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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR DECEMBER 2019

From the Editor,
Fire in the bush can have both adverse and beneficial effects; fire management is the key to the outcome. In his latest book, “The Biggest Estate
on Earth”, Prof Bill Gammage of the ANU shows how Indigenous fire management shaped the Australian landscape before 1788.
Indigenous people used fire as a tool to create essentially treeless grassy
areas with a few scattered trees and sharp forest edges. This arrangement attracted kangaroos, wallabies and other game for hunting. One result created by this mosaic of patch-burning was that it reduced the intensity and frequency of wildfire.
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Following the disastrous bushfires in Qld and NSW, their fire services organisations are consulting (belatedly) the local Indigenous communities
regarding fire management.
Perhaps 2020 will be a year of enlightenment.
-Tony Dyson
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Submission to Department of Environment and Water
re: Draft Planning and Design Code:

President’s Report
This quarter’s missive covers just one topic but one
which could significantly affect our Park.
The State Government is in the process of concluding a
Draft Planning and Design Code. When instituted it is
intended to simplify the development and planning system in the state. In particular it is intended to give more
certainty to developers. However, properly managed it
will give similar benefits to conservationists like ourselves.
In the last month I have attended two meetings between
DEW, DPTI and conservation groups to enable the government to discuss with us the implications for such
structures as National Parks. The second of these was
this week on Monday25/11. We (the Friends groups etc)
were given 5 days to present submissions to DPTI regarding our views on the code. The code addresses its
issues in three stages –
Outback regions – this is already in place
Rural Areas (townships) – due for institution at the end
of this month – this is probably the most relevant to us.
Urban areas – due for institution April 2020. We will be
able to take some opportunity to seek further comment
during the approach to this deadline.
Of most interest to us is the process developers will
have to go through to create built tourist accommodation
in national parks. Below I have included a diagram of
the process as outlined by Barry Hayden from DEW on
Monday.
My submission to DPTI, on behalf of the Friends of
Belair is printed below. In very brief summary the draft
code has benefits for us as well as developers. If instituted in good faith we all gain. Two points need serious
attention, however, to combat any possibility of misinterpretation or bad faith.
All national parks need a comprehensive management plan – have a look at my comments in the
submission.
The word ‘contemplate’, included in park plans and
used to determine whether third party appeal on
planning decisions is allowed, must be defined.
As yet neither DEW nor DPTI have offered such
a definition.
Their suggestion—refer to a dictionary!

(refer to schematic on Page 3:)
This submission is written, in the name of the Friends of
Belair National Park, following and in response to, the
Workshop held 25/11/19 in The Joinery, Adelaide. It is
pertinent to the code overall and in particular to the provisions in the code for the development of tourist accommodation in National Parks and similar areas.
The Friends of Belair are very pleased to see the
development of this code. Anything which improves clarity and certainty of decisions around
development planning in the state is good for
both developers and conservationists.
Proposed commercial developments in National
Parks are particularly sensitive issues, most of
all where they involve the creation of major infrastructure such as tourist accommodation.
We strongly support the reduction of planning
zones, to go from 1500 to 60 will greatly simplify
the system for all participants.
We strongly support the proposed inclusion of all
National Parks in Conservation zones.
We also understand the need to encourage increased visitor numbers to the Parks. Parks are
there to be visited and enjoyed by all.
As a result, we are very keen to see the unique natural benefits of Parks protected and preserved
for all into the future.
We recognise that any development proposals must
satisfy the conditions in both of the existing relevant acts –
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972
Wilderness Protection Act 1992
Further in this document these two instruments will be referred to jointly as The
Act
We believe that for the Draft Code, as described, to
satisfy these benefits certain protection features
must be included.
The process of planning approval for tourist accommodation development is intended to take place
in accordance with Park Management Plans.
Not all Parks have such plans and this considerably alters the planning process and the rights
of all involved. It is therefore imperative that all
Parks develop such plans in the immediate future. Given that there are already a number of
such plans in existence, this should be achievable by launch of Phase 3 in April 2020.

