NEWSLETTER 2 2006, JUNE
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT.
It’s been a busy 3 months since the last newsletter and the
President Brian DuBois has been particularly busy. This has
kept him from some meetings and committee meetings. Hence
he has asked me to do the report for this newsletter. We had 2
very interesting speakers at our monthly meetings. Professor
Chris Daniels gave us a very interesting talk on Adelaide,
nature of a City, 1836 -2036. Dr Peter Hornsby from the
Friends for the Conservation of Native Wildlife gave us a talk on
trying to find on the illusive phascogale in the Adelaide Hills. (sadly,
probably extinct.) . The April meeting was our barbecue meeting.
Eating and socialisation takes the place of listening to a guest
speaker.
Working Bees have been on and off this quarter as far as the men
have been concerned. Activities were suspended for a while due to
some disagreements over methods of weeding. These have been
resolved and work has resumed on the big boneseed. Those Dam Ladies have been a little more
consistent. They kept at it with their various
projects the chief of which is Railway Dam area
weeding and getting ready for plantings later in
the year.
Various other workers have been busy
throughout the park on their particular projects
and areas such as; bushcare, olive tree
eradication, adopt a block. Unfortunately 3 wet
working bee days in a row in the early May led to
the cancellation of work.
Special mention should be made of our very busy
secretary Jill Salvi who has also been heavily
involved as the secretary for the 2006 Friends Forum.

Pam and Ron Tamblyn were awarded the 2006 Rotary Club of Glen Osmond Volunteers of
the Year, at a dinner at the Belair Country Club on Monday 8th May.
Michael Cerchez
Vice President
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IF YOU WANT TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THIS INVALUABLE NEWSLETTER,
PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION, NOW!

by
Michael Cerchez
Zucchinis or courgettes are one of the most prolific of the vegetables I grow in my home garden.
It’s lucky they are seasonal and easy to confine or else we would be over run with them as weeds.
Imagine having to pull Zucchinis in the Park. This year, I was nearly overwhelmed by them. The
problem occurred when I planted one punnet of golden and one punnet of blackjack Zucchinis. I
usually lose a few plants. This year all 8 plants survived and thrived. The trouble with Zucchinis is
that if you don’t keep picking them small you end up with monsters. I managed to grow a 4 kilo,
50 cm monster. The trouble in trying to pick them small is the little devils hide under the leaves
and when you finally find them they’ve grown into monsters. There’s is a limit to the number of
Zucchinis you can use and give away. When the season is on they seem to feature in lots of
recipes. This year we had stuffed zucchini flowers, stuffed zucchinis and zucchini fritters. They
also found their way into stir-fries, soups,casseroles, on pizzas, in pickles, onto the barbecue and
into the dog’s tea.
I’ve included my favourite recipe, which is for Zucchini bread. We brought this along as our
contribution to afternoon tea at the May meeting. This recipe never fails. I should know I make
several time each season.
2 cups sugar
1cup of oil or ½ cup oil and ½cup milk
3 eggs
3cups self raising flour
½ tsp baking powder
½ tsp bi-carb soda
1 tsp salt
3 tsp cinnamon
2 cups of peeled zucchini grated or chopped
1 cup nuts or sultannas
3 tsp vanilla.
Mix all the ingredients together and place into 2 small loaf tins. Bake at 160 degrees (fan forced
oven) till wooden skewer comes out dry.
THE PITFALL OF PIT TRAPS
While listening to the guest speaker at the May meeting, I had a thought about pit traps.
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For a month or so there’s been a dead mouse smell in our garage. I was not really prepared to shift
everything around so I could
find the source. During Dr Hornsby talk
it came to me that I had set
up a very effective pit trap without even
meaning to. I had piece of
flue pipe standing upright next to the dry
dog food bag. There was a
dead mouse at the bottom of this. On
investigation I found there
were also some hollow plastic table legs
in the same place, 2 of which
had mouse carcasses in them. This
proved to be a far more effective way of catching mice than the few I had trapped. As Dr Hornsby
pointed out it is desirable check your pit raps frequently. Nice to have such useful guest speakers.
Michael Cerchez
Tuesday Walk – Anzac Day, Belair National Park

