Quarterly Newsletter December 2014

President’s Report
It is always good to be able to approach a newsletter submission and have completed a task outstanding in the
last.
In September I mentioned our need to finalise an agreement with ARTC to enable us to weed on their land in
the rail corridor. I’m happy to say that the agreement was signed by both parties later in September and our
first use of this licence will be this Friday, 28/11/14, to attack thistles and boneseed in the area between
Sheaoak Road and Echo Tunnel. A group of Friends complete with Hi-Vis vests and an ARTC safety officer will
spend time working there. We do not intend to be exercising this right frequently but being in a position to
access hotspots when needed will be a real advantage.
September saw the annual Cleland Memorial walk. Alan and Barb Raine arranged and conducted a walk for
around 40 members of the public and the Tamblyns very kindly provided significant heritage commentaries
throughout.
We also had the welcome assistance of our federal MP the Hon. Andrew Southcott at one of our regular Friday
weeding sessions. It was good of him to give up his time to not only understand and observe the work we do,
but also to take an active part.
Finally, it looks as though the much discussed 3 year plan for the “Friends” is about to come into existence.
After a series of discussions on the subject a meeting is scheduled for next Wednesday, 3rd Dec. which is slated
to put a draft on paper. Watch this space.
Mark Pedlar
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rangers of what was happening in the Park was another spin off
from these walks.
Lynda was president in '96 and '97.
Many weeds, I am not sure which was her biggest hate ( South African Daisy or Bone seed). I have seen her back
into a large Bone Seed until the base of the plant was in front of her which then gave her a clear swing at the
root with a mattock.
She just hated these weeds to the extent that she asked me if I would climb the sides of the cutting by the Belair
station to get one plant. I had to say no. It was not in the Park and I was not agile or silly enough to climb the
very steep side of the gully.
She attended most of the working bees which included the set weeding sessions, planting sessions, and working
on her pet areas of the Park.
Annual forums all over the state have been a part of Lynda's committment to the Friends.
It was during Lynda's presidency that we were given access to what is now the volunteer centre.
Through the efforts of Lynda and others the Volunteer Centre was set up for our use and other volunteer groups.
Once we had a permanent home we were able to establish a good library. Lynda was our first librarian
She was awarded life membership of the group in 2005 as a respectful acknowledgement of the work that she
did as a founding member, president, walks leader and weeding group leader. She is one of only five people to
be so recognised.
Her love for the park, it’s conservation value, history and heritage was evident to all who met her.
The orchids in spring brought her particular delight.
During her many ramblings through the Park she had composed a mud map of where the Orchids were and
when best to view them.
Lynda’s participation in all aspects of the Friends of Belair National Park activities is an example for all of us.

PLEASE NOTE:
There are no activities held by the Friends in Belair National Park if there is a
Total Fire Ban in the Mount Lofty Ranges on that day. (see weather forecast from
4.30pm previous day).
There are no working bees if the forecast temperature is 35 degrees or over.
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OLIVE ERADICATION IN BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
This article contains the findings of trials done by one Doug Riley (deceased) on methods of
olive eradication. Early failures indicated that frilling was not low enough.
It has now been established that to prevent Olive shoots occurring we must scrap
mulch and dirt from around the base of the tree and also uncover surface roots before
frilling or drilling.
As a result of these trials it was found that a 60% Roundup mixed with 40% water. and
drilling 14mm holes approximately 10mm deep. This produced a high kill rate.
PREPARATION OF TREES
Firstly cutting low branches for easy access to the butt. Secondly removing mulch and dirt
from around the base of tree and uncovering surface roots. Thirdly frill or drill 14mm holes
as low down as possible. The number of cuts or holes is very important, The holes approximately 45mm apart or less. These receptors for the Herbicide must be made approximately30cm up the stem and every stem must be treated all the way round. With multi
stem Olives this is often difficult but very important.
WHEN APPLYING HERBICIDE
In all cases it is important to apply the Herbicide to the frill or hoIe as soon as possible
within 10 seconds, some people say within 7 seconds, some say within 20 seconds. We
have adopted the practice particularly with hole drilling, to only drill 3 holes then fill with
Herbicide. If not done immediately the cells of the plant or tree seal, not allowing the Herbicide entry.
BULK ERADICATION
In badly infested areas such as Brownhill Creek where natural vegetation is sparse or non
existent, bulk eradication could be used. the suggestion is to cut the Olive tree as low as
possible with a chain saw, then scrape soil and mulch from around the base as well as the
surface roots. Then frill around the base and exposed roots, adding Round up 60% and
water 40% mixed or Garlon 600 and Diesel 1-30mixed.
On large trees or bases the Herbicide must be applied progressively, otherwise as stated
previously cells will seal up preventing the Herbicide entry. The Herbicide could be applied from one litre bottles for ease of handling, The tree to be mulched as soon as possible.
Complete eradication can only be achieved by continued follow up. Seeds are carried by
birds, emus and foxes, causing re-growth: this also applies to other introduced weeds.

