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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR DECEMBER 2021
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From The Editor,
There has been an exceptional flowering this Spring, as witnessed
in our gardens and in the various guided walks described in the
newsletter. Most likely it has been the result of the reasonably wet
Winter and the later, cooler start to Spring.
Native species of particular note are Greenhood orchids and Hibbertias, as mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter.
A local action group opposed to the proposal for relocating the
Sturt Soccer Club to onto the fairways of the former Belair Golf
Club, have made us a donation to facilitate partial revegetation of
these areas.
-Tony Dyson
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SPRING WILDFLOWERS IN THE PARK
PHOTOS : PETE RAINE
We respectfully acknowledge the Kaurna people of the Adelaide Plains as the traditional custodians of the land on which we live.
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President’s Report

Our bushcare efforts continue enthusiastically. Weather
has hampered our efforts on occasions over the last
three months but numbers of weeders and hours worked
My quarterly reports can sometimes simply be a case of are showing real results. Mick Ayre, our bushcare
“keepin’ on keepin’ on” but just at the moment we are
coordinator in recent times, has just left us. He is moving
entering into a time of some change.
to the south coast. Mick had only been in that role for a
less than a year but we will certainly miss him. We do
The Honourable David Speirs, Minister for Environment not currently have a direct replacement for Mick. His job
and Water, has announced the re-zoning of the defunct is being done by several members, each taking on a
golf course area from Golf Course to Conservation 3.
portion. It is not certain whether we shall continue with
With this decision has come an amendment to the
the fragmented nature of the role or whether we will seek
National Park Management Plan. In all of these
one person who is willing to do the whole job. We have
changes, the proposed Sturt Soccer Club development
several people acting as on-site group leaders
in that area will not now proceed. A local action group
(Mike Cerchez, Barb Raine and Catherine Miles – Tuesthat had been seeking funds to provide for any possible days and Fridays, Pete Raine still on Saturdays) on
court action to combat the soccer development has
weeding events, one person managing the bushcare
consequently found its fighting fund superfluous and has plan (where do we work next) and mapping our results
donated the $1300 to Friends of Belair to aid
(Bevin Scholz), and another managing our herbicide
revegetation of the golf course area. DEW is currently
supplies (Ross Handsaker). We still need someone to
mowing the fairway areas adjacent to Upper Sturt Road manage our tools and equipment.
to maintain a fire break. However, the remaining
grassed areas are available for rehabilitation to native
We’ve also taken one decision recently to make our AV
bush. We are currently working with DEW and Belair
presentation easier. In mid-December we will have our
National Park Action Group to determine just what
data projector ceiling mounted in the Volunteer Centre.
native species can be planted where to start this
At the same time, we will get it plumbed into the speaker
process.
system. This will mean the system is permanently available and will do away with current need of projector
A couple of months ago The Honourable David Speirs
stands in the middle of the audience.
announced the availability of a series of partnership
grants. These funds would be available to two or more
Finally, as we prepare for our brief Summer Break, have
groups working together in environmental projects. The a really Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
government funds would have to be matched by the participants with either dollars or volunteer hours. We are
Mark Pedlar
partnering with the Threatened Plant Action Group to
protect a population of Pterostylis cuculata (Leafy
Greenhood orchid) in the park. The species is definitely
under threat and we are fortunate to have several populations in the park.

Cover Photo
The wildflowers (from top left): Pale Fanflower (Scaevola albida), Guinea flower (Hibbertia sp.), Creamy candles
(Stackhousia sp.), Bluebell (Whalenbergia sp.), Onion orchid (Microtis sp.) and Blue grass lily (Cesia calianther).
-Pete Raine.
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36th Birthday - Award Presentations
The FBNP 36th Birthday Function was held on Wednesday evening, 27th October, and included a shared meal
plus the presentation of service awards by Stuart Paul, Director of Regional Operations.
Congratulations to all who organised and assisted with the smooth running of this function.
-Ed.

The Cake.

Barbara Warburton for
25 years of service.

Betty Wise for 25 years
of service.

Ranger Jen Pitman cuts
the cake.

Ron and Pam Tamblyn for
25 years of service.

Allen and Jo McCann for 25 years of service.

Mary Cole for 25 years
of service.

Barry and Ruth Palmer for 25
years of service.

Carol Parrott for 20 years
of service.
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Delwyn Clark received an award for 20 years of service.