L to R – Les Loffler, Faye Loffler, Judy Jeffrey, Shirley Alford, Ron Tamblyn
Centre of attraction – one foraging bandicoot
Photo: Jenny Skinner
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Andrew Murphy, Sharon Vis, and Andrew Thompson. We hope you enjoy your
membership with us and join in our activities, especially the monthly meetings.
Andrew Murphy rides his bicycle from Marino to help with our weeding groups. Thank you Andrew. At
least it’s downhill on the way home. Sharon and Andrew live at Athelstone. Thank you for your
support. We hope to meet you at our activities.
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Extracts from Southern Lofty District Newsletter
Edition 3, 7th March 2006.
Staff Movements
Our latest official Organisational Chart shows that there is 81 staff working in
Southern Lofty District, with many of these being dedicated to the operation of
Cleland Wildlife Park, Mount Lofty Summit and Belair National Park.
With such a large workforce, staff movements are constantly with us. Here is a
summary of what has happened over the past few months:
Bill Woodroofe: Bill is the leading hand for the Construction and Maintenance
Workers based at Belair. Unfortunately, Bill has a chronic illness, and has been on
long-term sick leave for several months. He is currently undergoing treatment, but
it is expected that he will remain on sick leave for some time yet. Our thoughts are
with Bill.
Trevor Morgan: Trevor has stepped up to the plate and is currently acting in Bill’s
leading hand position. He has responded well to the challenge, and it is expected
that this acting arrangement will continue for the next few months.
Tori Tonkin: Tori has recently accepted a position in private enterprise, and
accordingly has resigned from her position of Senior Education Officer, Cleland
Wildlife Park. Tori made a valuable contribution to the Education Services
program at Cleland, and we wish her all the best for her new role. This position
will be advertised externally in the next few weeks.
Gary Fitzpatrick: Approximately two years ago, Gary purchased a property in the
Riverland. He and his wife recently sold their Adelaide house, and he has been
commuting from the Riverland for the past few months. Naturally, when the
opportunity presented itself for Gary to transfer to a position in the Riverland, he
accepted it (albeit reluctantly).
Gary has been instrumental in making a vast improvement to the presentation and
product at Cleland over the eight-year period that he has been managing it. His
knowledge of wildlife and his enthusiasm for Cleland will certainly be missed, but
we wish him well for the new position.
Toni Nicholson: After more than 25 years as an Information Officer based at Belair
National Park, Toni has decided to take a well-earned retirement. Toni’s reliability
and knowledge of Belair will certainly be missed. We wish her all the best for her
change of lifestyle.
Information Officers
Interviews were recently held for several vacant Information Officer positions at
Belair National Park. It is intended that one of the successful applicants will
commence work straight away, with another commencing in May (when Cassie
Clift leaves us to commence a new life sunny Iceland!). Another six will form a
‘pool’ that will be called upon to fill any vacancies that arise over the next 12
months.
SA Water Staff
We are fortunate to have the services of three temporary contract staff funded as
part of an agreement with SA Water. Jason Carroll, Jarrod Pippos and Shane
Wade will be working with us until mid-May, as part of our Construction and
Maintenance team. They are certainly a welcome addition.

Seasonal Fire Fighters
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Once again, we have our seasonal fire fighters on board for the summer period.
Southern Lofty District has been allocated five workers and a leading hand, who
will remain with us until early to mid-May. This crew not only boosts our fire
response capability, but provides a resource to complete a range of fire
management and prevention activities.
James Crocker
District Ranger Southern Lofty
Sturt Gorge Transport SA Works
Following consultation with Transport SA (TSA), an agreement has been reached between them
and DEH to initiate a revegetation and pest plant program within Sturt Gorge Recreation Park. This
is part of remediation works that TSA has been required to complete following the widening of
Blacks Road in Flagstaff Hill. The outcome is very beneficial for DEH and Sturt Gorge RP.
To date, the revegetation component has been achieved on the northern side of the Sturt Gorge
between Makkibirra and Ctenotus tracks. Aftercare of these plantings will be conducted by TSA for
the following two years.
Pest plant control on the southern side of the Gorge will commence in late March 2006 and will
target olives and other serious environmental weeds within the Eucalyptus microcarpa association
between gates 9 and 10, off Broadmeadow Drive. The area to be treated is approximately 3 - 4
hectares. The work has been offered to three reputable pest plant control contractors with
excellent bushcare skills.
In addition, TSA has agreed to fund a two-year maintenance period on this site after which DEH will
accept on-going maintenance. TSA has valued the total work at $60,000 over the three-year
period.

