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From the Editor, 

The truism that change is inevitable will, over time, have an impact 
on Belair National Park. How we collectively manage these chang-
es will determine their benefit or otherwise. 

The three changes mentioned in this newsletter are the change in 
SA’s environment department, now DEW, re-use of the land  
formerly occupied by the Belair Golf Club and local climate change. 

We all need to take an active part in influencing the responsible  
organisations to make changes that will uphold the values that we 
aspire to for our park. 

Tony Dyson 
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        “Rainbow Over Long Gully”           Photo by Carol Parrot 

 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE 2018 

Membership renewal for the Friends of Belair National Park is due on 1st January each year.  

If you have not already done so, your renewal payment would be appreciated.  

Single membership is $10 & family $15. Payment details on the last page of the newsletter. 
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President’s Report 
 

While the group as a whole has continued to achieve 

great things in its major activities over the last three 

months. I cannot claim great achievements at a Presi-

dential level. However much has been going on. 

 

A couple of months ago we put out a call for someone to 

take up the role of Grants Officer.   Incorporation was 

achieved last year and with it the opportunity for us to 

seek grants in our own right. We have already acquired 

two $5000 grants as a result. As for several years now, 

these were down to the considerable efforts of Carol 

Parrot.  

 

However, Carol’s role as Treasurer is already onerous 

and should not include this task. I am delighted to report 

that John McIntyre has put his hand up to be our Grants 

Officer. Thank you very much John, your offer is grate-

fully received. 

 

In April we again took part in the Walks SA open day in 

the park. The weather was not as kind this year as last. 

Several hours of horizontal rain made the efforts of our 

volunteers less comfortable. We were short of a mar-

quee at the outset of the day and thankfully received the 

support of a neighbouring stall’s unused shelter ‘til ours 

arrived. Despite the conditions we managed to sell many 

of our pre-pared sandwiches and slices (thanks again 

Banana Boogie). 

 

In the background other matters are still ticking over. 

The recent State Election has brought changes. We now 

have a Liberal government which has chosen to rename 

the department under whose auspices we operate. 

DEWNR makes way for DEW but while ‘natural re-

sources’ disappears from its title its responsibilities re-

main much the same. Sandy Pitcher has left as CEO 

and a replacement is being sought. In the interim her 

deputy, well known to us, John Schutz, is acting CEO. 

 

The change does mean that the state’s NRM boards will 

be dissolved. However, their duties will be carried out by 

a series of 9 landscape groups – 7 regional, one in the 

hills and one city-based.  

 

We do know that there is a proposal to employ several 

new rangers and to institute a team of volunteer rangers 

as well. These latter will receive government training. 

Nobody has yet mentioned whether funding to the parks 

will be substantially increased, but equally there has 

been no mention of cuts. 

 

The FOPInc AGM was held on Monday 30
th
 April. Three 

members of our executive – Tina Gallasch, Carol Parrot 

and I attended. We were also represented by Dene 

Cordes and Vilis Vasileskis who were there wearing their 

OGH hats. The very brief comment above on post-

election changes comes largely from an address given 

by John Schutz to the AGM of FOPInc. 

 

With the demise of the Belair Golf and Country clubs 

their land has returned to state government control. The 

new department (DEW) is already surveying opinion on 

just how it should be used 

 

In the next few months we will see how this issue and 

final DEW structure play out. 

 

        

     Mark Pedlar 

NEW MEMBERS 

We extend a warm welcome to the 

following new members 

Chris STAGG, Janet CRONIN 

and Isabel SIMPSON 

Take The Survey 

All Members are urged to take the DEW survey to ex-

press their views on the future use of the golf club land.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Future_of_Belair_Golf_Course_and_Country_Club
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In his foreword to this book, Tim Flannery emphasises 

that the most amazing feature of trees in their natural 

environment is that they care for each other. This con-

cept comes as a great surprise to all who subscribe to 

the Darwinian view of evolution as being the survival of 

the “fittest”, or most able. 

