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Please note this is a quarterly newsletter. 4 per year. March, June, Sept and Dec.
Deadlines are the 3rd Monday of the month preceding its issue.
Contributions can be emailed to Michael Cerchez at cerchez@tpg.com.au

FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK.
ABN 38 093 387 757
PO Box 2 Belair SA 5052
Email: friendsofbelairpark@msn.com.
Website:www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
This newsletter is available by Email. If you prefer not to receive a printed copy please
let a committee member know.
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2009
PRESIDENT Mike Cerchez 8339 6801 VICE PRESIDENT Jim Trueman8278 9359
SECRETARY Jill Salvi
8278 6736 4 Colton Rd BLACKWOOD SA 5051
TREASURER Carol Parrott 8278 6783
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Brian DuBois, Barry Palmer, Isabel Storer, Ron Tamblyn.
VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS
Jill Salvi
8278 6736
GUIDED WALKS
Jenny Skinner
8278 8986
LIBRARIAN
Pam Tamblyn
8278 6593
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Mike Cerchez
8339 6801
WORKING BEES
Vacant; contact either Jill or Mike.
SIGNIFICANT TREES
Ron Tamblyn
8278 6593
GENERAL MEETINGS on the first Saturday of the month. 1.00pm at the Volunteer
Centre, Long Gully, Belair National Park. Visitors welcome. Come to hear our interesting
speakers at 1.00pm.
Barbecue 7th November at 12.30pm for a barbecue before the meeting.
Please bring plate of salad or sweet slice to share and $2.50 donation for meat.
IMPORTANT!
When a meeting is scheduled on a day of a TOTAL FIRE BAN it will not go ahead. In
the case of the AGM it will be rescheduled to occur with next month’s general meeting

WORKING BEES
Daylight saving begins at 2am on the first
Sunday in October and ends on the first
Sunday in April.
Tuesdays and Fridays, meet outside the
Information Centre, Belair National Park
before 8.30 am in the winter or 8.00 am in
the summer (daylight saving time)
Enquiries Mike 8339 6801
For working bees on other days telephone
Jill on 8278 6736.
*** Trial of Sunday working bees on the
Dianella Precinct starts 6th September at
9.00am.
NO WORKING BEE IF THERE IS A
FIRE BAN

McCarthy’s garden Coromandel Valley.
Tuesday September 8th. Meet 1.00pm
Park Office.

GUIDED WALKS are from April to
December, on the 4th Tuesday afternoon.
Leaving from outside the Information
Centre, Belair National Park at 2.00 pm.
All welcome. The next Tuesday walk will
be on 22nd September. (No walk if
temperature to be over 32 degrees)
Enquiries Jenny 8278 8986.

*** Refer further details in this newsletter

*** September 20th Prof Cleland
Memorial Walk. Sunday at 9.45am for 10
am. 1.45 pm for 2 pm, meeting at the
Volunteer Centre.
*** October 30th – November 1st
Friends of Parks Inc Forum 2009
at Sunnybrae Farm, Regency Park.
“Rediscovering Adelaide: Urban
Biodiversity and Heritage”.
December –Saturday 19th Belair Park 118th
Birthday and Friends 24th Birthday.

Welcome to new members who have
recently joined our group, Mike &
Deborah Collings, Sharn Hook, Paul
Reece, Jill Golden & David Guerriero.

SPECIAL EVENTS 2009
Jenny has arranged a walk at Lance
==================================================================
SUNDAY MORNING WORKING
BEES at the Dianella Precinct in Belair
Park.
Starting on SUNDAY 13TH and
continuing on 20th, and 27th SEPTEMBER
2009 at 9.00am until 11.00am.
Those at the August general meeting know
that we decided then to invest our
Telstra/Channel 10 prize money in
restoring the Minno Creek adjacent to the
Dianella Precinct. This is the recently
upgraded area between the Main Pavilion
and the golf course. We also have some
funds left over from 1999 for the public
subscription against extending the caravan
park into this area.

