
PATRON: Dr DAVID PATON AM

NEWSLETTER 4, DEC, 2010
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Deadlines are the 3rd Monday of the month preceding its issue. 

Contributions can be emailed to Michael Cerchez at cerchez@tpg.com.
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let a committee member know.
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It’s our 25th
 Birthday!

& the 119th birthday of B.N.P.

On – Sunday 19th December at 6pm

Come along to the Volunteer Centre,

Long Gully, Belair National Park & 
join the celebration.

Please bring a large plate of finger 
food to share. BYO drinks. Tea & 

Coffee provided

mailto:friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
http://www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2010
PRESIDENT Mike Cerchez 8339 6801

VICE PRESIDENT Jim Trueman 8278 
9359 

SECRETARY Jill Salvi 8278 6736 

 4 Colton Rd BLACKWOOD SA 5051

TREASURER Carol Parrott 8278 6783

COMMITTEE MEMBERS.  
Delwyn Clark, Brian DuBois, Barry 
Palmer, Isabel Storer, Ron Tamblyn.

VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS
Jill Salvi 8278 6736

GUIDED WALKS
Jenny Skinner 8278 8986

LIBRARIAN
Pam Tamblyn 8278 6593

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Mike Cerchez 8339 6801

WORKING BEES
Mike Cerchez 83396801

SIGNIFICANT TREES
Ron Tamblyn 8278 6593

CALENDAR 2010/2011
SPECIAL EVENTS 

Sunday 19th December 2010 
Birthdays. Belair National Park 119th and 
Friends of Belair National Park 25th

6.00 pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long 
Gully, Belair National Park.

Saturday 5th February 2011, 
Annual General Meeting.
1.00 pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long 
Gully, Belair National Park

REGULAR EVENTS

General Meetings on the first Saturday of 
the month, but not in January.. 

1.00pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long 
Gully, Belair National Park. Visitors 
welcome. 
NO MEETING IF THERE IS A TOTAL 
FIRE BAN.

Working Bees on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
meet outside the Information Centre, 
Belair National Park
8.00 am daylight saving time. (8.30 am in 
the winter) Enquiries Mike 8339 6801
For Sunday or Wednesday working bee 
telephone Ron on 8278 6593.
For Monday, telephone Vaike on 8277 
9596.
REMEMBER THAT START TIMES 
CHANGE WITH DAYLIGHT SAVING.
NO WORKING BEE IF THERE IS A 
TOTAL FIRE BAN, RAINING, OR TOO 
HOT (OVER 20 AT 8 OR OVER 35 
MAXIMUM) (Ring organiser if in doubt)
.
Free Guided Walks are from April to 
December, on the 4th Tuesday afternoon. 
Meet outside the Information Centre, 
Belair National Park at 1.45 pm. All 
welcome. 
The next Tuesday walk will be on 26th 

April 2011. This is a public holiday 
following Easter and Anzac Day. 
Enquiries Jenny 8278 8986 or Shirley 
8278 1525. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM of the Friends of Belair 
National Park
will be held on Saturday February 5th 

2011 at 1.00pm at the Volunteer Centre, 
Long Gully, and Belair National Park. 

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
1. Receive the Annual Report for 2010
2. Receive the audited Financial Statement 
for 2010
3. Appoint an Auditor for 2011
4. Election of Officers and Committee for 
2011
5. Set the subscription rates for 2011. 
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The AGM will be followed by afternoon 
tea and a general monthly meeting.

(If there is a TOTAL FIRE BAN in the 
Mount Lofty Ranges on that day the 
meeting will be postponed until the 
following month on Saturday 6th March 
2011?)

VOLUNTEER HOURS WORKED FOR 
2010

If you have an “adopt-a-block” or work 
apart from the Tuesday and Friday 
morning working bees, we need to know 
how many hours you or your group have 
worked in Belair National Park in 2010 All 
our volunteer hours are added together to 
give a grand total for Friends of Belair, 
and it is usually Grand. Total hours for 
2009 were 3890.

This is added to all other South Australian 
Friends of Parks working hours and 

demonstrates to the government how much 
South Australians care for their Parks, and 
hopefully is an influence on government 
policy. Certainly the hours worked in 
Belair do influence how much money we 
manage to get from grants to be spent in 
the Park.

Team leaders of working bees keep 
records of hours worked throughout the 
year. However if you have an adopt-a-
block or a special project, or do special 
work not recorded elsewhere or by 
someone else, then please add up your 
hours for this year and send the total in by 
January 16th 2011, with a summary of what 
you did where.

Send to Friends of Belair National Park, 
PO Box 2, Belair 5052, or put in an 
envelope addressed to Friends of Belair 
and leave at Belair Office, or email 
jrsalvi@bigpond.com, or telephone. Jill on 
8278 6736.

Thank you.
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FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK WISH EVERYONE

A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND

ALL THE BEST FOR THE NEW YEAR

JOIN US IN WORKING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT IN SA’S NUMBER ONE PARK



BELAIR PRIMARY SCHOOL VISIT TO BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
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Mike Cerchez suggesting

Olive trees make great 

Christmas trees

Leanne Miller’s  Class displaying the 
weeds the collected in the Belair 
Primary School Conservation Area

                 V for Volunteers. 
Carol Cornishes’s class

They’ve learnt about Friends of 
Belair National Park, a great group 

of volunteers



At our November meeting not only were 
the yiros a great success, (thank you Barry 
and Ruth) but Judith’s Biscotten Torte 
was so popular that people asked for the 
recipe, so here it is.