Weather conditions.
The weather conditions are very important. If it is a very dry time of the year the Olive trees
will be showing signs of stress, the green fruit will have shriveled slightly.
When a plant is stressed, or particularly on hot days, the sap flow needed to transport the
poison down to the roots where the plant is killed is almost negligible and hence almost

useless.

The ideal time to poison plants is when a plant or a tree is putting on growth,
in good health and is not showing stress as these were. Spring or early summer
are the best times to poison.
Thanks Doug.
If you would like to read his full report Jill or I can email you a copy.
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DEWNR Christmas BBQ now to be in April/May.
You very busy people might be relieved to know the following, as advised by Liz
Millington.
“This is just to let you know that the traditional end-of-year thank you barbeques and networking events
for volunteers previously organised by rangers and NRM Board volunteer support staff are still going to
happen – but next year! Due to staff involvement in the Board’s Community Connect process for the last
five months we feel we’ve run out of time to do justice to the events this year.
We’re planning 3-4 events (spread across the region) in April/May next year, based on the successful format of previous years’ volunteer ‘Walk and Talk’ events where we visit an interesting location or locations
where volunteer have been active and follow that up with a slap up lunch and time to swap stories and
experiences.
Please let your group members know and pass this on to any others you think might be interested. We
look forward to celebrating with you all the truly impressive contributions volunteers make to protecting
and advocating for the natural environment of our region.
Kind regards,
Liz Millington

Manager Volunteer Support.”
Successful NRM Grant Application!
Our recent application for $5000 to continue work in BNP was successful and has the following objectives:
“Belair National Park whilst being situated in an urban area, contains many species and ecosystems of significance, including the most significant population of Leafy Greenhood Orchids (State and EPBC rated species) and the oldest growth and
most diverse Greybox Grassy Woodland (EPBC listed vegetation community) in the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges area.
Sites in the park have been worked on over many years to conserve both the Leafy Greenhoods and Greybox Woodland, by
the Friends of Belair (for 29 years now), the State Government through Rangers and external partners and other conservation groups such as the Threatened Plant Action group. For the past 2 years, external funding has not been available to
these sites and while follow up work is possible by the Friends of Belair, funding for contractors to assist on steep slopes
and work in difficult weedy and sensitive orchid areas is required.
Our objective is to obtain funding to continue our extensive work on weed control in the park but also gain funding to engage contractors to continue work on these sites to ensure that weed control is extended and allowing for adequate follow
up work to occur. We will also plant in selected areas to improve more degraded sites (from DEWNR project funding expected to be available this financial year).
We expect that the outcomes will be:
1. lncreased extent of current Leafy Greenhood populations
2. Decreased abundance of weed invasion in Belair National Park
3. lncrease in natural regeneration of native plants and biodiversity in threatened plant populations and communities in the
park
4. lncreased ability for the Friends of Belair to engage community in natural resources activities in Belair NP.”

New Members
A warm welcome is extended to the following new members.
Melissa Reilly
Lenny Welsford

Wendy Duffy

Mandy Fogarty

Stephan & Rosemary Priest

It is hoped that you have an interesting and enjoyable time with us.
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Additions to the Friends of Belair National Park LIBRARY Catalogue from August 2013
Conservation & Biodiversity
Bushland Condition Assessment Monitoring Manual
T.Milne, S.Croft & J.Pedler
Nature Conservation Society of Sth. Aust.
Bound document
2003
Flora
Key to the families of Flowering Plants in BNP. (R.C.Foster BNP Plant Identification Classes 2001)
Modified from Jessop & Toelken, 1986
Bound Document
2001
The Vegetation of South Australia (Second Edition
R.L. Specht
South Australian Branch of the British Science Guild Handbooks Committee and
published by favour of the Honourable the Premier'
Book
1972

Birthday
Happy Birthday to Belair National Park – 123 years old,
and Happy Birthday to Friends of Belair National Park – 29 years old.
On 19th December 1891 Belair National Park was proclaimed –
the first national park in South Australia and the second one in
Australia and tenth in the world.

Join us all at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully in Belair National
Park at 6 pm on Friday 19th December 2014
to celebrate while we share a light meal together.

Please bring a plate of finger food to share. Tea and coffee will be provided but
BYO drinks.

Happy New Year
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice:The AGM of the Friends of Belair National Park will be held on Saturday February 7th 2015 at 1.00pm
at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, Belair National Park.

