March Newsletter 2014
Presidents Report 2013
I could report on the last 7 years and 1 month that I have been president; however most of you would like the
meeting to finish at a reasonable time, so I’ll just make a few comments. It has become clear that we really need
to be more than just Friends of Belair National Park. The term Friends has lost some of its meaning with the
advent of Face book. One definition that I came across is: A person who gives assistance, patron, and supporter.
What we need to be and have been is Guardians of Belair National Park. The definition of a guardian is: A person,
who guards, protects and preserves.
Belair National Park is unique because not only does it have great conservation values but it also has a great recreational side. Over the last few years the Government has spent large amounts of money on the upgrading the
recreational side. We, as a group, have had a significant input at the planning stages and prevented some detrimental plans from being implemented. This needs to continue. This is where the guards, protects and preserves is
needed, especially when it comes looking after the history as well biodiversity of the Park.
The Group also has a major role on the conservation aspects of the Park. We achieve this by having a dedicated
group of weeders. However weeding is not the only thing this group does. There’s planting (revegetation).
There’s surveying and plant identification. There’s working with outside groups such as schools, scouts and community groups.
There are a whole host of other activities, we have engaged such as displays at Parks Week, conducting walks for
the public, holding monthly meetings with educational and entertaining guest speakers, plus many other valued
activities. In fact, in 2013, 3481 volunteer hours were contributed by the Friends of Belair National Park.
I thank the committee, who have helped keep the group active and strong. I will mention a few individuals, even
though everyone has in their particular ways contributed to the group. Jill Salvi, as secretary, has done a magnificent job keeping the group organised. Carol Parrot has not only been an efficient treasurer but also produced
some marvellous items such as bookmarks, invitations and put a lot of time cleaning the volunteer centre. One of
our newest committee members, Barbara Raines, has done a tremendous amount such as organising Guest speakers and supplying her family for various activities and of course, Mary Cole who has become a working bee coordinator extraordinaire. Please join the next committee, there’s still plenty of things you can contribute.
As I finish my time as President, I don’t feel like rat leaving the sinking ship, but rather as an old retiring captain
handing over to a younger captain to take control. The group is going well, volunteer hours are up, new members
are joining all the time and we are doing well as a group at time of Government cut backs, when our efforts are
needed more than ever.
Michael Cerchez

President
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Parks systems of those countries. Dene then brought the ideas back to
SA, where many have been incorporated into our parks (and further
afield, also in other states of Australia).

Included were volunteer co-ordination, training and identification (uniforms, badges, logos), and volunteer contribution in
interpretive centres for natural, built and cultural heritage, guiding, site interpretation, foreshore monitoring, fire management, and signage, brochures, books and booklets, souvenirs and mementoes. At the time in North American parks, a variety of these aspects had volunteer input, but in SA 25 years ago many of the ideas were considered radical. Now, of course,
we automatically accept them in the management of our parks and reserves.

Before the formal founding of the Friends of Belair National Park in 1985, a dedicated group of concerned local environmentalists held intermittent working bees in the Park, with the approval of the Park's management. In the early 1980s, this
nucleus of informal "Friends", consisting of Lynda Knight, Linda Niemann, Pam Fiala, Monica Blake and Jeanette Lord, tackled the culling of introduced weeds.

In 1985 the inauguration was mooted of a formal "Friends of Belair Recreation Park" (re-assigned National in 1991) and on
16 September 1985 representatives from environmental and heritage groups were invited to discuss the matter. It was
agreed that the purpose of the group was "to involve the community in supporting the Belair Park achieving its management aims" (Minutes ofthe inaugural meeting 16 September 1985). The move was likely to be successful because, as indicated by a statement by Dene Cordes in the invitation to the meeting, "Belair is a Park which has the interest of many South
Australians". At a general meeting a month later,
John Hunwick (also with the National Parks Association) became the first Chairman of the Friends of Belair Park and a program of meetings on topics including orchids and fire management was arranged, supplemented by regular walks in the
Park and weeding working bees. Six of the initial twelve members are still in the group, with the redoubtable Lynda Knight
still attending meetings – and she still can't resist pulling up the nearest wayward weed!