Cover Photo
There are lots of stunning flowers to be seen in #BelairNationalPark at the moment.
Blue Pincushions (Brunonia australis) in all shades of blue, Tall bluebells (Wahlenbergia stricta) scattered throughout the scrub, and the lovely Chocolate/Vanilla lilies (Arthropodium strictum) are flowering en masse.
Make sure you stop and smell the lilies, they have the common name of chocolate/vanilla lilies for good reason.
-Hayley Prentice
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These plans should include provision for the protection of historic ‘built’ structures and must be reviewed regularly (every 5 years is suggested) to
ensure they remain relevant. Any proposed revisions must be published for comment before
institution.
Belair National Park has such a plan but it was written in 2003. The world has changed somewhat
in 16 years
The Belair plan envisages possible tourist accommodation in the existing houses in the park. It does
not envisage the building of extra infrastructure.
However, it did not envisage the demise of the
Golf Club and Country Club. Both have come to
pass and the State Government is now considering several expressions of interest from commercial concerns. It is not clear what is being considered or whether any of the proposals would fit in
the 16-year-old statements of the plan.
The Draft Code sees four potential situations facing
planning requests
The Park Plan disallows the development of
tourist accommodation – such proposals
are not assessed.
There is no Park Plan – the proposal is assessed against The Act; its impact is
assessed and there is a right for Third

party appeal.
The park plan does not ‘contemplate’ such
development – the proposal is assessed
against both the Act and the plan and
then follows the procedure for no park
plan
The park plan ‘contemplates’ such development – this proposal is assessed against
The Act and Plan, it is code assessed
not impact assessed, there is public notification but no right of appeal.
The term ‘contemplate’ is crucial. Its presence or
absence and its interpretation are highly significant. In all codes of this sort as in contracts, the
objective is to ensure that the wording is open to
only one interpretation. At this meeting the DEW
representative was asked on multiple occasions
to define this use of the word. The only response
was to suggest members of the meeting refer to
a dictionary. To arrive at this point in the draft
with a crucial decision point still undefined would
seem bizarre. We believe it is essential that this
term is clearly enunciated before progressing.
-Mark Pedlar

Membership Renewal for 2020 is due on 1st January. Fees remain the same:
Single membership $10 and family membership $15
Bank details: BSB 105-078, Acct Number: 306250940
and Acct Name: Friends of Belair Park
Reference : Your Name
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Talks at Monthly Meetings
September Meeting : Natasha Huber
Did you know that the SA CFS has 425 Brigades and attends 8000 call-outs per year?
Do you know the difference between the Fire Danger Ratings and how they are determined? Extreme / Severe /
Catasrophic?
More importantly, do you know what to do in the event of a bushfire? Stay or Go? Fight it or Hide?
Living in the Adelaide Hills, the threat of bushfires is unfortunately a part of life in the summer months, with our
love for the bush and our Mediterranean climate, but I fear most of us are underprepared.
Our guest speaker today, Natasha Huber, a Community Engagement Officer from the CFS delivered a great
presentation about this!
At an absolute minimum, get a fact sheet like the one pictured; check out the CFS website before the weather
heats up to see what you need to do; or even better, attend a session like we had today (The CFS website or
FB page should have info on when and where. see: https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/site/home.jsp )
Knowledge that could save your life…
AND... huge respect to the thousands of volunteers and staff at the CFS who put their lives on the line for us
every year.
True heroes all. Thank you.
-Pete Raine
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November Meeting : Prof Chris Daniels
Interesting, informative and always engaging, Chris Daniels was our guest speaker at our monthly meeting today. He discussed the 36 marine mammals that frequent SA's waters.
Fun fact: Did you know that whale vomit in the form of Ambergris is more valuable gram-for-gram than gold?
Well, now you do !
Thanks again Chris! Such an awesome talk!
-Pete Raine
I found some Ambergris but you cannot
sell it in Australia as it is classed as a
Whale product. It comes from both ends of
just 5% of the Male Sperm Whale population and is actually a waste bi product from
eating giant squid. A couple of pieces that I
have found.
-Shane Graves, FBNP Facebook post

Bush Buddies Reports
Bush Buddies : September
September Bush Buddies, this morning. A wet and cold morning meant it was only a small but enthusiastic group...
Dr Kayla Gilmore gave us a very interesting presentation on native fish. There are 300 native fish species (!) with
40% under threat of extinction. Habitat loss by degradation of creeks, rivers and lakes are the leading cause for
concern�.
Did you know that fish have ears and just like us, use them for hearing and balance? The ear bones are called Otoliths and when you look at a cross section of them, they have growth rings like trees do. These rings can tell us the
age, home, migration patterns and environmental change such as oxygen levels .
We learnt about a range of features to identify fish and then used this to play a game of 'what's that fish' from a
wide range of images.
Following this it was heading outside to use nets and different magnifiers to sample what we could find in our
creek.