Ingredients
375g or 24 sweet biscuits 
(Nice would be nice)
125 g butter
½cup castor sugar
2 eggs
125g ground almonds
A few drops almond essence
½ cup milk
½cup of milk, extra
1½ tablespoon rum
1½ cups cream
Grated chocolate

1. Make the filling: cream butter 
and sugar until light and fluffy. 
Beat egg yolks into creamed 
mixture; add ground almonds 
and almond essence. Very 
gradually beat in half a cup of 
milk. Beat egg-whites until soft 
peaks form; fold half into 
creamed mixture, then fold in 
remaining half.

2. Combine the rum and extra half 
a cup of milk. Arrange 6 biscuit 
lengthwise in 2 rows (3 biscuits 
to a row) beside one another on 
a sheet of aluminium foil or 
grease proof paper. Brush 
liberally with rum-milk 
mixture.

3. Spread one third of the cream 
filling evenly over the biscuits. 
Top with another layer of 
biscuits. Brush biscuits 
generously with milk-rum 
mixture as before. Continue 
with filling, biscuits and 
brushing, ending with a row of 
biscuits. Wrap in aluminium 

foil. Refrigerated several hours 
or overnight.

4. Several hours before serving 
arranged Torte on a serving 
plate. Cover and decorate with 
whipped cream. Sprinkle top 
with grated chocolate or toasted 
almond. Refrigerated again. 
Cut into slices.

Pink-lip orchid surveying 

Caladenia behrii or the pink-lip spider 
orchid is classified as an endangered 
species in South Australia. It is only found 
in the southern Mt. Lofty Ranges with its 
range extending from Scott Creek in the 
south to Kersbrook in the north. Here in 
Belair National Park, we have been 
monitoring this orchid since 2000, with the 
numbers increasing from 16 back then to 
41 plants this year. The monitoring 
involves caging new plants to protect them 
from herbivory (kangaroos, possums and 
caterpillars) and recording when the plants 
flower and/or set seed. 
The project is coordinated by DENR's 
Threatened Flora Ecologist who is also 
responsible for the monitoring of other 
orchid species (like the leafy greenhood 
orchid of which there is a large population 
in Belair NP) and many other non-orchid 
species besides. 
This is 
important work 
in the battle to 
save once 
common plant 
species from 
extinction and 
also as an 
indicator of 
plant 
community 
health. 

Jenny Skinner 
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THE FRONT ENTRANCE

FIRSTLY THE EXIT OF OLD 

                                   GOING 

                           

                             STILL GOING→

 

←GOING

 GONE!

AND NOW THE NEW ENTRANCE HAS ARRIVED!!!! >>>
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>>>AS YOU APPROACH ↓

AFTER YOU HAVE ENTERED ↓
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Presidents Comments
Another year has almost finished!We have 
reached our 25th Anniversary. What now? 
The committee filled out a Volunteer 
Support Unit survey on membership. The 
group has changed in the last 25 years. We 
have all got older. Unfortunately this has 
meant the structure of Friends of Belair 
National Park has changed. The members 
now seem to be mainly retired seniors, 
with very few members under 60 or still 
working. Younger people, even though we 
would make them welcome would 
probably feel they do not fit in. The group 
is structured for the current members with 
meetings on Saturdays and working bees 
mainly during the week. This, in some 
ways makes it difficult recruiting new 
members. What the solution to this 
problem is, I don’t know? Do we need to 
change? It’s not that we don’t make new 
members welcome. Our membership has 
remained fairly steady at somewhere over 
90.
We’ve had some successful activities in 
this last quarter involving schools. A 
planting day was held with Hawthorndene 
Primary School in the Dianella Precinct 
and 3 sessions on Volunteering were held 
with 3 classes from Belair Primary School. 
The classes also participated in weeding 
sessions in their area North of Playford 
Lake. The Cleland Walk again was 
enjoyable even though numbers were 
again low. Meetings were interesting and 
well attended. 
We have come to that part of the year 
again where we are getting ready for our 
Annual General Meeting. We desperately 
need members to volunteer to go on the 
committee and /or fulfil some of the roles, 
without which we cannot function as a 
group. A few of us are doing far too much. 
A situation which cannot continue! If we 

want Friends of Belair National Park to 
continue as a viable and successful group 
we urgently need help with some of the 
jobs which have to be filled. For example 
we need someone to help with our internet 
presence, and it would be nice if someone 
could take over as newsletter editor. We 
don’t have a working bee coordinator, just 
to mention a few examples.
All in all, it has been a very good year, 
during which much has been 
accomplished. Peggy and I would like to 
wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas 
and look forward to another good year in 
2011.    Mike Cerchez

SOME SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS

Betty Franche turned 90 in September

Jim Trueman turned 80 on November 
21st

CONGRATULATIONS!

We welcome a new member

Elizabeth Martin.

Photographs in this newsletter were taken 
by Jenny Skinner, Mike Cerchez and Mary 
Cole.

DISCLAIMER

The views and opinions expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the author of 
the item and do not necessarily 
represent the views and opinions of the 
Friends of Belair National Park
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