Trees, in common with all plants, have sensory capabili-

ties. They are able to sense the intensity and colour of 

light and to act upon the information. They have the 

senses of smell by way of pheromones, of touch by way 

of electrical impulses and of gravity via the position of 

minute stones within special liquid-filled cells in their 

roots. Trees use this sensory apparatus to make deci-

sions regarding the direction and timing of growth and 

their defence against predators or disease. 

In their natural environment, trees communicate with 

each other under the ground. The root systems of virtual-

ly all trees are intimately connected via an extensive un-

derground network of fungi known as the mycorrhizal 

mycelium. The original study of this phenomenon was 

done by Dr Suzanne Simard, now Professor of Forest 

Ecology at the University of British Columbia, during her 

PhD research in 1992.  

Dr Simard’s study resulted from her quest to understand 

why the weeding of paper birches from between the rows 

of Douglas fir saplings in North American plantations was 

accompanied by the death of these saplings. When the 

birches and firs were spiked with radioactive carbon iso-

topes she could see, using mass spectrometers and 

scintillation counters, that carbon was being transmitted 

back and forth between the firs and the birches. She was 

amazed to discover that the firs were receiving more 

photosynthetic carbon from the birches than they were 

themselves transmitting, especially when the firs were in 

the shade of the more-leafy birches. Evidently, the birch-

es were supporting the firs like carers in a human social 

network. This carbon exchange was found to be variable, 

with each species taking the role of “mother”, depending 

upon the season. 

Peter Wohlleben was originally a forester who worked for 

more than 20 years in softwood and hardwood planta-

tions located in the Eiffel Forest region of SW Germany. 

He gave up this career to become an ecologist in charge 

of an old-growth hardwood forest near the town of Hum-

mel, in the same general area of Germany. The living 

trees in this forest are now being sold to private individu-

als as life memorials. 

Wohlleben describes all of the biological forces hidden 

underground in a fascinating, but decidedly anthropo-

morphic, style. This style can be somewhat annoying for 

scientific readers but is, in fact, the best way to explain 

the complex social life of trees. 

Overall, this book is a fascinating and engrossing read. 

-Book reviewed by Tony Dyson 
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RECIPES FOR THE CHEF 

Courtesy of  Ruth and Barry Palmer 

The Newsletter 
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general 

meeting on that day. Cut off day for September newsletter contributions is Friday 17 August  2018. Please send 

ideas, reports or articles to the Secretary for passing onto the Editor.  

NB Would newsletter contributors please provide text as word processor files (Arial 10 pt) attached to emails, not 

as emails themselves. Likewise photos as separate files, or montages of up to A4 size.  
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ECHIDNAS IN THE PARK  

by Hayley Prentice 

 

Have you noticed any echidna activity lately? If you 

know what to look for you can find evidence of echidnas 

all over the park! They have very handy skills to find 

their food sources with a finely tuned sense of smell and 

the ability to sense electrical stimuli given off by prey, 

they can find food below the surface of the ground. 

Feeding on ants, termites, beetles, worms, and larvae, 

Echidnas use their strong claws to dig at the soil and 

leaf litter, and to tear open rotten logs and termite 

mounds to get closer to their dinner. They then push 

their strong beak into the dirt and use their tongue to 

grab some food! You can often see their nose holes ac-

companying diggings and scratchings of dirt, and even 

their claw marks can be seen at times. They are messy 

diggers and a good sign you've found an echidna dig-

ging as opposed to a bush rat or bandicoot is that the 

echidna will not make neat diggings! In the warmer 

months they tend to avoid being active during the heat of 

the day but during this milder weather you can often 

catch a glimpse of them going about their day, snuffling 

through the undergrowth, digging open a termite mound, 

or even climbing up and down the creek banks in the 

park - they're fabulous climbers!  

Here are a couple of photos taken in the last month of 

echidna diggings. The first is a termite mound very well 

dug out by a hungry echidna with claw scratch marks 

still visible in the upper left. And the second taken along 

the track above the Adventure Playground near State 

Flora which clearly shows a nose hole. Hopefully they 

can help you to spot echidna activity yourself next time 

you are enjoying a wander  

 

Short-beaked Echidna - Photo Australia Zoo 
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Our guest speaker for at our May general meeting 

was Dani Austen from the Red Cross. 