-Craig and Jo Baulderstone
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Bush Buddies : October

We had a good size group for one of our walks in a part of the Park we haven't
explored before. And such a beautiful time of year with so much in flower and plants to explore.
We handed out sheets with pictures of flowers to look for that Barb had prepared a couple of weeks
before. Some were no longer in flower and yet other things were. We did manage to just catch the last
Austral indigo in flower there. It shows us that there is always something new to see in nature and the
more we visit and look, the more we will learn and marvel at.
We started at the Waverly gate and followed a circuit that included the Thelymitra track. On this walk we observed and noted 51 species of native plants. (Craig has offered to email the list to any interested members. -Ed.)
-Craig and Jo Baulderstone. cbaulderstone@hotmail.com
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Bush Buddies : November
November Bush Buddies was our first plant propagation workshop. Earlier this year we did our first revegetation
exercise, which was largely organised by ranger Tim Fulbohm. Tim had collected seed, arranged an ecological
burn of the area and arranged for Karen Lane to propagate the plants. This was a great success and very sad
Tim didn't get to see the plants go in the ground. So wishing to continue the good work and the memory of Tim, I
thought about extending our planting next year and what better way than to add another step and propagate the
plants ourselves.
I contacted Karen Lane from Growing Bush nursery, who contacted Jeff Reid from Australian Plants Society
and COOTS (Conservation of our threatened species) Coordinator. The day wouldn't have happened without
their great generosity and willingness to share their knowledge and it was all done in an incredibly short
timeframe. Having all this great support, it just made sense to extend the opportunity to schools of our Bush
Buddies and Upper Sturt, Belair, Happy Valley and Urrbrae produced plants for their own school revegetation
projects. We must also thank the following for their support and sponsorship; Natural Resources Adelaide & Mt.
Lofty Ranges, Konica Minolta, staff of Belair National Park, Trees for life, Woolworths Mitcham, Foodland
Blackwood and special thanks to Barb and Pete Raine who as usual were crucial to keep the cogs turning!
We had a great turn out and after a brief introduction we split into two groups. One group went with Karen and
learnt how to divide and repot (prick out seedlings) and kids produced two tubes to take home. The other group
went with Jeff to pack soil into the tubes. We then swapped and later as a group applied the seed, fertiliser and
gravel mulch. After a break for lunch Jeff gave us a great talk about different types of plants and seeds and how
to propagate them with different treatments and we finished with the issue of the fantastic workshop attendance
certificates.
- Report and Photos by Craig and Jo Baulderstone
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Volunteers Making an Impact
Volunteer organisations like ours thrive because
members “put up their hand” and get involved. If you
have an hour, or a day or can commit to a regular job
we’d love to hear from you. New committee members
bring fresh ideas. Bushcarers work a variety of days and
hours and get to see some of the more remote and
beautiful parts of the park. Anyone who has some computer skills and prefers
to work from home in a time of their own choosing – we have a job for you.
Email or speak to a committee member and make your offer!

OUR NEW ROSELLA LOGO

We have a new high-definition Rosella logo
(shown opposite) which will appear on all of
our correspondence, and the newsletter
masthead, from 2020.
This logo has been designed for us
(voluntarily) by Juliet Mallinson, a student at
UniSA, Magill Campus.
We offer our sincere thanks to Juliet for her
work.
-Chris Lightowler and the Editor

NEW MEMBERS
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:

Penny Black Tiong and Fred Tiong
Reg & Helen Foster
Dharshini Devasagayam
Claire, Bronte, Liam & Jessie Harris
Rebecca Lewis
Charmaine Harris
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Tools From Drakes Blackwood Supermarket
DRAKES supermarkets have a special offer running currently, with Black and Decker gardening tools redeemable
at discount prices for stamps earned with purchases. Staff at our local Blackwood store very kindly agreed to put
up a sign, asking those who did not require stamps for themselves to donate them to the Friends of Belair National Park, to enable us to buy tools at very low prices. The result was overwhelming, as so many of the good people
who shop there gave us over 400 stamps within a 24-hour period. This enabled us to buy 40 useful tools at bargain prices!
The Friends of Belair National Park say “Thank you” to Drakes Supermarket, to Nicolle, Mel and Travis and other staff who were so helpful, and to all the good people who gave us their stamps, for their kind assistance.
-Barb Raine