Membership:As members must be financial to stand for office at the AGM, or to vote, and as annual subscriptions
are due on 1st January 2015, please pay your subscriptions before the AGM, at the December 2014
meeting, or before the AGM on 1st February 2015.
OR pay directly to our bank, as per the information elsewhere in this newsletter.
OR send you cheque with your details to Friends of Belair National Park, PO Box 2, Belair SA 5052.
Please do not try to pay your annual subscription at the birthday party on 19th December.

Agenda :1. Minutes of AGM of 2014.
2. Receive the Annual Report (s) for 2014.
3. Receive the audited Financial Statement for 2014
4. Appoint an Auditor for 2015.
5. Election of Officers and Committee for 2015.
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
committee members.
Nominations can be received from the floor.
6. Set the subscription rates for 2015.
The committee recommends that the rate be as for 2014. $10 single, $15 family.
The AGM will be followed by afternoon tea and a general monthly meeting.

Note:If there is a TOTAL FIRE BAN in the Mount Lofty Ranges on that day, the meeting
will be postponed until the following month on Saturday 7 th March 2014.
The Annual Professor Sir John Cleland Memorial Walk 2014
The Annual Professor Sir John Cleland Memorial Walk was held on Sunday 14 September 2014, on a lovely sunny warm day. – ideal for an enjoyable walk!
The walk focussed on some Historical aspects of Belair National Park, with very informative commentary at various stops by Ron and Pam Tamblyn. The walk attracted a total of 56 people of whom 37 were not members of
FoBNP; about 30 people had seen the Cleland Memorial Walk on the “Meet-Up” www site – it was good to introduce the park and FoBNP to new people.
Had we known it would be such a large group, it would have been preferable to ‘clone’ Ron and Pam, to have
two separate groups, for all to hear the stories along the walk! After a stop on the old steps up to the former
Long Gully railway platform, and looking at the original stone wall and drainage ditch for the building the 1883
Railway line to Nairne, we followed the Heritage Tree walking trail to Railway Dam, and into Gold Escort ground.
At Gold Escort ground Pam gave a brief history of the park and Nicholas Foott’s site, the Commissioner’s Hut,
and of course the contribution by Professor Sir John Cleland.
En route back to the Volunteer Centre we saw the site of one of the original 9 hole Golf Course tees, then had a
brief stop in Joseph Fisher Reserve. Many were fascinated by the Cork Oak and sequoia and heritage-listed
Continued overleaf
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trees; this also enabled Ron to explain the role of the Woods and Forests Department from the 1880’s and hence
the reason for so many exotic trees within the park.
During the walk we also saw a few koalas to the excitement of the youngsters, and the blunt greenhood orchid,
(pterostylis curta).
Many walkers then enjoyed the Sausage Sizzle and a cuppa, which had been prepared by Friends who had
stayed at the Volunteer Centre – thanks Carol Parrott, Judith O’Hara, Jill Salvi and Shirley Alford. It was noted
while chatting to several people on the walk and during the BBQ, that some hadn’t been to Belair National Park
previously, or had been as teenagers (many years ago!), or had been in the park, but not further than Adventure
Playground. A few people also went on to look around Old Government House, as they were not aware of its
existence.
Thanks to the following who made this year’s Cleland Memorial Walk a success - Mark and Jenny Pedlar as efficient tailers, and especially Ron and Pam Tamblyn with all their knowledge and stories of times past.
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FoBNP Display at Australian Native Plant Sale, 11 and 12 October 2014
Extracts from a Report to the FoBNP Committee.
The Committee agreed to have a display stand at the Spring Australian Native Plant Sale, held at the Angas Stirling Hall, Adelaide Showgrounds, on Saturday and Sunday 11 and 12th October.
To gauge public interest and see if it was a worthwhile FoBNP activity, volunteers on the stand kept a record of people looking at the stand and their levels of interest.
Grand Total 127 people spoken to, and given some FoBNP material
There were six people who were very interested and took a FoBNP Membership Form. Hopefully they will be joining us and
working with us in the near future.
It will be interesting to see how many people end up attending a Monthly guided walk, becoming a member, and hopefully
being an active weeder. Several said they were looking forward to a potential retirement activity in the next year or so!
We had the FoBNP Donation box on our table, (but without drawing attention to it), and over the weekend gained $4.00.
As the Stand cost $45.00, we didn’t cover our expenditure, but of course this wasn’t to be expected!
Those who volunteered their time over the weekend were greatly appreciated – thanks to Mark and Jenny Pedlar, Bevin
Scholz, Barbara Warburton, Shirley Alford, Betty Wise, Shirley Callaghan, Aileen Ferris, Steve Raine; also special thanks to
Mark and Jenny for helping with the setting up on Friday afternoon, and providing more laminated A4 photos for the display
boards. It is noted a total of 31 hours 45 minutes of volunteer time was incurred with this promotional activity. Thanks also
to Di Neill and Lea Thin Seow and Chris Lightowler for being on “stand-by” if required.
Our stand was in a good position to ‘capture’ people as they entered the hall – although those early on Saturday morning
were very focussed on getting to the plant tables, and went straight past our display.
Materials handed out (assuming our count is reasonable accurate):
FoBNP Bookmarks - 47
FoBNP Membership Forms - 16
Friends of OGH leaflets - 8
SAVEM leaflets - 2
The new DEWNR Belair National Park brochure - about 80
DENR Bridal creeper leaflet – 1
Summary
Overall comments were that volunteers enjoyed the opportunity to chat to people, and that their two hour shift went
quickly (apart from the last couple of hours on Sunday!). Several people had been to Belair NP as youngsters, so knew a bit
about it, and potentially looked forward to making a return visit; others used the park for walking through – generally these
were people who lived within about 10kms of Belair. It would be worthwhile to have a display stand at future APS sale activities.
Barb and Alan Raine
16 October 2014
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FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
Postal Address:- PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052
Email:- friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Website:- www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
Website & Newsletter:- bandoobs@gmail.com