Judy Jeffery for 20 years of service.

Spencer Trowse, gold pass for
15 years of service.

Isobel Storer, gold pass
for 15 years of service.

The Friends of Belair would like to
thank bushcarer Mary Cole who is
handing in her tools after 25 years of
extraordinary work and effort
especially in the railway dam area.
Mary has worked tirelessly for Belair
National Park, and will continue to
volunteer in Old Government House,
having made a huge difference to the
regeneration of so much of our
wonderful native bushland.
Thank you Mary Cole.
-Steve Raine
-Photo : Bevin Scholz

Dan and Bev Jaeger for 10 years
of service.

Photos : Wayne Gallasch

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:

Reesa Honorica
Rob Farrugia
Greg Palmer
Susan Hunt
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Talks at Monthly Meetings
September : Craig Wilkins
Today's guest speaker was Craig Wilkins from the Conservation Council of South Australia.
Craig discussed 'Collective Altruism’ - people generously working together on behalf of others and the planet we
call ‘home'. Something close to our heart, we've only got one planet, let's all look after it.
We ALL need to advocate for, and work towards, encouraging resilience and enabling nature.
-Pete Raine

.

Photo : Pete Raine
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September : Prof. Chris Daniels

For 9 years (!), Professor Chris Daniels has been the guest speaker at our November meeting.
This year, he discussed the importance of Biodiversity, globally and locally, and showcased some shining
examples.
Have you heard about the Tree Martins in Leigh Street in the Adelaide CBD? Or the work done at the Southern
Yorke Peninsula?
Biodiverse ecosystems are more stable, more resilient, and better adapted to the challenges faced from urbanisation and Climate Change. In times of a global pandemics such as COVID, biodiverse places are shown to improve wellbeing and decrease depression.
So, what is being done to save biodiversity? Short answer – lots!
Conservation ecology is such a diverse and necessary field, yet the societal disconnect with nature is growing as
we move away from living in nature to a more suburban existence
Species conservation and rewilding is happening, despite the ecological collapse, and Zoos and wildlife reserves
such as Cleland Wildlife Park are pivotal to this.
It can be depressing sometimes to think of the damage we’ve done, but some good news needs sharing and it’s
worth knowing that we CAN make a difference.
Professor Daniels’ talk was about much, much, much more than this, but to condense it to a FB post is incredibly
hard.
Once again, we are extremely grateful to Prof. Daniels for his time, his acumen and his good-humoured ecopragmatism. What a legend!
-Pete Raine.

Photo : Pete Raine
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SUN-LOVING MOTHS : TWO STORIES
THE BELAIR NATIONAL PARK STORY
By Marianne Broug
Almost daily I walk in our beautiful Belair NP, always feeling privileged to have its natural wealth and diversity virtually on my doorstep. Over the last couple of years it has become somewhat of a passion to walk, to look and to
photograph, and to share some of my observations of the park on local community, nature and photography social-media groups, and also on iNaturalist.
I frequently pose myself questions as I walk: What is that bug? What is that fungus? Who is eating that leaf? What
are those ants doing? On one particular day in late September 2021 I had noticed the prolific flowering of Hibbertia species and I had wondered about its pollinators. It seemed to me that on some flowering plants like Leptospermum or Bursaria the pollinators were very obvious, but I didn’t recall ever seeing many insects on Hibbertia.
And so … walking along Thelymitra Track that day, I stopped and looked down. And perhaps it was a case of first
-time lucky … because I witnessed the most amazing display of a very small black and white moth on the outstretched yellow petals of Hibbertia exutiacies. It circled around and around, up and down, dancing, running … all
at very high speed. I had never seen anything like it. I felt thrillings of discovery. What had I witnessed?
I took some photos and a short video and went home to research the identity of the moth. When I had no immediate success, I posted three photos on iNaturalist and very quickly both Doug Hilton and Axel Kallies contacted me
in excitement. I had found one of the Sun-Loving Moths that was the subject of their ten-year-long citizen science
project.
And so began a correspondence … and also a delightful, albeit often frustrating, preoccupation with capturing
more footage and photos for their project.

Link to Marianne Broug’s videos https://www.facebook.com/1521133940/videos/619592682413437/

The Unnamed Species of Sun-Loving Moth
on Hibbertia exutiacies.

The Sun-Loving Moth laying an egg.