Bushcare Report for October 2019
In October the Friends of Belair National Park volunteered 175.5 hours.
128 hours were spent in VMU 16, removing mainly Sollya (Billardiera heterophylla).
47.5 hours were spent working with the Trees for Life contractor team in VMU 9A. We removed smaller Blow-fly bush
(Rhamnus alaternus), small boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera), some large South African daisy (Senecio pterophorus), and olives (Olea europaea).
Thank you to Frances: the hours for the third quarter 2019 have been completed. The total volunteer hours are 493,
and 1,516 for the year to the end of September 2019. The greatest number of hours for the July to Sept quarter, 149
were spent in VMU 19 – thanks to Ross Handsaker and Spencer Trowse. 87 hours were in VMU 33 – thanks to Ian
Graham. 74 hours were spent in VMU 28 – thanks to Craig Baulderstone. The group spent their longest time this
quarter, 64 hours, in VMU 15. 37 hours were spent in VMU 35 - thanks to Chris Stagg, and Vaike Aldridge and
Heather Drage, who also put in many hours in VMU 12.
We plan to continue work in VMU 16, controlling the rampant Sollya, and more time will be spent in VMU 9A to complete dealing with the weedy area in that otherwise good bush block. In the hot weather, due to the fire danger, we
plan to work in VMU 2 to remain closer to exits in case of unexpected threats arising.
Thank you so much to our volunteers!
-Barb Raine, Bushcare Coordinator

The flower of Grooved Dampiera (Dampiera lanceolata) seen in VMU 16 after the prescribed burn.

Photo : Barb Raine
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Bus Trip to Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary on 19 October
We had our bus trip today and it was awesome ! We got on a bus. Drove down the hill,
Heard some information about the #AdelaideInternationalBirdSanctuary ,
Hid from the wind and rain but spotted some migratory shorebirds,
Learned about the mangroves, and
Went for a walk.
Massive thanks to our like-minded conservationist friends at FAIBS, a great day was had by all.
What a day, what a great start to a busy weekend!
-Pete Raine

Photos : Jan Laurenson, FAIBS

Prof John Cleland Walk on 20 October
Our Cleland walk (nature ramble) in #BelairNationalPark today was a great success with over a dozen walkers
well led by Barbara Raine enjoying a very pleasant stroll in initially cool and cloudy conditions which turned nice
and sunny by walk's end.
We observed a mixture of historic heritage trees and some wonderful local natives; from our aromatic Vanilla or
Chocolate lilies - depending on the nose - to our own, still relatively young at over a hundred plus years old specimen of the world's tallest tree. We even enjoyed the rare sight of the Railway dam overflowing its rim if only just.
Plus finished the event by measuring the size of the mammoth Gum that gives Gums oval its name with joined
outspread arms.
- Stevo Raine, with photos courtesy of Alan Raine.
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How the Friends of Belair National Park are
helping to save the world
Certain politicians accuse those who work for conservation - so-called “Greenies” - of contributing to the danger
of bushfires by working for the return and protection of
natural native bush, and railing against prescribed burns,
therefore allowing high fuel loads to accumulate.

tions. Either an area is too damp to burn, or the risk of
the fire spreading is too great because of higher temperatures or strong winds. Our views or actions are not the
reason. Under-resourcing of the environment over many
years is another factor, not enough people are employed
to do this work.