One of the first working bees was the most dramatic - a head-on attack on rampant Sollya which 'had escaped from the
Nursery. Twelve Friends used the old-school method of dragging chains to demolish the huge bushes, with a rallying cry
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from Chairman Hunwick, "Well done, you sta1warts!". Working bees have continued
several times a week ever since, maybe a tad more conservatively than that first one, but as one member was heard to observe, "at Belair we will never run out of weeds" and another to reveal that she was filled with "a gleefiil feeling of delight at
the death of an olive". Many areas in the Park have been rehabilitated due to the
group's efforts. ln recent years volunteer hours have reached in excess of 4000 hours worked per year. Several projects on
clearing creeklines of blackberry, olive, pine, pittosporum, broom and boneseed have been undertaken over the years,
some funded at local and State Government level.

The first planting the Friends were involved in was of Eucalypts on the bare hillside behind court 37. The park truck was sent
to help with watering the trees in and all participants considered what a wonderful job they had done. However a few
weeks later, all that was left ofthe exercise was a few dead sticks, 5 centimetres high. Seed was then collected and plants
propagated (at first usually in old milk cartons) and the germinated native stock planted out, including large batches of Bursaria. There was follow-up watering by hand with some initial success, and this procedure has been pursued over the years
to better effect.

Following a local outcry in 1988 against a Park blitz on the large Aleppo pines which had gone feral in the north-western
section ofthe Park, the Friends of Belair, most of whom were dedicated to the removal of woody weeds, covertly cut down
suitably sized pines to sell as Christmas trees on street stalls in Blackwood,
eliminating the smaller, less obvious Aleppos, and thus keeping the objectors happy, and meantime netting about $400 for
the group. Monthly Saturday meetings were introduced in 1991 and numbers increased, both at meetings and other activities, which in the beginning included a weeding bee after the speaker and business each meeting.

A special all day walk around the Park was instigated in 1986, the Professor Cleland Walk. This walk is now a traditional feature held every year, open to Friends and the public, and commemorates the longest serving Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners ofthe National Park, Professor (later Sir) John Cleland.
John Hunwick recounts:

"From 1936 to 1956 Cleland undertook the self-imposed task of inspecting
Belair National Park on foot, during the period between Christmas and New
Year's Day. It was his purpose to assess the management ofthe park, in relation
to weeds, fire breaks, fencing and anything else that came to his attention, so that
he could advise park staff more specifically as to how they could best discharge
their duties. While regular park inspections with other Commissioners occurred
within Belair, Cleland at this time set out to walk around its boundaries. lt is this
action of his that the Friends of Belair Park seek to commemorate." (J. Hunwick,
]988).

For the first few years, a series of round white metal badges with a different plant or animal hand painted on them for each
year was produced to highlight the annual walk. The walk does not now cover the boundaries of the Park in the summer, as
in Professor Cleland's original, but the aim is now to follow different routes through
the park in the Spring of each year, bringing attention to a magnificent array of wildflowers and orchids, natural and introduced shrubs and trees, heritage features and sites. It also highlights "the history of Belair National Park and the role of one
highly significant person in the development of an appreciation of that Park".
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(J Hunwick, September 1998). The 2010 walk is therefore a fitting feature of the 25” anniversary celebrations.

Tuesday afternoon walks were popular from their inception in April 1988, with an innocuous public notice inviting all to
Come and explore the Park with Lynda Knight and Ray Nash; outings which revealed many beautiful orchids and wildflowers, both common and rare. These walks still largely retain their original aim - a steady amble to look at seasonal vegetation
and orchids, but now also to view items of cultural and historical interest.

The Friends of Belair continue to provide valuable assistance in the removal of feral plants, both large and small, and to be
involved in native plant regeneration and propagation. The recording of the Park's long history and its heritage features,
including its significant trees, has also been addressed. Belair National Park is currently undergoing extensive redevelopment in picnic and visitor facilities, complementing its unique natural- environment and the Friends of Belair Park
will continue their volunteer contribution to ensure the viable future of South Australia's first national park.
Pam Tamblyn. June 2010
With thanks to Lynda Knight.

Heritage / History group
As can be seen from the story above it only spans ten or so years of the 28 year history of the Friends of Belair National
Park.
Many changes have occurred. Such functions as two barbecues each year, an increase in attendance at monthly meetings, a
rekindling of a committee, the increases of the finances, increases in work hours, the advent of the web site and a move to
the Volunteer Centre. This does not list the many individual programs which have been carried out.
Updating the story of the Friends and acknowledging the people who have made these things happen could be a first task
of a heritage/history group.