Photos : Marianne Broug
THE AUSTRALIAN STORY
By Doug Hilton
Not all moths are nocturnal, brown and dusty and send shivers down the spine. As Marianne Broug’s photos of
an undescribed Sun-Loving Moth on Hibbertia exutiacies from Belair NP show, some are beautiful, metallic and
dance in the sun.
The Sun-loving Moth Group are a passionate group of amateur entomologists and over the last ten years of holidays, weekends away and extended highly-focused field trips have discovered that one family of tiny moths,
called Heliozelidae (or Sun-Loving Moths), is unexpectedly and incredibly diverse in Australia.
Our goal is to understand the diversity of this moth family and to explore the life history of different species by
working out the relationship between moths and their host plant; for example, where their lay their eggs, which
part of the plant the caterpillars eat, when and where they pupate and the impact of the moth (positive and negative) on the plant. We also aim to work out the family-tree of these moths by examining both the morphology of
the moths (see P1) and their DNA.
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The latter is like “Ancestry.Com” for moths. Once we understand how moths are related to each other we can
then name the new species and, where necessary, create new genera for them.
While the 35 described species of Australian Sun-Loving Moths were found mainly around Albany in WA, Tasmania and Sydney in the 19th century, we have found them from the top of Cradle Mountain to the desert around Kalgoorlie, across the Nullarbor Plain to SA and to the tropical north of Kakadu. From the moths we have already
collected, there are at least 300 new species.
One group of moths (see P2) is inextricably linked to the biology of the citrus plants, like Boronia, Zieria and Phebalium (Rutaceae). Female moths lay their eggs into flowers, and when they hatch, caterpillars eat the developing seeds. Because the caterpillars are only able to eat seeds of one species of plant – their survival is absolutely
dependent on that plant’s survival. In some cases, the relationship is even more intimate, with not only the plant
providing the caterpillars’ food, but also the female moth contributing to pollinating the plant’s flowers. In a few
cases the moths are the plant’s only pollinator.
A second group of moths, like the one photographed by Marianne, are associated only with Hibbertia
(Dilleniaceae). Like their citrus-loving relatives, they also lay their eggs into flowers. Whether some of these
moths also pollinate their host plant is something we want to determine. A third major group of Sun-Loving Moths
seem to live on Ericaceae (e.g. Leucopogon and Acrotriche) with caterpillars of many species feeding inside galls.
The fourth major group lay their eggs on Myrtaceae (e.g. Eucalyptus), with caterpillars “mining” the leaves and
then cutting out an oval case from the leaf in which they pupate. The leaves then look as though they have been
hit by a shot gun blast. Other smaller groups of Sun-Loving Moths are associated with Pomaderris
(Rhamnaceae), Grevillea (Proteaceae) and Melaleuca (Myrtaceae) and we know even less about these moths.
Although we have worked single-mindedly for ten years, we are only seeing the tip of the Sun-Loving Moth iceberg. We have looked at about 50 of the nearly 500 Australian citrus species; perhaps 5% of the 800 or so Ericaceae species and handful of plant species associated with other groups of Sun-Loving Moths. We also know that
moths are not always easy to spot. Moths are most obvious when they are adults and when they are flying - almost dancing – in the sun. Because most moths are adults for only a few days in a year, you must be at the right
place at the right time. We also know, from bitter experience, that even when they are there, many Sun-Loving
Moths tend to avoid flying when its chilly or windy and then inexplicably, even on a warm afternoon you can walk
kilometers and spend hours looking for moths on what seem to be 100 identical plants and find nothing, only to
see them flying around a scruffy plant back at the car. All of this says that to really understand the diversity of Sun
-Loving Moths in Australia we need more eyes, more lenses and ultimately more collaborators interested in being
part of this project..
Even without trying, new species of moths have been discovered and photographed incidentally by nature lovers
such as Marianne Broug, who have posted their beautiful photos on social media platforms like Instagram or on
the fabulous natural history platform, iNaturalist. But we can’t just wait for chance sightings – we need a more
deliberate and concerted effort. Please check the Rutaceae, Ericaceae and Dilleniaceae and other plants growing in your local area or when you are on holiday somewhere else – especially in spring and early summer. If you
see a moth, please take a photograph, note the GPS co-ordinates and let us know. If you can also provide details
like the time of day and the date the photo was taken, a plant ID and stage of flowering – all the better.
Please post your photos onto your own accounts and email us your photos at Sun.Loving.Moths@gmail.com

(P1) Photomicrograph of Sun-Loving Moth found on
Boronia megastigma.