Yes, there are fallen trees and leaf-litter on the ground in
the Park. Their natural breakdown facilitates the return of
Let us get this straight: we support well-managed pre- nutrients to the soil, including the essential mycorrhizal
scribed burns and help our local Fire Management teams components which allow native plants to thrive. Where
in pre and particularly post-burn work on many sites,
asset protection is required, and in high-risk areas like
where fuel reduction burning is undertaken within the
trackside along the railway line, prescribed burning can
Park. The feral weeds which we work so hard to remove be designed to deal with this fuel load.
are the true enemies here.
Many native plants respond positively to burning, in fact
We understand how for thousands of years the Aboriginal regeneration of some species is dependent on the right
people managed the landscape by patchwork burning.
sort of fire, (but not the super-hot burning of feral grasses
The area of Belair Park was known to Aboriginal people
and weeds).
as “Piraldi” – meaning baldness, and this more open
Compare the appearance of well-maintained natural bush
woodland was achieved through their use of fire. This
areas in the Park, with its low green understory, and
promoted fresh growth to bring in the animals they huntthose areas where feral plants and grasses are rampant
ed, and allowed space for growing food plants like Yam
and have taken over. It is obvious which area presents
daisies (Microseris lanceolata).
the greatest danger of uncontrollable bushfire!
The greatest danger of bushfires lies not in native bushOur conservation work in the Park helps to protect the
land but in areas overtaken by feral plants, like olive trees
local community, and assists sensible actions to mitigate
and vigorous weeds and introduced pasture grasses,
climate change. We can’t do it all, the damage in some
which invade bush, grow tall then die and dry in summer.
parts of the Park is too great and perhaps irretrievable.
These are the true enemies of the bush, because they
But if only more people would help and support us, and
crowd out and take over from good native plants which
all politicians would accept the science and contribute
are adapted to the conditions in Australia. Native grasses
more to the task, more of the Park could be wellare mostly perennial, which means they stay green all
managed, and this would make all of us safer!
year, they form clumps and have a different root system
which enables better water penetration of the soil, they
-Barb Raine
grow more sparsely, and are better adapted to our cliSources of information:
mate, because even if they burn they will recover more
quickly. Bushfire in an area with a low understory of naFeral Future: Tim Low 1999
tive grass is less likely to reach the tree-tops and spread.
Native Grasses, a regional guide: Natural Resources, Adelaide
When prescribed burns do not happen as often as they
and Mt Lofty Ranges
should it is usually because of unsuitable weather condi-

Feral Grasses and Olives

Good Native Bush in VMU 12

Photos : Barb Raine
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC.
Postal Address:- PO Box 413 BELAIR SA 5052
Email: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
Webmaster: seow@live.com : Facebook: www.facebook.com/fobnp
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2019
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mark Pedlar
8278 1991 mnjpedlar@bigpond.com
Mike Cerchez
8270 8870 cerchez@tpg.com.au
Tina Gallasch
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Carol Parrott
8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Tony Dyson

CO-ORDINATORS
GUIDED WALKS for 2020 (Tuesday)
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2020 (Sunday)
LIBRARIAN
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
FACE BOOK/PUBLICITY
SIGNIFICANT TREES
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS
MEMBERSHIP
WEBSITE
SPEAKERS
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR
WORKING BEES for Tuesday or Friday,

Barbara Raine
Barbara Raine
Aileen Ferris
Tony Dyson
Hayley Prentice
Ron Tamblyn
Tina Gallasch
Carol Parrott
Chris Lightowler
Olivia Macolino
Barbara Raine
Barbara Raine

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your
mobile): Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676
FREE GUIDED WALKS
April to November
Normally held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month and the
following Sunday. No guided walks over summer.
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and
meet at the Green Shed at 1.45 pm for a 2.00pm start.
The first walk for the 2020 season will be April 14th and
replicated Sunday April 19th.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
The Prof Cleland Memorial Walk, 11th October 2020.
Birthday Party
Held on the 19th of December to celebrate the birthday
of Belair National Park.
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2020
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, Belair NP. Speaker first, then the
meeting. Visitors welcome
Note: There is no meeting in January 2020
AGM is Saturday 1st February 2020

rainea@bettanet.com.au
rainea@bettanet.com.au
0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com
hayleyprentice@hotmail.com
8393 9803
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
seow@live.com
oliviamacolino@gmail.com
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au

WORKING BEES.
Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval)
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370
rainea@bettanet.com.au
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement.
For 3rd Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the
Green Shed.
Membership Payments
Annual renewal, due on the 1st of January each year, is
$10 a single, $15 for a family. Renewal is always a
year's subscription regardless of when it is paid. For new
members joining after August, full annual fees will carry
through to the following year.
HOW TO PAY:
1. Pay the treasurer at a meeting
2. Forward payment and your contact details to
The Treasurer
Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 413, Belair 5052
3. To pay by internet use this account information and
email your contact information to
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
Bank SA:
BSB 105-078: A/c No: 306250940
A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park
A/c Ref:- your name (membership fees)

