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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR DECEMBER 2020

From the Editor,
With many months of restricted activities, and with some periods of restriction still to come, it is heartening to hear from DEW Minister, David
Spiers, of very significantly increased funding for the environment in the
2020-2021 State Budget. The total investment is over $203 million of
which $130 million is for SA national parks.
The total investment will include approximately $30 million for bushfire
management, $45 million for rebuilding infrastructure lost in the Kangaroo
Island bushfires, approximately $40 million for revitalising national parks,
approximately $60 million for River Murray water initiatives, $16 million for
flood risk mitigation in the Patawalonga and Gawler rivers, approximately
$9 million for infrastructure in the Adelaide Botanical Gardens and Botanic
Park and $3 million for support to conserve and protect native vegetation
on private land.
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-Tony Dyson

YELLOW-FOOTED ANTECHINUS (Antechinus flavipes)
PHOTO : BEVIN SCHOLZ
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President’s Report
After a winter of virtual activities let’s review some
of the real things that have happened this spring.

Dene Cordes an originator of the Friends of Belair,
indeed, the power behind the creation of ‘Friends’
groups was awarded Life Membership of the
We started our monthly face to face general meetFriends of Belair in 1991. For some obscure reason
ings again and have had several guest speakers in
this achievement was never marked with a public
the last three months. Our newly refurbished Volunproclamation or a citation at the time. Dene, I pubteer Centre with its outstanding kitchen facilities
licly apologise to you for this inordinate delay. Like
was opened by MP Nicolle Flint. It was her activity
justice, recognition delayed is recognition denied.
at a federal government level that made available
Thank you again Dene for your enormous and conthe $35K funding needed to achieve this. Thank
tinued efforts on behalf of the Friends.
you, Nicolle. As I said in the previous newsletter
sincere and great thanks go to those in the Friends After those positive comments we now have to adwho helped in the construction. Notably the Hercu- just ourselves to a period of lockdown again. We
are now 24 hours into a 6-day lockdown to help
lean efforts of Carol and Malcolm Parrott.
combat recent Covid outbreaks in the state. The
In October we held another face to face gathering –
Park along with all others in the state are closed. I
the Birthday Party. Gill Peacey for DEW made
happened to be with Rangers in Deep Creek Park
presentations to several members for Long Service. the other day when the lockdown was announced
and they had to drop everything, find any campers
Trees for Life held a training session in the Park a
couple of weeks ago and it was possible for several in the park and send them home. I very much doubt
that 6+8 days will be the end of this most recent set
of our members to attend.
of restrictions. We’ll all watch this space.
Most importantly, in October a long-standing oversight was belatedly corrected.
-Mark Pedlar

The New Kitchen and Facilities

Meeting Room Cupboards and
Benches

PHOTOS : CAROL PARROTT

Cover Photo
Bevin Scholtz had not seen an antechinus before during his long period of observing nature in the Park. He considers himself to be fortunate to have obtained this photograph. The antechinus is a small Australian native carnivorous
marsupial.
James McGregor has seen several in the Park during the past couple of years but without photographing.
-Editor
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Talks at Monthly Meetings
October : Mark Pedlar
Sadly, the guest speaker for October (from The City of Mitcham) cancelled at the last minute. Happily though, we
had back-up! Mark, our President, showed us some amazing photos from his collection that caused audible gasps
and 'wow' moments as he talked about 'Light and Shade' - the framing of images and what to do to make a 'simple
picture' into a 'stunning photograph'. (See below) I, nor FB's watering-down of image quality can do the images
justice, but we thank Mark for filling in at the last minute.
-Pete Raine

November : Prof Chris Daniels
For about 8 years, Professor Chris Daniels has spoken to our group. He's always such an engaging and interesting
speaker and today was no different. Part depressing and part uplifting, Chris talked about the little critters and their
role in maintaining the ecology of places like Belair as 'gardeners' to improve soil and ecosystem health. Thanks to
all that came along. We feel sad, yet hopeful, that we can continue our work for habitat.
Please keep your cats inside. –Pete Raine
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Snakey Sunday 20 September 2020 – because I saw my first snake for the season and it was awesome!

