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NEWLETTER 4, DECEMBER, 2008 

 

Please note this is a quarterly newsletter. 4 per year.  March, June, Sept and Dec. 

Deadlines are the 3
rd

 Monday of the month preceding its issue. 

Contributions can be emailed to Michael Cerchez at cerchez@chariot.net.au  

 

 
 

BEST WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS  
AND THE NEW YEAR
FRIENDS OF BELAIR NATIONAL 

PARK.  ABN 38 093 387 757 

PO Box 2 Belair SA 5052 

E-mail friendsofbelairpark@msn.com.      

Website 

www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairp

ark 

Friends of Belair National Park 

are having a party 

to celebrate the 117
th

  birthday of Belair 

National Park, and the 23
rd

 birthday of the 

Friends of Belair at the Volunteer Centre, 

Long Gully, in Belair National Park 

on Friday 19
th

 December 2008 at 6 pm. 

Please bring a large plate or two of finger 

food to share (savouries, sandwiches, 

cakes, fruit, etc)  

 

REGULAR EVENTS 
 

General Meetings on the first Saturday of the 

month but not in January.  

1.00pm at the Volunteer Centre, Long Gully, 

Belair National Park. Visitors welcome.  

 

Next meeting is the AGM on Saturday 7
th

 

February 2009 at 1.00pm. 

Then Saturday 7
th

 March 2009 at 1.00pm 

with an interesting speaker. 

Saturday April 4
th

 will probably be a 

barbecue at 12.30pm (to be confirmed) 

mailto:cerchez@chariot.net.au
mailto:friendsofbelairpark@msn.com
http://www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
http://www.communitywebs.org/friendsofbelairpark
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 Please bring a salad or sweet slice to 

share, and a donation towards the meat. 

 

Working Bees on Tuesdays and Fridays, meet 

outside the Information Centre, Belair 

National Park 

 8.00 am in December, January and February.  

Enquiries Eric 8278 3816 

NO WORKING BEE IF THERE IS A 

TOTAL FIRE BAN. 

Working bees Monday morning, phone for 

arrangements Vaike 8277 9596 

Working Bees Sunday morning, phone for 

arrangements Ron 8278 6593 or Betty 8278 

3805. 

 

Guided Walks are from April to December, 

on the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesday afternoons. Meet 

outside the Information Centre, Belair 

National Park at 2.00 pm. Visitors welcome. 

Walks on December 9
th

 & 23
rd

, then April 

14
th

 2009. Enquiries Shirley 8278 1525. 
 

SPECIAL EVENT 

30 October – 1 November 2009 – 25
th

 

Annual Friends of Parks Forum 

Sunnybrae Farm, Regency Park. 

“Rediscovering Adelaide. Urban 

Biodiversity and Heritage” 
 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2008 
PRESIDENT Mike Cerchez 8339 6801 

VICE PRESIDENT Jim Trueman 8278 9359  

SECRETARY Jill Salvi 8278 6736   4 Colton Rd 

BLACKWOOD SA 5051 

TREASURER Carol Parrott 8278 6783 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS. Eric Cole, Brian 

DuBois, Barry Palmer, Isabel Storer, Ron Tamblyn. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS

 Jill Salvi  8278 6736 

GUIDED WALKS   

 Shirley Alford  8278 1525 
LIBRARIAN    

 Pam Tamblyn   8278 6593 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

 Mike Cerchez  8339 6801 

WORKING BEES   

 Eric Cole  8278 3816  

SIGNIFICANT TREES  

 Ron Tamblyn  8278 6593 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM will be held on Saturday February 

7
th

 2009 at 1.00pm at the Volunteer Centre, 

Long Gully, Belair National Park.  

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting 

1. Receive the Annual Report for 2008 

2. Receive the audited Financial Statement 

for 2008 

3. Appoint an Auditor for 2009 

4. Election of Officers and Committee for 

2009 

5. Set the subscription rates for 2009. The 

committee proposes that these rates be as for 

2008. 

 

The AGM will be followed by afternoon tea 

and a general monthly meeting. 

 

If you are able to stand as a committee 

member, please do so, as duties are not 

onerous, meetings can be arranged to suit, 

and fresh ideas are welcomed. Speak to a 

member of the current committee about 

joining us. Nominations accepted at the 

AGM, but we would like to know 

beforehand that we will have some people 

on the committee. 

 

oOo 

 

WEEDERS CORNER – 3 cornered garlic 

Ralph told us of how ants, fooled into 

thinking the seeds of 3 cornered garlic are 

meat, take them back to their nests. Then they 

find out they are not, and the seeds grow. 

When you see an isolated patch of 3 cornered 

garlic and hasten to pull them out before they 

spread, please realise that you are probably 

standing on an ants’ nest. Maybe hoppers or 

bull ants! Beware 

 

IT IS NOT ALWAYS SOUTH AFRICAN 

DAISY 

Information of Interest (from Southern Lofty 

Newsletter) 

Tim Jury of Threatened Plant Action Group 

has recently rediscovered a previously 
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thought extinct Fireweed Groundsel in the 

Mount Lofty Area (Last recorded sighting 

1848). The plant itself is a Senecio and can 

resemble the invasive weed African Daisy, so 

a timely reminder to be confident of your 

weed ID skills before removing plants, and 

ensuring new volunteers has the assistance 

they need.  

