QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE 2017
From the Editor,
The second quarter of 2017 has been a particularly active one with the preparation of our rules
for incorporation, the staging of the Walking SA event and the presentation of a Rotary Award to
the Raine family, all of which are covered in the President’s
Contents
Report.
The June 1993 Newsletter, appearing in this current edition,
mentions particularly the perennial problem of under-funding of
National Parks. In a sense, nothing changes in the quest for
adequate resources for our parks and their Rangers. The
newsletter also mentions some familiar names; how well do
they remember the second quarter of 1993 ?
Autumn is a season of great beauty in our Botanic Gardens
and National Parks. It serves as a reminder that these places
are profoundly important for emotional and spiritual refuge in
these increasingly stressful and uncertain times.
We give thanks for Regnum Plantae, the kingdom of the plants.
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Tony Dyson
New Members— We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
Frances Eltridge and Ngaire, Phil, Liam and Talia Key
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Friends of Belair National Park – President’s Report May 2017
The autumn so far has been both an active and a productive one.
The committee has decided to pursue Incorporation. The rationale is that this would give far greater
autonomy as a group. Despite our having a constitution by which we have operated for decades,
currently we are not a legal entity. We know who we are but the law does not
recognise us. As a result we are precluded, for instance, from applying for various forms of funding.
Those who might be able to provide us with money have no recognisable body with which to deal.
We have so far managed this difficulty by applying for funds through FOPInc which is an auspiced
body. However, there are certain sources of funds that are not available to FOPInc and that would
be available to us if we became incorporated. Also, as things stand each and all members of
Friends of Belair
National Park are responsible for any financial liability the group may incur.
So, Aileen Ferris has put in a fantastic effort to structure a new set of “Rules” which will satisfy the
law if we apply for incorporation. These would replace the current constitution and protect all those
values and objectives we already have. They also make available to us a number of sources of
funds and limit the group’s liabilities to the extent of the group’s total assets. Individuals in the group
would not be liable. Members have all been circulated a copy of the proposed rules and been
asked to read them and to
respond to the Secretary with comments prior to the next general meeting on 3rd June 2017. This
issue will be discussed in depth at that meeting with the intention of voting on whether or not to accept them and pursue incorporation.
While all this has been going on in the background and while our regular bushcare, walks and other
activities have been taking place a few other noteworthy events have happened. In April Walks SA
had a major Expo in Long Gully for which we agreed to cater. They initially suggested they expected around 200 attendees and, believing that many walkers routinely bring their own food we
set out to provide
sausage sandwiches, other sandwiches and cakes for 100. Two days before the event they revised
their anticipated numbers up to 500. We reacted and revised our provision to 300 sausage sandwiches. By 1.30pm we had cooked and sold 10kg of onions, all 300 sausages, all sandwiches and
all but a few cakes. Total attendance was around 2000! Thank heaven they didn’t all want sausages. Congratulations to all who worked that day to keep the ravenous hordes fed. Thanks in particular to Jim Trueman who at 91+ put in a sterling 5 hours at the barbecue.
Then, most recently, the Burnside Rotary Club presented their annual Leadership and
Conservation awards. Congratulations to the Raine Family who won the Conservation Award.
While many in our organisation put in long hours in bushcare The Raines must be unique as a family. Parents Barb and Alan and sons Steven and Peter spend many hours in bushcare. Barb is our
group’s bushcare coordinator. They all lead walks in the park and Peter has served as bus driver
for public tours of the park on several occasions. Peter and Steven are also involved in managing
our Facebook page.
Thank you Raines and congratulations.

ROTARY CLUB OF BURNSIDE: 'LEADERSHIP IN CONSERVATION AND
VOLUNTEER OF THE PARKS AWARDS'
Wednesday 3rd May saw a group of us attending the Rotary Club of Burnside Parks Awards for 2017. We were supporting
Barb, Alan, Pete and Steven Raine as a nomination for the Volunteer of the Parks Award.
It was a wonderful evening. Great food, good company, and above all, fantastic result—because the Raine Family won the
award, against some very stiff opposition. And to add to the icing already on the cake, Barb won the major raffle prize —
an enormous basket of goodies.
As you can see from the Citation on the next page, we, as Friends of Belair National Park, are indebted to this family for
the awesome work they do for us. (Photos: Courtesy David Dewar, Rotary Club of Burnside)
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The Newsletter
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general
meeting on that day. Cut off day for June newsletter contributions is Friday 12th May 2017. Please send ideas,
reports or articles to the Secretary for passing onto the new editor.