Let’s talk about our serpentine friends and share some salient snake snippets….
There are 36 species of Joe Blakes in South Australia (including marine species) All snakes are ‘reactive’. That
means they don’t plan to bite or harm a human, but if you’re in it’s escape route; you should give it space. It wants
to get away, because it can’t eat you or mate with you. They will try and avoid confrontation The average size of a
Brown Snake’s fangs is 2.8mm, and the fangs are not like a hypodermic needle, the venom discharges from the
back, above the tip (so wearing long pants of ‘heavy material’ will avoid envenomation to the skin) 75% of initial
strikes are ‘dry’ with not a drop of venom injected – they save that for prey that can be eaten later 90% of bites that
envenomate, are the result of people (usually male, often intoxicated) who are trying to catch or kill the snake
There are around 3,000 snakebites in Australia each year, with recent figures showing around 550 hospitalisations
and an average of TWO deaths per annum. All snakes are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act
1972 (NPW Act), so you are breaking the law to kill it. If it’s in the bush, give a snake some space and feel lucky to
see it. If it’s in your house or yard, call an authorised snake catcher. Snakes are awesome, special creatures with
as much right to live here as us - we live in the urban / bush interface, so they are a part of life in Belair, but respect them.
Information from my notes from Geoff Coombe – Living with Wildlife, RFDS – Snakebite Statistics 2020 and
Google/Wiki https://www.flyingdoctor.org.au/.../outbacksurvival.../
-Pete Raine

Brown snake (Pseudonaja textilis)
Photos : Bevin Scholz

2021 Membership Renewal
Membership renewal for 2021 for Friends, and Bush Buddies Families is
due on 1st January 2021. Fees remain the same:
Single membership $10 and family membership $15
Bank details: BSB 105-078, Acct Number: 306250940,
and Acct Name: Friends of Belair Park
OR: by cash or cheque to PO Box 2 Belair 5052,
OR: pay the Membership Secretary, Alan Raine at a meeting.
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35th Birthday Celebration and Award Presentations
Our Friends group celebrated its 35th birthday this week!
We are one of the oldest Friends of Parks groups in the State. There was food, cake and awards, with many members in attendance from new members through to founding members of 35 years!

Christine Stanley and Dene Cordes
Cutting the Cake

Life Membership for Dene Cordes

Certificates of Appreciation for Christine
Stanley and Dene Cordes

Certificate of Appreciation for Ann and Gill Ross
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Certificate of Appreciation for Vaike Aldridge

Certificate of Appreciation for Aileen Ferris

The 35th Birthday Gathering

10 yr Membership for Bevin Scholtz

All Photos : Wayne Gallasch

Mike Cerchez with Rangers (L to R)
Richard DeGroot, Jen Pitman and Brent Lores
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Paul Napoleon Franche
b. 21st January 1921, Drummondville Quebec, d. 5th
June 2020

backpacked the arduous Milford Track in NZ and a 100
day walk through South America—incredible.

Of course there was an earlier life in England and Canada. Paul enlisted in 1939 and joined the Royal Canadian
Ninety nine years of age. He had plans, friends and fami- Regiment. World War II broke out and he sailed to Engly to contact all around the world. A 100th Birthday to
land. At Aldershot he decoded messages coming from
celebrate, files of papers wanting attention, his interests France (French was his first language). In the Canadian
were wide and varied … Paul was involved in life 100%. Provost Corps he served in France, Belgium and HolPaul retired from his accounting business and Betty from land, returning to England on VE Day he re-joined Betty.
teaching in 1988 and came to live in Australia. Keen to He was discharged in Canada, Betty joined him for some
months until they returned to England and Paul completlearn, they joined Friends of Belair and Onkaparinga
Parks. Paul audited the books for both groups and many ed his accountancy studies, then settled in Somerset with
others too. He was on the Committee and Treasurer for another venture, raising and showing goats. Paul travFriends of Parks and Vice-President 1998-1999. They elled the world as a judge, including the Royal Perth
joined ARPA (Australian Retired Persons Association) Show in 1979.
and Paul was President for a number of years and Na- A move to Australia in 1986 and a headlong dive into life
tional President in 1982.
here. Betty and Paul were contributors and steamed enThere was bowls, Trees for Life, Meals on Wheels deliveries, reading and monitoring books for the hearing impaired, geology trips, church—the list goes on. Paul had
a great idea—collect bottles and cans to raise funds.
1000s of dollars was raised for work on the environment.
Paul and Betty were intrepid travellers, from the Arctic to
the Antarctic and countries in between. In their 70s they