Janine Kraehenbuehl
Senior Ranger, Southern Lofty
Prescribed Burning Program for 2005/2006
During spring of 2005, prescribed burns were completed in the following Southern Lofty reserves:
 Cleland Conservation Park (Summit Road, Entrance Road and behind the television towers);


Belair National Park (Lodge track);



Sturt Gorge Recreation Park (Bushland Drive); and



Mark Oliphant Conservation Park (Nioka Drive).

All these burns were completed successfully, and follow-up weed control is
currently being planned and/or implemented.
We are now gearing up for our autumn burning program, with burns planned for:


Cleland Conservation Park (Long Ridge East);



Belair National Park (Blue Cottage); and



Scott Creek Conservation Park (Almanda Mine).
Your Liaison Ranger will discuss these proposals with you, and provide further detail on their
locations. Timing will depend upon the season.

Brownhill Creek Works Upgrade
The project currently being undertaken in Brownhill Creek is delivering a combination of Land
Management works (approx 75%) and Visitor Management works (approx 25%).
The Land Management component is delivering habitat restoration through pest plant removal,
riparian zone rehabilitation and the protection and enhancement of the grey box woodland, which is
identified in the BHC Vegetation Management Plan as the highest priority community. A
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Department of Correctional Services (DCS) team in partnership with the Patawalonga Catchment
Group is completing the works. The gains will be both environmental (pest plant eradication etc)
and social, as Friends Groups and local service groups will be involved in revegetation and
maintenance of the site, which can be extensions of Our Patch Catchment programs.
The Visitor Management component will provide an infrastructure concept plan to identify visitor
infrastructure improvements and modifications that can be used as both a tool when seeking
Capital Works or external grant funding, and to guide minor on ground works projects. A contracted
Landscape Architect is preparing the plan.
To date the majority of works have been completed with a small amount of land management
follow up works to be done in April.
Additionally, it is hoped to complete works on a section of the Shared Use trail this financial year
through a HORSE SA NRM Ecofunds grant.
Bryn Troath
Senior Ranger Southern Lofty

Onkaparinga Sundews Lookout
The bad news is that the quote for the Sundews lookout project proposed for this financial year
unfortunately came in well over the allocated budget. Accordingly, the project was unable to
proceed.
The good news is that the Friends of Onkaparinga developed a proposal to build the seat identified
in the plans provided by the contracted landscape architects. The ‘Thursday team’ successfully
completed the project, which is a great monument to their 20 th anniversary.
The new structure provides an excellent seat and acts as a table leaving visitors with an easy view
of the magnificent gorge.
A new plaque has been fitted identifying how the land was gifted from the Cockington Family to the Field
Naturalists, then to the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Shortly a small plaque will also be attached
showing the Friends of Onkaparinga River Parks (FOOP) logo and date of reconstruction. Thanks to all the
FOOPers and their good work.

Before
Bryn Troath

After

Senior Ranger Southern Lofty
Grants
I am sorry, but despite my promise in the last newsletter, I have not found the time to work through
the information on grants obtained by the various Friends Groups. Please accept my apologies.

James Crocker
District Ranger Southern Lofty

Gateway to Parks
‘Gateways’ is the collective name for a group of nine parcels of land, handed over to DEH from
Transport SA after the building of the South-eastern Freeway. Most of these sites are located off
the Old Mount Barker Road and have similar vegetation types and management concerns.
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Contractors have been engaged to remove woody weeds from most of the sites. Weeds to be
treated include English Broom (by far the dominant species), Spanish Broom, Olives, Blackberry,
Hawthorn, Gorse and Radiata Pines. Some of these will require a follow-up spray or chemical
treatment later on in the year. Thistles are also being targeted. Monitoring and removal of feral
deer and rabbits is an ongoing exercise.
A large area of Watsonia, planted by the previous owners for cut flowers, has recently been
slashed. The new growth will be sprayed in spring, making way for more plantings of Manna and
Blue Gums to feed the Cleland Wildlife Park Koalas.
The 2,000 Manna and Blue Gum seedlings that we planted in Spring 2005 are growing very well,
no doubt assisted by the early summer rains. The rabbit control program appears to have been
reasonably successful, given that very few of our seedlings have been affected.
Transport SA is funding all the works.