Mike Cerchez relinquishes Friends’ Presidency after seven years.
At the recent AGM of the Friends of Belair National Park long term president Mike Cerchez stepped down. Mike has been a
member of the “Friends” for over two decades. He has been and continues to be a very active volunteer after more than
twenty years. Besides the continuing battle against weeds, in the latter portion of his presidency the park has seen the
hosting of Earth Station and has had to face the proposal for a Targa Rally through the park.
Over this time conservations values have been determined for the various areas of the park and the Friends have made
considerable inroads on the control of weeds such as boneseed, broom and olive in many areas.
Mike continues to play an active role in the group. He is still leader of the men’s weeding group and at a management level
he continues on the committee as Vice President.
Mike has and continues to work tirelessly for the park. His knowledge of the various areas of the park and their flora is considerable. It will be invaluable for me to have his experience there as Vice President for me to refer to. Mike has been a
very good President for the Friends. Thank you Mike.”
Mark Pedlar
Regardless whether a burnt area was the result of a planned burn or a bushfire our members should not for any reason
enter such an area for up to three to four weeks after a burn.
Tree limbs can be weakened by the fire or there can still be embers which could flare up unexpectedly.
Nor should any member be undertaking a working bee on total fire ban days. Two incidences occurred recently with two
of our members having to be escorted off the Park. This is not acceptable.
Safety is not just a fetish of the Park personnel it is also our responsibility.

4

Auditors Report to the Members of Friends of Belair National Park

Scope

We have audited the attached financial statements of Friends of Belair Park for the year ended 31 December 2013. The
Association’s Treasurer is responsible for the preparation and presentation of the financial report and the information contained herein. We have conducted an independent audit of the financial statements in order to express an opinion on it to
the members of the Friends of Belair Park.

The financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the Association’s Committee accountability requirements. We disclaim any assumption of responsibility for any reliance on this report or the financial report to which it relates to any person other than the members of the Friends of Belair Park.

Our audit has been conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards to provide reasonable assurance as to
whether the financial report is free of material misstatement. Our procedures included examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial report. These procedures have been undertaken to
form an opinion as to whether, in all material respects, the financial report is presented fairly in accordance with the requirements of Australian Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional reporting requirements (Urgent Issues
Group Consensus Views) so as to present a view of the Friends of Belair Park which is consistent with our understanding of
its financial position and the results of its operations and cash flows.

The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis.

Audit Opinion

In our opinion, the financial statements of Friends of Belair Park present fairly in accordance with applicable Accounting
Standards and other mandatory professional reporting requirements, the financial position as at 31 December 2013 and
the results of its operations and cash flows for the year then ended.

Signed ………………………………………..

Geoffrey David Hattam
27th January 2014
Hattam McCarthy Reeves Pty Ltd
39 Charles Street
NORWOOD, SA 5067
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Friends of Belair National Park
Profit & Loss Statement
1 January 2013 To 31 December 2013
Income
2013 Membership Fees

$580.00

2014 Membership Fees

$350.00

Donations

$940.50

Interest Income

$263.18

Reimbursements

$2,391.16

Sale of Merchandise

$237.00

Total Income

$4,761.84

Expenditure
Postage

$89.65

Telephone

$45.50

Tools

$554.36

Fuel / Herbicide

$519.45

Stationery

$162.78

Ink Cartridges

$234.84

Merchandise

$187.00

Vol Centre Supplies

$218.75

Gifts

$179.40

Membership

$54.00

Dianella Precinct

$2,200.00

Hardware

$1,886.50

Books

$90.00

Total Expenses

$6,422.23

Movement

-$1,660.39
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Friends of Belair National Park
Balance Sheet
1 January 2013 To 31 December 2013
Assets