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2014
PRESIDENT
Mark Pedlar
8278 1991
VICE PRESIDENT
Mike Cerchez
8270 8870
SECRETARY
Jill Salvi
8278 6736
TREASURER
Carol Parrott
8278 6783
COMMITTEE MEMBERS.
Mary Cole, Brian DuBois, Barry Palmer,
Barbara Raine, Jim Trueman.
FUNCTIONARIES
GUIDED WALKS
LIBRARIAN
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
SIGNIFICANT TREES

Barbara Raine
Shirley Alford
Brian & Noeline DuBois
Ron Tamblyn
Jill Salvi
Carol Parrott
Brian DuBois

8278 2370
8278 1525
8270 4215 bandoobs@gmail.com
8393 9803
8278 6736
8278 6783
8270 4215 bandoobs@gmail.com

Barbara Raine

8278 2370

Mary Cole

8278 3816

Mary Cole
Betty Wise
Vaike Aldridge

8278 3816
8278 3805
8277 9596

VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS

MEMBERSHIP
WEBSITE
SPEAKERS
WORKING BEE COORDINATOR

WORKING BEES for
Tuesday or Friday,
Sunday or Wednesday
Monday

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676
Put these numbers in your mobile.

FREE GUIDED WALKS April to November

Normally held on the 4th Tuesday of the month. No guided walks over summer.
Walks will resume on Tuesday 28th of April 2015.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Friends of Parks 30th Annual Forum to be held in 2016.
Delails of the next forum will be published when available.

Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
The Friends of Belair National Park, will be holding their annual Sir John Cleland Memorial for 2015.
Details and date to be advised..
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Birthday Party
Held on the 19th of December to celebrate the birthday of Belair National Park.

MONTHLY MEETINGS 2014/15
Usually (not always) on the first Saturday of the month.
1 pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, Belair NP.
Usually with an interesting speaker first, then the meeting.
Visitors welcome
December 6th - Pam Catcheside “Fungi”.

Pam is a Fungi expert and Honorary Research Associate at the State Herbarium of S.A.
2015
January – no meeting
February 7th –Annual General Meeting
March 7th –Andrew Crompton “Native Grasses”
April 4th 12.30pm – Barbecue Note the earlier start time.
May 2nd –Geoff Coombe “Snake awareness”

WORKING BEES.
Meet by Belair Park Ticket Office
BEFORE 8.30am Standard daylight time or BEFORE 8am Daylight saving time
Tuesday and Friday mornings. For information phone Mary on 8278 3816
Daylight Saving ends Sunday 5th April 2015
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement.
For Mondays, phone Vaike on 8277 9596
For Sundays or Wednesdays phone Betty on 8278 3805
For 3rd Saturday of each month at 9.00am phone 8278 3270

Membership Payments
1)
2)

Pay the treasurer at a meeting
Forward payment and your contact details to
The Treasurer
Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 2, Belair 5052
3)Pay by internet use the following account information and email your contact information to
acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au
Bank SA
BSB 105-078
Acc No:- 306250940
Acc Name:- Friends of Belair Park
Acc Ref:- your name (membership fees)
Annual renewal is $10 a single, $15 for a family regardless of when it is paid.
If joining after 30th June, your first half year is discounted to half price, so please pay $5 for single, or
$7.50 for joint membership.
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