Bushcare Report 1st Quarter 2017
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FBNP contributed 778 hours of volunteer work for 1st Quarter of 2017.
7 working bees were cancelled during this period due to inclement weather.
Work was done in the following areas:
VMU 29 Clearing broom, blackberry, small olive, St.John’s wort, Scabiosa and boneseed.
VMU 42 & 35 (Both sides of Saddle Hill Rd) Removing St.John’s wort.
VMU 20 at the Railway Dam: Removing thistles, cleaver, boneseed, verbena and nightshade.
Commenced a restoration project at Tarnma Creek behind the Volunteer Centre.
VMU 15 & 16 along Lodge Track, clearing boneseed, broom, blackberry and sollya.
VMU 11 Removing boneseed and small olive.

VMU 18 Removing boneseed, small olive and sollya.
We are currently tackling boneseed, small olive and blowfly bush in VMUs 9 & 12. Ross Handsaker and Spencer Trowse continue to do the hard work drilling and filling olive. Mark Pedlar has
been spraying periwinkle and has basal-barked ash and olive in several areas. Vaike Aldridge
and Heather Drage put in many hours of hand weeding. The Baulderstone family, Jim and Fae
Truman, Phil Wake, Ian Graham, Brian Kell, Jen and Tim Tolley, and Hayley Prentice put in
additional hours on their adopt-a-blocks. A big thank you to all !
Barb Raine, Bushcare Coordinator

Farewell Dianne Cordes
Dianne Cordes, passed away on May 25th at St Andrews Hospital after a 9 year battle with breast
cancer. Dene and the family were with Dianne and had been by her bedside constantly for many
days.
Dianne’s fight with her illness was inspirational to say the least. Her treatment over the years has
been constant as have the side effects of that treatment, but if you asked Di how she was her reply
was always “Oh I’m fine thank you “and she would often make jokes about how the drugs were
affecting her. Or she would say “It is what it is “.
Dianne’s positivity and courage were exceptional and I am sure this attitude helped her to fight
this insidious disease for as long as she did.
Dianne was always at Dene’s side at Friends functions and was an active member in a number of
groups including Friends of Old Government House, The Historical Society and Friends Belair
National Park. Dianne never missed a Friends of Parks Forum and really enjoyed the socialising
experienced on those weekends. Her presence at Friends functions will be sadly missed.
Dianne was extremely proud of her children and grandchildren and loved talking about their
achievements and was equally as interested in other friend’s families.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Dene and his family at the loss of a much loved Wife,
Mother and Grandmother and Great Grandmother.
We too will miss this gracious lady. May she rest in peace.

Noeline DuBois, FBNP

Walking S.A. Season Launch
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Sunday 23rd April was a perfect day for the “Hiking Expo” in Belair N.P.
Over 1500 people came into the park and 550 registered for the walks programme. This created some
traffic control issues and we’ve provided feedback to Walking S.A.
We had been invited to provide lunch for the event and took up the challenge by cooking and serving
300 sausages, 110 sandwiches and wraps and a great selection of baked treats from Banana Boogie
Bakery at Belair. We were sold out by soon after mid-day!
We had a great band of volunteers on the day and everyone was kept busy either by being up early
preparing freshly cut sandwiches, cooking and selling lunches or engaging with the many visitors we
had to the Volunteer Centre, providing them with information about The Friends of Belair N.P. and the
park itself. Thanks to everyone who helped --- it was a wonderfully positive day.
The outcomes were many. Lots of people now know much more about Friends of Belair N.P. and the
work that we do. One person has already joined out monthly orchid walk and others expressed great
interest. Many discovered the joy of “our” park by participating in the walks programme. We took $100
in card sales. The lunch service netted approximately $1250. Was it worth it? I asked several of our
volunteers on the day (BEFORE they had time to recover!) “Would you do it again?” The answer was
unanimously yes.
Carol Parrott

Some of our wonderful volunteers at the
Walking S.A. season launch.

Alan’s group of 27 walkers
enjoying their guided walk
on a beautiful day.
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Acknowledgement of Donations
From True Value Hardware, Blackwood: Potting mix for native plant propagation.
From Banana Boogie Bakery, Belair: Several trays of slices at reduced cost, sold at the
Walking SA Event

Forgotten something?
Membership renewal for the Friends of Belair National Park is due on 1st January each year.
Single membership is $10 & family $15.
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Copy of Friends of Belair National Park Newsletter for June 1993
provided by Barb Raine.