ergetically and enthusiastically through life—an inspiration to family and friends. How many couples celebrate
70 years of marriage? They did, so yet another party and
another of Paul’s jokes.
-Fae and Jim Trueman
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Bush Buddies Reports
propagated a large number of seedlings that were
Report by Craig and Jo Baulderstone, 30th meeting planted near the Volunteer Centre and in the Bush Budon Sunday 26th July 2020
dies patch of VMU 28. Later in the year Karen and Jeff
Reid from COOTS helped us to propagate more plants
We had a great planting day for July Bush Buddies in a Bush Buddies session and today has seen those
sun shining and lovely moist soil. We added another
plants go in the ground.
100 plants into our area near the volunteer centre, as
part of a restoration plans originally started by Ranger
Tim Fulbohm. Six years ago the area was dominated
by Cape Broom but many years of weed control from
the Friends and carers of VMU28 had significantly reduced the broom and helped the sparse native species
to grow. Then 2 years ago Tim organised to have the
area burnt, which triggered a lot of natural regeneration,
which is continuing to increase and compete with weed
regrowth. Tim had collected seed, particularly of threatened plants, with plans to propagate from this seed and
plant out into areas where the species would have originally occurred. Last year Karen Lane of Growing Bush

All went well with the plants going in the ground in record time and as I walked around after as a last 'quality
control' check, there was nothing to do with such a
good job done. One of the interesting 'problems' of today was finding spots to dig holes without small native
plants growing there already. If we can keep up the
weed control, the natural regeneration continues to increase. At the end of the session we checked a known
patch of rare Blunt Greenhoods. It was great to see
they seem alive and well and some already in flower.

Report and photos by Craig and Jo Baulderstone,
31st meeting on Sunday 13th September 2020

the season is already moving on, such as the last of
the flowers on the kangaroo thorn that was so brilliant
just weeks ago.

It was a very small but enthusiastic group for September Bush Buddies, on a beautiful spring morning.... no
place I would rather be! We started by checking on our
plantings from the last session and all were doing well.
A few competing weeds that have grown up within the
tree guards, were removed and we gave them all a
drink of water.
From here we moved to Playford Lake for the start of a
walk along Moorowie, Lodge, Carawatha and Brady
Gully tracks. Lots of orchids were out, including dense
patches of donkey orchids and the first of the purple
cockatoo orchids. Plants were flowering everywhere
and it was fun spotting the little splashes of colour and
then discovering the amazingly intricate detail - bluegrass lily flowers come to mind - and then the brilliant
explosions of colour such as patches of twiggy bush
pea absolutely covered in their orange, red and mauve
flowers. We also saw the remnants of flowers, where

The wildlife didn't let us down either with an echidna
seen going about its business, lots of different birds,
including rosellas nesting in one of those so important
tree hollows we must protect, and many very relaxed
kangaroos, from massive males that make me look
small, to a number of mothers with curious joeys in
pouches, happy to pose for photos. Every time I go for
a walk in nature, I expect to see something that I have
never seen or noticed before. This time it was two
brown snakes mating. Someone noticed the movement
just metres from the track, but a closer look revealed it
was actually two brown snakes entangling around each
other. As soon as they noticed we had destroyed their
privacy, they were off in the opposite direction - definitely no interest in us! Such a treat to get these first
hand glimpses of what is going on in nature all the time
that we usually just see in documentaries.
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Report and photos by Craig and Jo Baulderstone,
32nd meeting on Sunday 11th October 2020
We had a great walk for October Bush Buddies, to retrace our steps on the Thelymitra Track, that we did
about this time last year. As always with nature - some
things were the same and some things different and
usually some things you don't expect. It was a beautiful
day and the brilliant colours made it like stepping into an
impressionist painting, and while listening to a calming
backing soundtrack of an orchestra of bird calls. Most
brilliant were the yellow guinea flowers (three species),
contrasting with the tetretheca and blue grass and chocolate lillies in the understorey and brilliant orange
blooms on bush pea. Then as you walk, looking at the
finer detail level you could see orchids, mainly pink fingers, little greenhoods, some purlple cockatoo orchids
and sun orchids, like you might expect to find on the
Thelymitra track.