Helen Kilsby
Ranger, Southern Lofty District
AMPHITHEATRE ROCK
The Advertiser Review of 8 April 2006 featured an article on Clive Stoward (1909-1968), a
Blackwood artist who loved the Belair National Park. One of his favourite spots was
Amphitheatre Rock, depicted in his painting below. He failed to return home on one of his visits
to the Park and this was his last painting. He was found

dead from a heart attack at the foot of his easel on which was this basically finished canvas. He
died on 29 November 1968. This work, along with many of his other paintings, watercolours,
sketches and drawings were found after four decades in an old family wardrobe. Thirty five
previously unseen paintings and about ninety of his works on paper were exhibited for sale at
Greenhill Galleries in North Adelaide from 23 April to 16 May this year. Eight of the paintings
have been restored by conservators at ArtLab Australia . Ron

CALENDAR 2006

JUNE 2006
Saturday 3rd 1pm General Meeting
Speaker Greg Carver on Trees (canoe etc)

7

Hosted by Southern Hills (Belair fiends with
Others) Ask for information

Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd OCTOBER
Friends 22nd Forum at Echunga & Hahndorf
Monday 12th June (Queen’s Birthday)
South Australia's Volunteers Day
Tuesday 13th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 27th 2pm Guided Walk

JULY 2006
Saturday 1st 1pm General Meeting
Tuesday 11th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 25th 2pm Guided Walk

AUGUST 2006
Saturday 5TH 1pm General Meeting
Speaker Leah Egan on Africa
Tuesday 8th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 22nd 2pm Guided Walk

SEPTEMBER 2006
nd

Saturday 2 1pm General Meeting
Tuesday 12th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 26th 2pm Guided Walk

OCTOBER 2006
Saturday 7th 1pm General Meeting
Sunday 8th Prof.Cleland Memorial Walk.
Tuesday 10th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 24th 2pm guided walk

NOVEMBER 2006
Saturday 4th 12.30pm Barbecue
followed by General Meeting
Tuesday 14th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 28th 2pm Guided Walk

DECEMBER 2006
Saturday 2nd 1pm General Meeting
Tuesday 12th 2pm Guided Walk
Tuesday 19th Belair Park 115th Birthday
and Friends 21st Birthday
Tuesday 26th 2pm Guided Walk

NEWSLETTER DATES
Newsletters will hopefully be handed out at
the September, and December meetings.
DUE DATE for the September Newsletter
is Aug 20th 2006. Items for the newsletter
will have to be handed to a committee
member because I will be away most of
August and September and will not be able
to produce it……
Michael Cerchez

Stop Press:
Mary Cole, Eric Cole, Barbara
Warburton and Michael Cerchez have
recently completed a brush cutter
course.
Here we see Mary putting it to good
use in the railway dam area on
26/05/06
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OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2006
PRESIDENT Brian DuBois 8278 4275
VICE PRESIDENTS Jim Trueman 8278 9359 and Mike Cerchez 8339 6801
SECRETARY Jill Salvi
8278 6736 4 Colton Rd BLACKWOOD SA 5051
TREASURER Betty Wise 8278 3805
COMMITTEE MEMBERS. Eric Cole, Barry Palmer, Ron Tamblyn, Faye Loffler

VOLUNTEER CENTRE BOOKINGS
GUIDED WALKS
LIBRARIAN
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
WORKING BEES
SIGNIFICANT TREES

Jill Salvi
Shirley Alford
Pam Tamblyn
Mike Cerchez
Eric Cole
Ron Tamblyn

8278 6736
8278 1525
8278 6593
8339 6801
8278 3816
8278 6593

Reprinted from Walking SA.
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