Opening balance

Movement

-$1,918.77

$911.87

$5,631.22

$258.38

$5,889.60

$8,461.86

-$1,660.39

$6,801.47

Restoration of Minno Creek in the
Diannella Precinct

$2,557.48

-$2,200.00

$357.48

Total Liabilities

$2,557.48

-$2,200.00

$357.48

$5,904.38

$539.61

$6,443.99

$539.61

$6,443.99

$5,904.38

$539.61

Friends of Belair Park Account

$2,830.64

Fixed Term Deposit
Total Assets

Closing Balance

Liabilities

Net Assets

Represented by Equity

Friends of Belair Park Funds C/fwd

$5,904.38

Total Equity

$6,443.99

From the Library
Aileen Ferris and I have done a stocktake of the library since our last meeting. Shelves have been relabelled and the catalogue updated. There are two copies of the catalogue, one attached to the door of the cupboard, and the other which
members may borrow is on the top shelf. Each book now has a code number which will make it much easier to find a particular book and also to keep books in their correct section.
None of this would have been possible without Aileen’s enthusiasm and expertise. All the computer work has been done
by her.
Many publications have been added to the library in the past year. Of special interest to the “weeders” are the Boneseed
and Asparagus Management Manuals produced by the NSW Department of Environment.
Shirley Alford
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2013 End of Year report
Weeding Program in Belair National Park
2013 has passed all expectations. There are 36 Friends actively, working on the
eradication of woody weeds. and planting in the park. Some work on adopted blocks, and others
with the Mattock men or the Dam ladies on the regular Tuesday and Friday working bees.
The weeders

The Men

The Ladies

Adopt-a-block

Michael Cerchez

Peggy Cerchez

Vaike Aldridge

Mark Pedlar

Shirley Alford

Heather Drage

Alan Raine

Di Neill

Raine Family

Andrew Raine

Jenny Pedlar

Spencer Trowse

Peter Raine

Barbara Warburton

Betty Wise

Steven Raine

Jill Salvi

Malcolm Woolven

Bevin Scholz

Helen Janz

Dr David Hansman

Villis Vasilevskis

Barabra Raine

Liam McLarty

Faye Loffler

Ross Hansaker

Mary Cole

Tim & Jen Jolly

Aileen Ferris

Fay & Jim Trueman

Oh Chew Yong

Ankica Markulin

Lorelei Skoblyk

Phil Wake

Elizabeth Martin

All our records are now kept on spread sheets.
I would like to thank Bevin for all his help in setting up the program. Which was no easy task.

In 2013 we reached a total of 2546 hours.
This was made up of Weeding and planting, and some watering.
The Friends also helped the Ranger with the schools planting program.
Easter Friday we assisted 30 Mormons who volunteered to Weed in the park, They worked in VMU
9 D pulling out Boneseed .We received very positive feed back as to how much they enjoyed the
morning.
In September we joined with the Men to do planting in VMU 8.
The Raine family have spent many hours working on this block, so it was good to give them some
support.
2013 was a busy year, I think we should be very proud of what we have achieved.
I would like to say a very big thank you to Shirley, Barbara and Alan for all the help and support
they have given me throughout the year.
Finally.
A very big thank you to all those dedicated Weeder’s who put so much time and effort into removing weeds from our park.
Mary Cole
Weeding coordinator
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New Members
Welcome to three new members:David & Lynette Turner
Geoffrey Russell
We hope you will enjoy your time with the Friends

Forum
The next Friends of Parks Forum will be held on 10-12 May 2014 on Kangaroo Island. Numbers will be
limited to 200. Register immediately if you want to go.
E-mail:-kiforum2014@gmail.com
Postal:- FOP Forum KI, PO Box 559 Penneshaw,5222.
If you require a new Friends jumper for the forum contact Jill immediately, to purchase through the
Friends. (8278 6736).

Corporate Volunteers
Conservation Volunteers organisation has offered to us some “Corporate Volunteers”, probably in March and April. We expect that this will be a group of office
staff coming to assist us, but we have no details as yet. We will be keeping in
touch with our regular weeders as we find out the details, as we hope this offer
will fit in with our regular working bees.
This is a modern trend where a group of employees work on a project together
and do some bonding.
If they are prepared to weed for a couple of hours why not.
If you hear of anyone who might be interested in this let the committee know.