If you are unable to work during the week,
now is the time to get your hands dirty on
Sunday mornings to help restore this area
with assistance from the community.
We helped students of Hawthorndene
Primary School with planting there in
August.
Blackwood Scouts & Savings & Loans
Credit Union.
The scouts have promised us 200 person
hours to raise $2,000 from Savings &
Loans for the 2010 Scout Jamboree. They
have weeded for 92 hours so far in the
school holidays and did a great job. Now
they have offered to work with us on
Sunday mornings.
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We will start with every Sunday morning
to see how we go. (But remember the
Professor Cleland Memorial Walks on
20th September, morning and afternoon)
If you can come once a month, that would
be great, and every week would be
marvellous. Wear sturdy boots, gardening
gloves, long sleeves, hat, sunscreen. Bring
water to drink. Suggested tools, mattock,
spade, trowel, and buckets for watering in.
We will probably be weeding, planting,
and seed collection later in the season.
More details to come, planning is in
progress with our liaison ranger, Jen
Pitman.
If you have any great ideas to help with
this, please advise.
For those who have never attended a
Friends Working Bee before, a reminder you do not have to pay the entrance fee, so
drive in to Dianella Precinct, off Creek
Road, across the bridge. Any enquiries,
phone Jill on 8278 6736, or email to
jrsalvi@bigpond.com.
*****
th
25 Annual Friends of Parks Forum,
Sunnybrae Farm, Regency Park.
Rediscovering Adelaide
Urban Biodiversity and Heritage
30th October – 1st November 2009
Information available on
http://www.communitywebs.org/Friendsof
Parks/
Enquiries to robert.letcher@bigpond.com
or 8296 4493.
Early bird discount $20 before 12th
September.
An interesting program from 4.00pm on
Friday until 5.00pm Sunday, and being in
Adelaide this time you can sleep at home.
Speakers include Professor Chris Daniels,
among the varied topics is “Salisbury
Council storm water”, and there are
various interesting excursions to choose
from. Come along and have a great
weekend.
Guided Walks are from April to
December, on the 4th Tuesday afternoon.
Meet outside the Information Centre,

Belair National Park at 2.00 pm. All
welcome. The first Tuesday walk for 2009
will be on 28th April. (No walk if forecast
temperature is over 32 degrees) Enquiries
Jenny 8278 8986.
December -Friday 19th Belair Park 118th
Birthday and Friends 24th Birthday
CLELAND MEMORIAL WALK IN
BELAIR NATIONAL PARK
We invite you to take part in the annual
FREE Prof. Cleland Memorial Walk,
guided by The Friends of Belair National
Park, on Sunday 20th September,
beginning at the Volunteer Centre, Long
Gully, at 9.45am for the morning walk or
1.45pm for the afternoon walk. BYO
lunch/snacks, water, comfortable shoes,
sunscreen and hat. Come and learn about
the flora, fauna and history of the park or
just come for an enjoyable walk. For
further information, ring Shirley on
82781525 or Jenny on 82788986.
Professor Sir John Cleland, (1878-1971),
was Chairman of the Commissioners of
the National Park from 1936 till 1956.
During this period, he undertook the selfimposed task of inspecting the park on
foot, during the period between Christmas
and New Year's Day. The Commissioners
visited the park twice a year to inspect the
"improvements", but Cleland at this time
set out to walk its boundaries. His purpose
was to assess weeds, fire breaks, fencing
and anything else that came to his
attention, so that he could advise park staff
more specifically as to how they could best
discharge their duties. It is this action of
his that the Friends of Belair National Park
commemorate with the annual Professor
Cleland Walk.
EXTRA SPECIAL TUESDAY WALK
On Tuesday September 8th, Lance
McCarthy, a retired physicist from
Flinders University, is going to give us a
guided tour of his 'Flinders Investigator
Garden' at Cherry Gardens. Lance's
vision, back in 2000 when he purchased
these 4 hectares of former farmland with
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views out to the Gulf, was to create a
garden with living examples of the plants
collected by the botanist Robert Brown
and drawn by botanical artist Ferdinand
Bauer on their voyage around Australia
with Matthew Flinders in 1801. This
garden was featured on 'Gardening
Australia' in February this year and also in
the Gardening Australia Magazine for
March. Because this land was very
degraded a lot of weeding had to be done
before any planting could take place so
some of the Friends weeders might be
interested in his techniques and results.
More information about this garden can be
obtained by a Google search of 'Flinders
Investigator Garden' and there will also
be handouts at the September meeting.
Anyone interested in coming on what
should be a very interesting walk, should
meet at the Information Centre at Belair
NP at 1pm so that we can pool cars
(parking space at the site is very limited).
Although the site is fairly steep, there is a
graded pathway down the slope but for
those who just want to come along and
hear Lance talk about his garden, there is a
lovely area at the top to sit and look
at the view!
EDITORIAL AND PRESIDENT’S
COMMENTS
Since our last newsletter we have had a lot
happen.
Unfortunately, 2 Friends have passed away
and will be greatly missed. (See the
obituaries in this newsletter).
Leah Egan, our Liaison Ranger, had a
baby boy, Mitchell Richard Egan, on May
14. Congratulations! This will keep her
busy at home for a while. Jen Pitman is
now our acting Liaison Ranger and has
been very involved with the group since
she took over the role.
Peggy and I were overseas between May
5th and June 21st. We had a very interesting
trip between Paris and Istanbul. Thank
you, to all those who filled in for me at
various times.