There is a new publication Blackberry 

Control in Bandicoot Country, choosing how 

and when to control blackberry if Bandicoots 

live in your area. 

It is available from the Southern Lofty 

District Office, or your Liaison Ranger also 

from Friends of Belair secretary, Jill, phone 

8278 6736. 

oOo 
 

ON THE BRADLEY METHOD. 

Have you ever heard of the Misses Bradley 

Who discovered a method of gently, not 

madly 

Removing exotics from bushland nearby 

To encourage the natives in growing, 

whereby 

The Bush could return. But patience is 

needed, 

To get Bush to grow in an area weeded. 

They told of their target – to bring back the 

Bush! 

Make minimal disturbance, don’t be in a rush.  

Work outwards from good Bush, do not over-

clear, 

Or weeds will rush in, not the plants we hold 

dear. 

If just clearing weeds was the aim of the day 

We could sell off for housing and do it that 

way. 

But the Friends of Belair are making their 

mark 

In preserving good bush in Belair National 

Park. 

Anon. 

 

NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE ON LINE. 

The Dept for Environment and Heritage – 

Volunteer Newsletter can be viewed on 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/deh/volunt

eers/volunteer.html 

 

The Friends of Parks e-News can be 

viewed on 

www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks 

 

oOo 

BAROSSA BUSH GARDENS – 

PROPOSED DAY TRIP 

Chris Hall of Barossa Bush Gardens was the 

speaker at our meeting last December, and it 

was a very interesting talk. We are thinking 

of having an all day bus trip to visit these 

gardens next autumn (April or May). There 

are native plants available to buy, and the 

various gardens are laid out as examples of 

how to design a bush garden for your home. 

The cost to hire a bus would be between $24 

and $40 depending on how many people want 

to go. There are lots of other attractions that 

we could visit on the day – whispering wall, a 

keg factory, the lavender farm, fruit wine 

factory, Chateau Dorrier, Altona Scrub, etc. 

Also morning and afternoon tea and lunch. 

We were considering going on a Wednesday, 

not being a weeding day. If you are interested 

in going, please telephone Judith on 8271 

1534, or Jill on 8278 6736. This is a self-

funded excursion, so any of your friends will 

be welcomed to join us. 

oOo 

WORKING IN BELAIR NATIONAL 

PARK. 

Would you like to work in the Park but you 

are employed or study during the week, or 

have children to get off to school, or find 

8.30 am is too early? Some years ago we met 

on the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month at 10.00 am 

to work for 2 hours on projects, weeding, 

planting, or as required. If you are interested 

in joining a group at a time different from 

our current working bees, please telephone 

the secretary, Jill, on 8278 6736 with your 

idea 

 

 

 

President’s and Editor’s Comments 

 

2008 has been a good year for a lot of the 

projects. The Dam Ladies have achieved a lot 

of work in both the Railway Dam and other 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/deh/volunteers/volunteer.html
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/deh/volunteers/volunteer.html
http://www.communitywebs.org/Friends
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areas. Finally a sign has been put up near the 

Railway Dam to emphasize the great work 

that has been done by the ladies. 

 
The Mattock Men have made progress on the 

railway land and have managed to remove 

masses of mature Boneseed, small olives, 

broom, etc. 

There has been an offer of a sign for the 

Mattock Men, however since they range far 

and wide it’s hard to decide where it should 

be placed. Suggestions would be welcome. 

We have also managed to improve the 

situation with regard to meeting technology. 

We have purchased a laptop computer, digital 

projector, and a new sound system. This will 

enable meetings to be conducted in a much 

more efficient manner. We’ve had interesting 

meetings since the last newsletter. In 

September the guest speaker was Christel 

Mex, who gave us a rundown on the 

workings and projects of the Adelaide & 

Mount Loft Ranges Natural Management 

Board. In September, Alexandra Schurer gave 

a beautifully illustrated talk on her 

impressions of the Belair National Park. 

Alexandra is a year 12 student who has been 

working on an assignment on Belair National 

Park as part of her studies. Friends were most 

impressed with her very artistic work. In 

November, we held our sociable barbecue 

meeting. It was good to have our Liaison 

Ranger Leah Egan with us to give a report on 

what was going on in the Park. 

The Cleland Walk was again one of the 

features of this quarter. Even though numbers 

were down we thank Jenny and Shirley for 

their efforts in organising this interesting 

annual event.  

Isabel Storer managed to have the group 

nominated for the Telstra Network 10 

Environmental Award. Filming for this was 

conducted on Nov 20
th

 in the Railway Dam 

area and the short segment was screened on 

the Channel 10 the same night. We thank 

Isabel for her organisation and those Friends 

who came to be part of the filming. 
 

There is already one plea for Friends to 

join the committee in this newsletter. Read 

the following and consider if you can help 

the important work of the Friends of 

Belair. 

 

Once there were four people named 

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and 

Nobody.  

There was some important work that had to 

be done and Everybody was sure that 

somebody would do it.  

 Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did 

it.  

Somebody got angry because of this since it 

was Everybody's job.  

Everybody thought Anybody could do it.  

But Nobody understood that Everybody 

wouldn't do it.  

So it finally ended up with Everybody 

blaming Somebody as Nobody did what 

Anybody could have done. 
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End of Year Report  

From the Dam Ladies 2008 
We, Dam ladies have had another busy year 

waging war on those invasive weeds. Most of 

our work has been follow up. We are 

particularly pleased with the regeneration of 

natives resulting from persistent weeding. 

The excellent results from our propagating 

and planting are evident in the Dam area and 

include the following: 

Dianella Revoluta   Black-Anther Flax Lily   

 

Carex  Fascicularis  Tassel Sedge                      

 

Lavetera plebeia     

Australian Hollyhock         

 

Bursaria Spinosa    

Christmas Bush 

 

Juncus Amabilis    

Gentle Juncus 

 

Leptospernum 

Lanigerum Silky tea tree  

 

 

We have put a 

considerable number of 

hours in VMU 17 and 

with some help from the 

men on a few occasions 

have removed some 

large patches of Boneseed. We have cut and 

swabbed large areas of Watsonia, Broom, 

Roses and Buckthorn along the creek.  This is 

a very good area and we can see the results of 

previous work in the abundance of natives 

taking over. 

We have also worked in VMU 12, 23, 25, 27, 

28, 31 and 32 

 

The Nursery donated approx 50 natives and 

requested we plant them on the Park side of 

the boundary fence line. Park approval was 

given, and we spent an enjoyable morning 

planting out. 

 

The re-emergence of Rust Spores in those 

areas of Bridal Creeper where it was released 

last year is very encouraging and the sighting 

of some new areas suggests they are 

spreading.  

 

We have continued the poisoning of Scabious 

along both sides of the road near Walnut 

Paddock and hope in time to eliminate these 

very invasive plants from this area. 

 

 Mary Cole on behalf of the Dam Ladies 
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THE CLELAND 
 

WALK 

 

2008
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A BIT OF HUMOUR 

HELPS! 

 

 

 

 

What’s remarkable about 

these Rocks? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A great way to cut down on 

Greenhouse gases. Don’t 

underload your vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Was it climate change or global warming that caused the financial meltdown? 

 

The Minister for Environment wanted to inspect Cleland. So he approached the Ranger in 

Charge.  

“You can go anywhere except the far enclosure.”  

“Look I’m the Minister of Environment. My Portfolio allows 

me go anywhere.”  

The inspection went well, until the Ranger heard 

bloodcurdling screams coming from the far enclosure. The 

Ranger looked up to see the Minister running for his life with 

a very mean looking big red kangaroo close behind. The 

kangaroo was gaining on the Minister every hop. The Ranger 

immediately dropped what he was doing, ran to the fence and 

shouted, “Show him your portfolio!”
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We are happy to extend a warm 

welcome to new members joining the 

group this year, John & Lindsey-Jane 

Doley, Malcolm Woolven, Michael 

Vaugham, Beverley Allen, Toni & 

Neil Piller. We hope that you will 

enjoy being a part of the group and 

participating in the many and various 

activities on our calendar.  

 

NORMAN, Kathleen May 

Passed away at Trowbridge House on 

April 5, 2008, in her 97th year. 

Dearly loved and loving sister of 

Walter ( Wallie) and sister-in-law of 

Jessie ( both Dcd) 

Loving sister of Arthur ( Mick) 

residing in the U.K. 

Loving and constant presence in the 

lives of nephew David and wife Lois. 

Dearly loved, inspirational and 

cherished “Aunty Kath" of great nieces 

Kelly and April. 

Special memories are ours to treasure, 

a gifted teacher and friend to many. A 

true and faithful servant of her Lord. 

 

I recall Kath as a very friendly, alert, 

lady who had a broad English accent.   

She used to attend any Friends event 

that she could get to. She especially 

loved the annual Forums. At one in 

particular - the Telowie Gorge Forum 

in 1993, Kath was quite forthright in 

her protests that too many 

Departmental staff preached to the 

audience and that the Forums belong to 

the Friends members. This influenced 

how the forums were run in the next 

few years. Her view was that the 

Friends pay to attend, travel at their 

own expense, and pay for their 

accommodation as well. Therefore, it 

must be a Friends event with very little 

components from the Department. 

Many people supported Kath's stand. 

 Dene Cordes 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The views and opinions expressed in 

this newsletter are those of the 

authors of the articles and do not 

necessarily represent the views and 

opinions of the Friends of Belair 

National Park. 

 

 

 

 

Want to join Friends of Belair 

National Park 

Just fill out the form below and send 

it to: - 
 

The Treasurer 

Friends of Belair National Park 

P.O. Box 2  

Belair 5052 

 

I/We enclose my/our membership fee 

of $10 single/ $15 Family or Group. 

 

Name(s):   

 

  ……………………………………… 

 

……………………………… 

 

Address:   ……………………….. 

 

……………………………………… 

 

……………………………………… 

  

Email………………………………… 

 

Phone………………………………… 

 

 

 