THE DEAD COW LECTURE:

First-year students at Purdue Vet School were attending their first anatomy class with a real
dead cow. They all gathered around the surgery table with the body covered with a white
sheet. The professor started the class by telling them, "In Veterinary medicine it is necessary
to have two important qualities as a doctor. The first is that you not be disgusted by anything
involving the animal's body."
For an example, the professor pulled back the sheet, stuck his finger in the butt of the cow,
withdrew it, and stuck his finger in his mouth. "Go ahead and do the same thing," he told his
students.
The students freaked out, hesitated for several minutes, but eventually took turns sticking a
finger in the butt of the dead cow and sucking on it.
When everyone finished, the Professor looked at them and said,..... "The second most important quality is observation. I stuck in my middle finger and sucked on my index finger. Now
learn to pay attention. Life's tough but it's even tougher if you're stupid ."
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FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
Email:- friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
Postal:- PO Box 2 BELAIR SA 5052

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2014
PRESIDENT
Mark Pedlar
8278 1991
VICE PRESIDENT
Mike Cerchez
8270 8870
SECRETARY
Jill Salvi
8278 6736
TREASURER
Carol Parrott
8278 6783
COMMITTEE MEMBERS.
Mary Cole, Brian DuBois, Barry Palmer,
Barbara Raine, Jim Trueman.
FUNCTIONARIES
GUIDED WALKS
LIBRARIAN
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
SIGNIFICANT TREES
MEMBERSHIP
WEBSITE

Barbara Raine
Shirley Alford
Brian & Noeline DuBois
Ron Tamblyn
Jill Salvi
Carol Parrott
Brian DuBois

8278 2370
8278 1525
8270 4215
8393 9803
8278 6736
8278 6783
8270 4215

SPEAKERS

Barbara Raine

8278 2370

WORKING BEE COORDINATOR

Mary Cole

8278 3816

WORKING BEES for
Tuesday or Friday,
Sunday or Wednesday
Monday

Mary Cole
Betty Wise
Vaike Aldridge

8278 3816
8278 3805
8277 9596

VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS

BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
Belair National Park Office 8278 5477
After hours Emergency 0427 556 676
Put these numbers in your mobile.

FREE GUIDED WALKS April to November
On the 4th Tuesday afternoon each month at 2.00. pm
Ask at the office, Belair National Park at 1.45 pm for meeting place and free entry.
The next Tuesday walk will be April 22 nd 2014.. Subsequent walks will be on the May 27th, June 24th,
July 22nd,August 26th, September 23rd, October 28th and November 25th.
Put these dates in your diary. Enquiries to Barbara Raine on 8278 2370

SPECIAL EVENTS
Friends of Parks 29th Annual Forum on Kangaroo Island 10th May, 2014.
For more details refer article in this issue.
For information phone Jill 8278 6736.
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Professor Cleland Memorial Walk
This year, the Friends of Belair National Park, will be holding their annual Sir John Cleland Memorial
Walk. Details and date in next issue.
Birthday Party
Held on the 19th of December to celebrate the birthday of Belair National Park.

MONTHLY MEETINGS 2014
Usually (not always) on the first Saturday of the month.
1 pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, Belair NP.
Usually with an interesting speaker first, then the meeting.
Visitors welcome
April 5th – Barbecue- no guest speaker.
May 3rd – Stuart Collard “Birds in Belair National Park”
Stuart is the Conservation Manager for the Nature Conservation Society of South
Australia.
His special interest is ornithology and he will bring us the latest information on Bird Surveys in the Park.
June 7th - Peter Wilson “Care of Tools”
Peter is a lecturer on Gardening at the WEA, with considerable expertise in horticulture.
He will also demonstrate some useful tools which will be available for purchase by
Friends at the meeting.

WORKING BEES.
Meet by Belair Park Ticket Office
BEFORE 8.30am Standard daylight time or BEFORE 8am Daylight saving time
Tuesday and Friday mornings. For information phone Mary on 8278 3816
Daylight Saving ends 6th April 2014
Working Bees on other days, meet by arrangement.
For Mondays, phone Vaike on 8277 9596
For Sundays or Wednesdays phone Betty on 8278 3805

Membership Payments
1)
2)

Pay the treasurer at a meeting
Forward payment to
The Treasurer
Friends of Belair NP
PO Box 2, Belair 5052
3)Pay by internet use the following account information and notify the treasurer by email.
acmeparrott@picknowl.com.au
Bank SA
BSB 105-078
Acc No:- 306250940
Acc Name:- Friends of Belair Park
Acc Ref:- your name (membership fees)
Annual renewal is $10 a single, $15 for a family regardless of when it is paid.
If joining after 30th June, your first half year is discounted to half price, so please pay $5 for single, or
$7.50 for joint membership.
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