We have had the initial plans on the front
entrance redevelopment released and have
had a chance to make some suggestions for
changes. The final plans show changes
which will improve the traffic flow.
The Belair National Park Trails Plan was
released for public consultation.
Unfortunately this document left a lot to be
desired. Very few changes had been made,
in spite of many criticisms that were made
during the initial consultations. There
seems to be too much emphasis on
providing an exciting bike experience at
the expense of conservation and walkers.
Hopefully the consultation process will
lead to some changes, which will address
the major concerns that many of the
Friends expressed, and it will not just be
ignored, so that the heavy emphasis on
bike trails continues. The Shared Trail can
work but only when it is wide enough, and
a gentle enough gradient for cyclists to be
able to act responsibly and give way to
walkers and horses, as they’re supposed to.
This will not be the case in many of the
areas where it is proposed to have the new
Shared Use Trails. Obviously what will
suffer are the conservation areas and the
safety of walkers.
Belair National Park or Belair Bike
Park?
The Dianella Precinct is nearing
completion. This precinct is now a very
good facility. The maze of roads and
tracks has been replaced by a good
bitumen road servicing the area. The
barbecues have been upgraded and the
heritage arbours have been restored.
Unfortunately the contractors have slipped
up in a few instances. James Crocker has
notified them and there will be
improvements made. It must be realised
that with the multitude of upgrades that are
occurring in the Park, which are being
carried out by outside contractors, staff
have extra work and extra responsibilities.
Unfortunately contractors don’t always
fulfil the plans.
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Hawthorndene Primary school is assisting
with the revegetation. (See photos later in
this newsletter.)
We have decided to make this area one of
our projects, and will be putting $2500
towards the restoration of Minno Creek in
this Precinct. $500 comes from the
original public donations for this area,
when it was proposed to expand the
caravan park and country club into the
area, and the other $2000 is our Telstra
Award money
May, June, July and August all proved to
have a few wet days which interrupted our
working bees. The rain was much
appreciated and hopefully it has recharged
soils in the Park. The major efforts have
been put in on the controlled burn area
bordering Sheoak Road, which was
heavily infested with South African Daisy,
as well as quite healthy Boneseed, and
patches of Broom. One of the unfortunate
results of the fuel reduction burns is it
causes the germination of weeds. DEH
resources the burns, but seems to fail to
resource adequately the after effect and it
has been left up to the Friends to rescue
the situation. There has been wonderful
germination of native species. The
Monday, Tuesday and Friday working
bees were ably assisted by groups of
Blackwood Scouts, parents and leaders
during the school holidays.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DAVID C.
PATON HAS KINDLY AGREED TO BE
THE PATRON OF THE FRIENDS OF
BELAIR NATIONAL PARK.

Eric Cole passed away on 23rd June 2009.
Our sympathies go to Mary.
Also to his children and their partners,
Sarah, David, Gary and Helen.
Also to his Grandchildren Michael,
Jessica, Thomas, Matthew and Ben.
Eric will be greatly missed by the Friends
of Belair National Park.
Eric and Mary joined the Friends of
Belair National Park in 1995.
Eric was on the committee and held the
important position of Working-bee
Coordinator. Eric set a cracking pace at
working-bees. He rarely missed Tuesday
and Friday morning working–bees. As
well as this he surveyed the Park
frequently, to keep track of the weeds which
occur in profusion in Belair National
Park. Eric was also the contact person with
our Liaison Ranger. He attended
numerous courses to improve his
knowledge and skills to enable him to lead
the volunteers in necessary work in the
Park. Eric served on the committee for a
number of years and was Treasurer,
between 1997 and 2001, before becoming
Working-bee Coordinator
Many members of the Friends of Belair,
and Park Staff attended Eric’s Funeral at
the Charles Berry Funeral Home, Magill,
on the 30th June.

David Paton works in the School of Earth
and Environmental Sciences at the
University of Adelaide and is a great
spokesman on environmental matters.
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Regional Natural Parks of France
Before we travelled to France in May this
year, we did a lot of research and came
across the areas labelled “Parc naturel
regional” and thought these were like our
National Parks. However they seemed
much larger and had towns and villages in
them. We planned to visit several of them
and did actually end up in 3 of the Parks,
Parc du Vercors, Parc du Luberon, and
Parc du Verdon and drove through several
others. We found they were nothing like
our National Parks in that; there were
villages and towns, there was farming and
industries, some major roads went through
them and they were certainly large. So
what are Parc naturel regional? This is
what was found on the internet: There are
45 regional natural parks in France. They
account for 13% of its territory, 3 706
communes, over seven million hectares
and more than three million inhabitants.
The preservation of this natural, cultural
and human wealth is the basis for the
regional parks development project.
A Regional Natural Park is an inhabited
rural area, recognised at national level as
being of major value in terms of heritage
and landscape, yet fragile. It is organised
around a concerted sustainable
development project, based on the
protection and development of its heritage.
The project for the protection and
development of a given area is given
concrete expression by a code of practice
committing public authorities at both
regional and national level.
The goals laid down by law to guide the
actions of the regional parks, in addition
to heritage protection and management
and land development, focus on economic
and social development too, with the aim
of ensuring quality of life in the areas
concerned. The parks promote the general
public’s contact with nature, in an
educational strategy to raise awareness of
environmental issues. They also
participate in research programmes, and