most notable was lots of Yam daisies that have come
up. I only managed to find three resprouts of Erica from
roots that must have snapped off when weeding. Can't
wait to see it again next year!
Then we walked past a recent control burn area and
exciting rebirth of the area with resprouting stringybarks
and spotting what new species are coming back. We
had been looking out for the bright yellow waxy leaf native buttercups and only seen a few, and then 'boom'
and there was a complete carpet of them covering
patches of the burn area.

I love getting out into the bush and you would have
heard me say that almost every time I go for a good
walk, I see something I have never seen before. I was
taken by all the brilliant sundews with their sticky display
like glass flowers. These carnivorous plants trap insects
in their stickiness and then consume them for nutrients.
This particularly healthy one I noticed, not only had the
It was pleasing to see there were almost no weeds. Last normal little bugs visible but had managed to snag a
year we found a big patch of Erica on the Bush Buddies relatively huge white moth. The head was buried deep
into the flower and would have been a meal and a half
walk. We removed some then and followed up with
some Saturday bushcare crews. The area has not fully for this plant. No wonder it looked so healthy!
recovered yet but promising natural recruitment and

the introduced grasses had dried off and would no longer provide nutritious food for kangaroos, although there
were quite large and spreading patches of Microlaena
Great day and great turnout particularly given there was or weeping rice grass that were by contrast green and
lush. Other native grasses like kangaroo grass and walweeding on offer! But that is the point demonstrated,
laby grass will also continue to be green into summer.
what we did was bushcare to restore healthy ecosystems for animals and plants to thrive in and repeated,
follow up weeding is an important tool in achieving that. You could see these were favourite spots for kangaroo
Our measure of success is seeing all the native plants visits and these will continue to be green and provide
food during summer. Hopefully a few less will run the
that have self-propagated and done so well in an area
risk of jumping over busy Upper Sturt Road to feed on
that just a few years ago was completely covered in a
our lawn! And of course any time you are out in nature
canopy of Cape Broom.
is the opportunity to see new animals and insects. I
found an interesting caterpillar that was busy eating all
It was too late in the season to see lots of the flowers
the leaves off the broom and other stripped plants that
and orchids that we have seen earlier, but a few bluebells, buttercups and onion orchids were still there and appeared to be dead, but unfortunately left my camera
behind! Thanks to everyone and we did cover quite a
Christmas bush and Hills daisy getting ready for their
large area, including collecting a lot of seed off the
summer flowering. One thing that stood out is that all
plants pulled out.
Report by Craig and Jo Baulderstone,
33rd meeting on Sunday 8th November 2020

Weeping rice grass
(Austrostipa sp.)

Kangaroo grass
(Themeda triandra)
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Please note that at the next meeting we will have the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
This will be on Saturday 6th February 20121, Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, at 1.00 pm.
All office holders and committee members will step down. Nominations for all positions will need to be with the
Secretary by Friday 5th February. (Using the nomination form provided on page 11).
We need:
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, plus a minimum of 4 Committee Members:
In addition, a proposal has been put forward that the role of Secretary be split in two, the secondary role being
that of Social Secretary. This will be a Committee position. Please contact the Secretary at:
friendsofbelairpark@msn.com for a description of these duties.