The Newsletter
The official publication date is the first Saturday of March, June, September and December, ready for the general
meeting on that day. Cut off day for September newsletter contributions is Friday 15th September 2017. Please
send ideas, reports or articles to the Secretary for passing onto the Editor.
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Kids corner by
Hayley Prentice

Fungi fun for
everyone
Did you know?
The study of fungi is
known as mycology and
a person who studies
fungi is a mycologist.
Mushrooms, puffballs, and
earthstars are the fruit
of some types of fungi.
The yeast that makes
bread rise is a fungus.
Fungi are not plants,
they’re more closely
related to animals, but different enough to be in a kingdom of their own.
Most fungi feed off things that were once alive, for example rotting plants or animal
waste.
Some plants, such as orchids, need fungi to be able to survive. Orchids require certain fungi in the soil so their seeds can successfully germinate. This relationship
between fungi and orchids is called a symbiotic relationship.

Funny fungi!
Why did the fungi leave the party? There wasn’t mushroom!
What goes well with jacket potatoes? Button mushrooms!
Why did the mushroom buy his mum flowers? It was the yeast he could do!
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Colour in this fungi picture!

Visit our flickr album to see the many types of
fungi found in Belair National Park.

Earthstar fungus photographed by Hayley
Prentice

https://www.flickr.com/
photos/140164885@N08/
albums/72157669795418851

Friends of Belair National Park New Interpretive Signage
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FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
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Postal Address:- PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052
Email: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Website: www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
Webmaster: seow@live.com : Facebook: www.facebook.com/fobnp
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2017
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mark Pedlar
8278 1991 mnjpedlar@bigpond.com
Mike Cerchez
8270 8870 cerchez@tpg.com.au
Tina Gallasch
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Carol Parrott
8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
Mary Cole, Chris Lightowler, Barbara Raine, Jim Trueman, Wayne Gallasch,
Hayley Prentice

CO-ORDINATORS
GUIDED WALKS for 2017 (Tuesday)
Bevin Scholz
DUPLICATE WALKS for 2017 (Sunday)
Hayley Prentice
LIBRARIAN
Shirley Alford
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Tony Dyson
FACE BOOK
Hayley Prentice
SIGNIFICANT TREES
Ron Tamblyn
VOL. CENTRE BOOKINGS
Tina Gallasch
MEMBERSHIP
Carol Parrott
WEBSITE
Chris Lightowler
SPEAKERS
Tina Gallasch
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR
Barbara Raine
WORKING BEES for Tuesday or Friday, Barbara Raine
BELAIR NATIONAL PARK (Put these numbers in your
mobile): Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676
FREE GUIDED WALKS April to November
Normally held on the 4th Tuesday of the month and the
following Sunday. No guided walks over summer.
Ask at the Park Ticket Office for your free entry, and
meet in the car park there at the Office at 1.45 pm for a
2.00pm start. April 25th and 30th,
rd

th

May 23 and 28 ,
June 27th and July 2nd,
July 25th and July 30th,
August 22nd and August 27th,
September 26th and October 1st,
October 24th and October 29th
November 28th and December 3rd .

SPECIAL EVENTS
Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
The Walk was cancelled for 2016. It will be back bigger
and better than ever in 2017.
Birthday Party
Held on the 19th of December to celebrate the birthday
of Belair National Park.
MONTHLY MEETINGS 2016/2017
First Saturday of the month, 1 pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, Belair NP. Speaker first, then the
meeting. Visitors welcome
June 3rd: Chris Brodie Weeds Botanist: Chris will focus on the weeds
prevalent in Belair National Park.
July 1st: Jill Argent Carrick Hill: The story of the Haywards of Carrick Hill.
August 5th: Rae Campbell—talking about the rescue and care of koalas
2nd September Bill Spurr: Bill grew up in the Belair Kiosk (now the Volunteer
Centre). He will talk about this very special time in his life.

beveck@gmail.com
hayleyprentice@hotmail.com
8278 1525
0423 687 180 dysonav@bigpond.com
hayleyprentice@hotmail.com
8393 9803
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
8278 6783 acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
seow@live.com
8178 0688 friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au
8278 2370 rainea@bettanet.com.au

WORKING BEES.
Meet at the Volunteer Centre:
BEFORE 8.30am Tuesday and Friday mornings. For
information phone Barbara on 8278 2370
rainea@bettanet.com.au
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement.
For 3rd Saturday of each month at 9.00am meet at the
Main gate.
Membership Payments
Annual renewal is $10 a single, $15 for a family regardless of when it is paid.
If joining after 30th June, your first half year is
discounted to half price, so please pay $5 for single, or
$7.50 for joint membership.
HOW TO PAY:
1. Pay the treasurer at a meeting
2. Forward payment and your contact details to
The Treasurer
Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 2, Belair 5052
3. To pay by internet use this account information and
email your contact information to
acmeparrott27@bigpond.com
Bank SA:
BSB 105-078: A/c No: 306250940
A/c Name:- Friends of Belair Park
A/c Ref:- your name (membership fees)