(P2) Undescribed Species of Sun-Loving Moth on
Cyanothamnus coerulescens.

Photo : Verena Wimmer and Doug Hilton

Photo : Andy Young
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Bush Buddies Reports
September
'We had the perfect spring day to be outside for September Bush Buddies! Stephen Fricker from Uni of SA
introduced us to iNaturalist and the amazing tool that it is.'
'Out in the sunshine we found many orchids but most impressive for me was the carpets of brilliant yellow
bulbine lillies that I have never seen in such numbers on 'our patch' and is a long way from the dense broom that
was there many years ago when we started.'
'We even had a bearded dragon pose for the camera! So much out there to see and record and this is just a
start.'
For the full report head to:

https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/bush_buddies.html
-Craig Baulderstone

Bearded Dragon

Bulbine Lillies

Fan Flower

Photos : Crag Baulderstone
October
Beautiful weather and beautiful nature to record - perfect conditions for our involvement in the international citizen
science project called the Great Southern Bioblitz.
After meeting at the Volunteer Centre, we progressed to our special 'secret location' and it didn't disappoint! Our
small group that participated, made up for it in enthusiasm, with over 100 records 'captured' to show the rest of the
world the amazing biodiversity in our Belair National Park.
I want to make special mention of the incredibly professional approach of two young scientists, collecting some
amazing records. As always, it was a great opportunity for me to share what I have learnt and of course I learnt
new things from others and my new observations. Always something new!
-Craig Baulderstone
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Bushcare Reports
October
Following a beaut bushcare session in the park this morning; (so many Glossodia majors or Purple Cockatoo /
Waxlip orchids out!) the Friends had a morning tea at the Sheoak in honour of our retiring Bushcare co-coordinator
Mick Ayre pictured here who has done a marvellous job but is now moving away. We wish him all the best in his
new home and again thank him for his excellent work for us. He will be hard to replace and was much appreciated.
- Steve Raine

(L) Mick Ayre

(R) Wax-lip orchid
(Glossodia major)

Photos : Bevin Scholz
Wonderful bushcare session yesterday morning with a big turnout enjoying the warm conditions working in VMU
18 in often dense but excellent bushland. Great to see a Theylmitra pauciflora or Slender Sun Orchid blooming at
the end. Plenty of other native wildflowers out too including Glossodia majors (Purple Cockatoo) Leek & Onion
( Prasophyllum & Microtis species), Thysanotis patersonii (Twining Fringe Lily),Pimela humilis ((Small Riceflowers) , Hibbertia species & more. A great time to be out enjoying & helping the park.
- Steve Raine, who also supplied the photo, below.
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October Guided Walk
We had beautiful conditions and a great turn-out for Sunday's repeat of our October Guided Orchid walk through
some of the best parts of the Park seen at their very best with stacks of great orchids blooming including plenty of
Spiders (Arachnorchis tentaculata & leptochilus), Sun orchids notably Thelymitra rubra, a trio of Leek Orchid species ( Prasophyllum pallidium, fitzgeraldi & pruinosum), Caladenia carnea (Pink Fingers), Calochilus platychilus
(Bearded Orchid) and more - even a single late flowering Donkey Orchid ( Diuris orientis) still out at the end. A very
enjoyable and informative walk well led & run by Pete Raine & afraid my camera phone photos here don't do it justice.
-Steve Raine

Spider orchid
(Arachnorchis tentaculate)

Pink fingers
(Caladenia carnea)

Donkey orchid
(Diuris orientis)

Sun orchid
(Thelmytra rubra)