donate to the Friends of BNP, to buy some plants to
help increase the habitat for the bandicoots. These
A heart-warming message from our Bushcare Coordikeen youngsters enjoy the Park, and especially the aninator, Barb. We’re really grateful to the children of
mals they see! They may be able to help us with plantBlackwood Kindy who have donated some money on
ing for the bandicoots next year. Here's to inspiring the
Wednesday during their Nature Play activity in the Park. next generation of conservationists, creating positive
A wonderful total of $233.00 was raised, with coins
action to help our planet.
placed on “The Money Tree”. The children have earned
- Pete Raine
the coins by doing jobs at home, and have chosen to

Blackwood Kindergarten
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The FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK, Inc
NOMINATION FORM:
Any financial member may submit a nomination for any position. Each nomination must be submitted on a
separate form. Send your completed form to:

The Secretary, Friends of Belair National Park
PO Box 2, Belair, SA 5042
Email: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com

Applications close:

5th February 2021

Nominee details:
First name:

Surname:

Nominee’s postal address:
(include postcode)

Nominee’s phone number:

Nominee’s email address:

Position nominated: (e.g. secretary, president, treasurer committee member)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:

Miriam Saunders and Martin Martin-Shaw
Nina Maggs
Dianne Walker and John Foden
Tim, Oriana, William & Anna Harris
Maureen Germaine and Rob Haughton & family
Julie & Russell Miller
Chloe Todd
Anton Hooft
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC.
Postal Address:- PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052
Email: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Website: https://www.friendsofbelairpark.org.au/
Webmaster: seow@live.com : Facebook: www.facebook.com/fobnp
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2020
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mark Pedlar
8278 1991 mnjpedlar@bigpond.com
Mike Cerchez
8270 8870 cerchez@tpg.com.au
Tina Gallasch
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Carol Parrott
8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
James McGregor, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Tony Dyson

CO-ORDINATORS
GUIDED WALKS for 2021 (Tuesday)
Barbara Raine
rainea@bettanet.com.au
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2021 (Sunday)
Peter Raine
pirate-pete75@hotmail.com
LIBRARIAN
Aileen Ferris
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Tony Dyson
0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY
Hayley Prentice
hayleyprentice@hotmail.com
SIGNIFICANT TREES
Ron Tamblyn
8393 9803
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS
Tina Gallasch
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
MEMBERSHIP
Alan Raine
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au
WEBSITE
Chris Lightowler seow@live.com
SPEAKERS
Olivia Macolino
friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
BUSH CARE COORDINATOR
Barbara Raine
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au
BUSH CARE Tuesday or Friday,
Barbara Raine
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your
mobile): Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676
Guest Speakers
There are no more guest speakers this year.
December meeting Saturday 5th December:
a Barbecue 12 midday, held at Old Government
House. Please book—
friendsofbelairpark@msn.com. Or call the Secretary
8178 0688.
FREE GUIDED WALKS
April to November
There are no more walks this season. The first walk for
2021 is Tuesday April 13th and duplicated on Sunday
April 18th.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
2021: To be announced, but usually held in October.

BUSH CARE:
Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval)
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370
rainea@bettanet.com.au
Bush care on other days, meet by arrangement.
For 3rd Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the
Green Shed.
Membership Payments
Annual renewal is $10 single, $15 for a family .
Renewals are due at the beginning of each year.
HOW TO PAY:
1. Pay the Membership Secretary at a meeting
2. Forward payment and your contact details to
The Membership Secretary
Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 2, Belair 5052

3. To pay by internet use this account information and
email your contact information to Alan Raine at:
Birthday Party
rainea@bettanet.com.au
Held on the 27th October—the date the Friends of Belair
Bank SA:
BSB 105-078: A/c No: 306250940
NP was formed.
A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park
A/c Ref:- Your Name (Membership Fees)
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2020
Saturday 5th December: Proposed joint meeting of
FoBNP and FOGH at Old Government House, Belair
NP. Start time 12 midday. Meat for barbecue provided,
as well as dessert. BYO salad and drinks. WILL BE
CONFIRMED ASAP—depending on Covid-19
restrictions.