undertake new procedures and methods
for action.
Park management is based on three
elements:
- Land efficiency, based on a charter with
a renewable twelve-year term.
- shared authority between the State and
the regions.
- The will to convince rather than compel
people to change their behaviour, through
information, activities and awareness
raising.
Parc du Vercors is located in the central
eastern half of France and contains some
of their main ski resorts, also some very
scenic gorges, and mountain scenery.
There are small villages and towns,
pleasant farming land and managed
forests. The road in was a horrendous drive
through Gorges de Bourne, a narrow
winding road around the edge of the gorge,
often reducing to one lane, through tunnels
and with wired rock falls.

This was made worse by the fact it was a
week- end and everyone seemed to be on
the road. French cyclists and motor
cyclists, crazy weekend drivers, German
motor homes and tour buses, and they
were all driving on the wrong side of the
road. It was worth it when we arrived and
found a pleasant small hotel in the
countryside near some excellent walks. We
took the one to Valchevriere, a village
which was used by the Resistance in
WWII. After a heroic battle by the French,
it was burned by the Germans, except for
the little church.
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drivers were out in force, and in a hurry,
on motor bikes, in motor homes, in cars,
on bicycles and even one on a motorised
wheelchair. Again the road was windy,
narrow and very scenic. Parc du Verdon
was more natural than the other two
because of its rugged nature.

The road out of the Vercors to the south,
which we took, dropped 2000 metres via
zigzags, which also made interesting
driving.
Parc du Luberon in Provence was very
different. It was a very scenic farming area
with vineyards, orchards, olive groves and
mixed farms, small hill villages, very
pleasant to drive through.

Peggy and Michael Cerchez

Death of Toni Nicholson.
Toni had been ill for many months and
passed away on May 12th 2009, aged 72.

We spent the night in a B & B, a villa in
the countryside, just outside Manosque.
Parc du Verdon was a very different
experience again. The Verdon Gorge is
extremely deep and rugged, and the road
goes through it.

She was very well known in Belair Park as
she had been a most helpful Information
Officer there for over 25 years and had
also been a long time active member of
both the Friends of Old Govt House and of
the Friends of Belair. She was much
appreciated for her care and cleaning of
the Volunteer Centre in recent years.
Friends of Belair National Park and Old
Govt House, and staff members of DEH
were among the many people who
crowded to overflowing the funeral chapel
at Centennial Park to farewell Toni
Nicholson.

It was Sunday and the French Sunday
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THE UPPER WATERFALL
31ST July 2009

Above the Fall

View from the southern cliff

View from below on the north
side.
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HAWTHORNDENE PRIMARY SCHOOL PLANTING DAY
This was held on 21st
August 2009 in the
Dianella Precinct, which is
nearing completion
Even though it was a grey
day, the showers held off
while 125 or so primary
school children, aided by
their teachers, 5 of the
Park Staff, and 7 Friends,
planted 300 grasses and
shrubs at the western end
of the precinct.

Thanks to all who
helped make this a
great success.
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DESPARATELY NEEDED!
More Friends to join the committee.
We’re all busy but…..
The Friends of Belair National Park does not run without the work of the committee. The
committee meets every third Monday of the month between 1.30 and 3.30 pm. Please
contact a committee member if you could assist the Group to keep on keeping on.

Photographs in this newsletter were taken by Mike Cerchez and Jenny Skinner.
DISCLAIMER
The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors of the
articles, and the Editor, and do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of the
Friends of Belair National Park.
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE. $10 FOR SINGLES AND $15.00
FOR FAMILIES.
NEW MEMBERSHIPS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW.

Want to join Friends of Belair National Park
Just fill out the form below and send it to: The Treasurer
Friends of Belair National Park
P.O. Box 2
Belair 5052
I/We enclose my/our membership fee of $10 single/ $15 Family or Group.
Name(s):………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….Postcode……………………
Email…………………………………

Phone…………………………………
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