
2.00pm start.  Dates are: April 25

th
, May 23

rd
 ,  June 23

rd
, 

July 28
th
, August 25

th
, September 22

nd
, October 27

th
 and 

November 24
th
. 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 

The Friends of Belair National Park, will be holding their 

annual Sir John Cleland Memorial for 2016 

Details and date in this newsletter in September events. 
 

Birthday Party 
Held on the 19

th
 of December to celebrate the birthday of 

Belair National Park. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 2016 
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Cen-
tre, Long Gully, Belair NP.  Speaker first, then the meet-
ing. Visitors welcome 
SEPTEMBER 
Saturday September 3rd 2016  1.00pm -  Danny Rorhlach, 
Sturt Upper Reaches Landcare Group - The Olibel Project. An 
update on this ambitious project and where it is at in 2016. 

(October-  Barbecue—no guest speaker.) 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday November 5th   1.00pm - Prof Chris Daniels: Flies - “Flies – 
the Australian national bird”.  When we think about the Australian bush 
we cannot help but think of flies. They are as big a part of the Australi-
an outdoors as gum trees and kangaroos. But what do we know about 
them? Why are there so many’?  What types are there? This talk will 
put the microscope on the fly – What do we do about them, and why.  

DECEMBER 

Saturday December 3rd   1.00pm - Ron Bellchambers, Friends of 
Brownhill Creek  - The Future of Brownhill Creek. Ron is the recipient 
of the 2016 Mitcham Council Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award. 

 

WORKING BEES. 
Meet by Belair Park Ticket Office 
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For 
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370 
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement. 
For 3

rd
 Saturday of each month at 9.00am phone  

8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 a single, $15 for a family regard-
less of when it is paid. 
 

If joining after 30th June, your first half year is discount-
ed to half price, so please pay  $5 for single, or $7.50 for 
joint membership. 
 

HOW TO PAY: 
 

Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 

Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 2, Belair 5052 
 

Pay by internet use this account information and email 
your contact information to 
acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078 
  A/c No:- 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 
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