Photos : Wikimedia

Care Required When Weeding
Please stop pulling out our native plants. Unfortunately hundreds of Hills Fire Daisies (Ixodia achillaeoides) have
recently been pulled out along our walking tracks in Belair National Park by members of the public.
These are a good native plant and not a weed.
Never pull out any plants unless you are participating in a bushcare activity.
Here's some great info on these plants with thanks to the Friends of Black Hill and Morialta.
"Ixodias are only found in Australia, and we have two species, with Ixodia achillaeoides being the one known to us.
This plant is also sometimes known as 'Fireweed' but don't be confused, it is not a weed. Unfortunately, plants are
often seen uprooted along the tracks. This practice is not only ill-informed, it is also un-lawful. Don't be confused,
these are not weeds!
The name achillaeoides means similar to the genus Achillea - these are the plants known as yarrow.
A small shrub to about 2m tall., the flattened stems are very distinctive, and bright green when all around other
plants are browning off. With bright white daisy-like flowers in clusters at the ends of branches in early summer.
Flowers about about a half a centimetre across.
Fire response
The primary way Ixodia achillaeoides responds to fire is by regrowing from seed. Most of the seed germinate following a fire disturbance, and seeds are relatively short lived. Seeds on the plants do not survive being scorched by
fire. There is medium confidence that plants will repopulate an area following a fire event. However, all plants will
be of the same age, and need sufficient time to reach maturing set and release seed if they are to survive subsequent fire events. There is low confidence that plants will establish in a new area following fire as plants do not
compete well with other regenerating species."
Signs have been put up today in the areas this is happening most.
Thanks for all your concern and care.
Source: https://www.fobhm.org/ixodia.htm
-Hayley Prentice
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Native Vegetation Signage

We are lucky to have many different species of wattles
currently colouring the bush in splashes of gold
Check out what Wattle Day is all about here:
http://www.wattleday.asn.au/about-wattle-day
-Hayley Prentice

Photos : Hayley Prentice

Ixodia achillaeoides
Photo : Friends of Black Hill and Morialta
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- with thanks to Fae Trueman and the
Blackwood Times

2022 Membership Renewal
Membership renewal for 2022 for Friends, and Bush Buddies Families is
due on 1st January 2022. Fees for the calendar year remain the same:
Single membership $10 and family membership $15;
payment via EFT is preferred
Bank details: BSB 105-078, Acct Number: 306250940,
Acct Name: Friends of Belair Park; Acc Ref: Your Name (Membership)
AND please email your contact information to rainea@bettanet.com.au
Payment may also be made by cheque to FoBNP Inc., PO Box 2, Belair 5052,
or in cash to the Membership Secretary, Alan Raine at a meeting.
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC.
Postal Address:- PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052
Email: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Website: https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/
Webmaster: seow@live.com : Facebook: www.facebook.com/fobnp
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2020
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mark Pedlar
8278 1991
mnjpedlar@bigpond.com
Mike Cerchez
0407 601 078
cerchez@tpg.com.au
Tina Gallasch
0417 870 596
friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Carol Parrott
8278 6783
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
James McGregor, Chris Lightowler, Tony Dyson, Hayley Prentice

CO-ORDINATORS
GUIDED WALKS for 2022 (Tuesday)
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2022 (Sunday)
LIBRARIAN
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS
MEMBERSHIP
WEBSITE
SPEAKERS
BUSH CARE COORDINATOR

Barb Raine
Peter Raine
Aileen Ferris
Tony Dyson
Hayley Prentice
Lesley Charlesworth
Alan Raine
Chris Lightowler
Tina Gallasch
TBA

rainea@bettanet.com.au
pirate-pete75@hotmail.com
friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com
hayleyprentice@hotmail.com
lc.charles@bigpond.com
rainea@bettanet.com.au
seow@live.com
friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
rainea@bettanet.com.au

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
(Put these numbers in your mobile):
Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676

Membership Payments

FREE GUIDED WALKS
April to November: 2022
Walk dates: To be announced

HOW TO PAY:

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
2022: To be decided
Birthday Party
Held on the 27th October—the date on which the
Friends of Belair NP was formed.
MONTHLY MEETINGS—2022
First Saturday of the month, Note that there is no meeting in January. First meeting for 2022 will be the AGM
on Saturday 5th February.
BUSH CARE:
Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval)
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings.
Bush care on other days, meet by arrangement.
For 3rd Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the
Green Shed.

Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family .
Renewals are due at the beginning of each year.

1. Pay the treasurer at a meeting
2. Forward payment and your contact details to
The Treasurer
Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 2, Belair 5052
3. To pay by internet use this account information and
email your contact information to
rainea@bettanet.com.au
Bank SA:
BSB 105-078: A/c No: 306250940
A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park
A/c Ref:- your name (membership fees)

PLEASE NOTE: ALL MEETINGS, BUSH CARE, AND
WALKS ARE CANCELLED IN THE EVENT OF A BUSH
FIRE WARNING OR A SEVERE WEATHER EVENT.
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