Her engaging, interactive talk ”Climate Ready Com-

munities” focussed on the impacts of climate change 

locally. 

Dani discussed what we value now will be affected by 

climate change and explored what we can do from a 

grass-root level to adapt to a changing climate. 

Hotter, longer heat waves and subsequent fire, more 

significant rain events, sea-level rise and water short-

ages are all possible. Observationally and in projec-

tions, real science is supporting the fact that things will 

change. We need to be ready for this. Building climate 

resilience is an important part of planning for our chil-

dren’s future. 

Thanks to Dani for a fascinating talk. 

-Report by Pete Raine  

GUEST SPEAKER  - MAY MEETING 

Dani Austen 
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SOME SCENES WITHIN THE PARK 

Upper Waterfall 

Southern Brown Bandicoot 

Trees in the mist 

Spotted  Sun Orchid 
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THE FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK INC. 

Postal Address:-  PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052 
Email:  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark 

Webmaster:   seow@live.com  :  Facebook:   www.facebook.com/fobnp 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2018 
PRESIDENT   Mark Pedlar  8278 1991  mnjpedlar@bigpond.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Mike Cerchez     8270 8870  cerchez@tpg.com.au  
SECRETARY   Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com 
TREASURER   Carol Parrott 8278 6783  acmeparrott27@bigpond.com  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS  Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Jim Trueman, Wayne Gallasch, 
     Margaret Parsons 
 

CO-ORDINATORS 
GUIDED WALKS for 2018 (Tuesday)  Barbara Raine  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2018 (Sunday)  Hayley Prentice hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
LIBRARIAN      Shirley Alford 8278 1525 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR    Tony Dyson  0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com  
FACE BOOK     Hayley Prentice hayleyprentice@hotmail.com 
SIGNIFICANT TREES    Ron Tamblyn 8393 9803 
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS    Tina Gallasch 8178 0688  friendsofbelairpark@msn.com  
MEMBERSHIP     Carol Parrott 8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com   
WEBSITE      Chris Lightowler seow@live.com 
SPEAKERS               Margaret Parsons   margaret53@ozemail.com.au 
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR  Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 
WORKING BEES for Tuesday or Friday,   Barbara Raine 8278 2370  rainea@bettanet.com.au 

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your  

mobile):  Belair National Park Office 8278 5477 
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676 
 
Guest Speakers 
June: Kirralee Hay Environmental Initiatives 
at the Wayville Showgrounds 
July: Sally Arnold Wildwood Park 
August: Bob Major Field Geologist Club 
September: Lyn Coombe Basketry Using All 
Natural Materials 
 

FREE GUIDED WALKS  April to November 
Normally held on the 2nd

 
Tuesday of the month and the 

following Sunday. No guided walks over summer. 
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and 

meet at the Green Shed at 1.45 pm for a 2.00pm start.  A 

June 12th  and June 17th  

July 10th and July 15th,  

 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Professor Cleland  Memorial Walk 

The next Prof Cleland Memorial Walk will be held on 

Sunday October 7th 2018. 
 

Birthday Party 
Held on the 19

th
 of December to celebrate the birthday  

of Belair National Park. 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2017/2018 
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Cen-
tre, Long Gully, Belair NP.  Speaker first, then the  
meeting. Visitors welcome 
 

 

 

WORKING BEES. 

Meet at the Green Shed (near Main Oval) 
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For 
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370 
rainea@bettanet.com.au 
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement. 
For 3

rd
 Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the 

Green Shed. 

Membership Payments 

Annual renewal is $10 a single, $15 for a family regard-
less of when it is paid. 
 

If joining after 30th June, your first half year is  
discounted to half price, so please pay  $5 for single, or 
$7.50 for joint membership. 
 

HOW TO PAY: 
 

1.  Pay the treasurer at a meeting 
 

2.  Forward payment and your contact details to 
  The Treasurer 
  Friends of Belair NP 
  PO Box 2, Belair 5052 
 

3.  To pay by internet use this account information and 
email your contact information to  
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com 
Bank SA:  BSB 105-078:  A/c No: 306250940 
  A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park 
  A/c Ref:-  your name (membership fees) 
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